CCS needs demonstration now, industry tells policymakers
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Europe must move beyond discussing carbon capture and storage (CCS) and start demonstrating the technology
through concrete projects, EURELECTRIC said today.

'Further discussion on the pros and cons of the technology would be unhelpful; if we cannot demonstrate the
technology now, Europe could become locked into a considerably higher-cost trajectory to decarbonisation,' the paper
reads, warning that delays could also put Europe at a serious competitive disadvantage compared to other regions.

The European Union enshrined its commitment to the development of CCS in a Directive published in 2009. But amid
persistent financing and regulatory difficulties, the original aim of having 10-12 CCS demonstration projects up and
running by 2015 is now clearly out of reach. Therefore Europe needs to unite in supporting some of these projects to
the advantage of all member states.

The consensus remains that CCS is a fundamental low-carbon technology that will help Europe to combat climate
change and secure its electricity supply. EURELECTRIC recommends four urgent actions to get CCS demonstration off
the ground:

1. The European Commission should rapidly table proposals allowing funds allocated to cancelled CCS projects to be
redirected towards other CCS demonstration projects.
2. Member states must transpose and implement the provisions of the CCS Directive without further delay.

3. Member states currently developing CCS demonstration projects, or looking to develop them in the near future, should
use revenues from auctioning allowances under the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) to support the uptake of CCS.

4. Industry and the European Commission should explore ways to Europeanise - or at least regionalise - CCS projects funded
by the EU, for instance by pooling resources into projects most likely to successfully demonstrate the technology.

The paper is available here.


http://www.eurelectric.org/media/70511/eurelectric_position_ccsdemo_programme.final-2012-170-0006-01-e.pdf

