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The Union of the Electricity Industry–EURELECTRIC is the sector association representing the common
interests of the electricity industry at pan-European level, plus its affiliates and associates on several other
continents.

In line with its mission, EURELECTRIC seeks to contribute to the competitiveness of the electricity industry,
to provide effective representation for the industry in public affairs, and to promote the role of electricity
both in the advancement of society and in helping provide solutions to the challenges of sustainable
development.

EURELECTRIC’s formal opinions, policy positions and reports are formulated in Working Groups, composed
of experts from the electricity industry, supervised by five Committees. This “structure of expertise”
ensures that EURELECTRIC’s published documents are based on high-quality input with up-to-date
information.

For further information on EURELECTRIC activities, visit our website, which provides general information on
the association and on policy issues relevant to the electricity industry; latest news of our activities;
EURELECTRIC positions and statements; a publications catalogue listing EURELECTRIC reports; and
information on our events and conferences.

EURELECTRIC pursues in all its activities the application of
the following sustainable development values:

Economic Development

Growth, added-value, efficiency

Environmental Leadership

Commitment, innovation, pro-activeness

Social Responsibility

Transparency, ethics, accountability
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EURELECTRIC is aware of concerns expressed to CISPR (the Special International Committee on Radio
Interference) and to IEC ACEC (Advisory Committee on Electromagnetic Compatibility) and by CENELEC
standards groups SC 205A and CENELEC/IEC TC13, as well as ESMIG (the European Smart Meter Industry
Group), regarding proposals by IEC Committee TC22 to specify emission limits from Active In-feed
Converters in a revision of its technical Specification IEC/TS 62578.  It is understood that the proposed
levels could lead to interference with power line carrier communications (mains signalling) as well as
potentially affecting the accuracy of electronic electricity meters installed on customers’ premises.

The distribution companies which EURELECTRIC represents have for many years had communications
systems which use electricity networks belonging to them as the communications medium.  In this they
have been conscious of the need for such systems not to unduly affect or interfere with other equipment
on the network and, in particular, with any radio transmissions.  To this effect they have participated in
work by relevant standards groups to agree signalling limits satisfactory to all spectrum users, which, in
Europe, are as set out in EN 50065-1. These are compatible with requirements as in associated standards
such as the IEC 61000 series and with CISPR standards that need to be complied with by manufacturers of
equipment which either deliberately, or as a consequence of its technology, causes disturbances to appear
on the electricity network or to affect the radio spectrum.

Over the last few years the role of powerline communications has become even more significant due to the
existing, ongoing and planned mass deployments of smart metering as well as smart grids development.
For many European Utilities, main signalling is seen as of strategic importance in delivering the expected
benefits to all parties involved in electricity supply. Today, technological solutions using powerline
communications compatible with EN 50065 are used for over 45 million smart meters already installed in
different countries of the European Union. This huge volume of meter points based on powerline
communications is expected to have further substantial growth during the upcoming years following the
Directive 2009/72/EC of the European Commission, targeting at an installed base of smart meters at over
80% of the customers by 2020. It is inconceivable that existing and ongoing large scale implementations
involving huge investment might be put at risk by the unilateral decision of one IEC Technical Committee. It
is equally unacceptable if such decisions could also lead to the possibility of affecting the accuracy of many
millions of electricity meters currently installed throughout the European Union.

Whilst intending to investigate further the exact technical basis of this situation, EURELECTRIC supports, in
principle, the submissions to CISPR, IEC ACEC by CENELEC and ESMIG.  It intends to work with and through
all relevant standards and other bodies to ensure that the integrity of Utility meters, existing mains
signalling systems and the opportunities for further implementation of vastly beneficial future smart
systems are not compromised by this matter and, to this end, will also seek to gain support from the
European Commission.
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