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EURELECTRIC is the voice of the electricity industry in Europe.

We speak for more than 3,500 companies in power generation, distribution, and supply.

We Stand For:

Carbon-neutral electricity by 2050

We have committed to making Europe’s electricity cleaner. To deliver, we need to make use of all low-carbon technologies: more renewables, but
also clean coal and gas, and nuclear. Efficient electric technologies in transport and buildings, combined with the development of smart grids and a
major push in energy efficiency play a key role in reducing fossil fuel consumption and making our electricity more sustainable.

Competitive electricity for our customers

We support well-functioning, distortion-free energy and carbon markets as the best way to produce electricity and reduce emissions cost-efficiently.
Integrated EU-wide electricity and gas markets are also crucial to offer our customers the full benefits of liberalisation: they ensure the best use of
generation resources, improve security of supply, allow full EU-wide competition, and increase customer choice.

Continent-wide electricity through a coherent European approach

Europe’s energy and climate challenges can only be solved by European – or even global – policies, not incoherent national measures. Such policies
should complement, not contradict each other: coherent and integrated approaches reduce costs. This will encourage effective investment to ensure
a sustainable and reliable electricity supply for Europe’s businesses and consumers.

EURELECTRIC. Electricity for Europe.



KEY MESSAGES

EURELECTRIC considers Regulation (EC) No. 166/2006 concerning the establishment of a
European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR) as a cornerstone of the EU’s
regulatory framework for the protection of the environment and health in Europe.

EURELECTRIC supports the aim of harmonising emission monitoring and reporting across
countries and has published recommendations1, in collaboration with VGB, for a European‐wide
sector‐specific calculation method for reporting to the E-PRTR. This document, first published in
2008, includes emission factors that EURELECTRIC’s members are invited to use for the reporting
of obligations to their respective authorities.

EURELECTRIC would like to take the opportunity of the E-PRTR REFIT process and consultation to
address the main issues experienced by its members as data providers as well as data users.

Foreseen linkage between E-PRTR and LCPD/IED reporting:

Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions (IED) sets out emission limits values (ELV) for large
combustion plants that are either expressed in concentration or in mass (in case of a plant
benefiting from a Transitional National Plan according to IED Article 32). These ELVs only cover
normal operation conditions. The emissions during Start-up and Shut-down2 are usually not
included in the annual mass emissions reported by the plants in the frame of reporting under the
LCP Directive. These “Other Than Normal Operation Conditions” emissions are determined
separately by the operators and reported annually in the frame of the E-PRTR.

EURELECTRIC would like to underline the differences in the scope and reporting methodology of
the two requirements. It is of utmost importance they are not confused in the process of
streamlining emission reporting at the EU level.

Use of E-PRTR data

EURELECTRIC welcomes the clear indication by E-PRTR that the data submitted is either measured
or estimated, although some improvements should be made in order to give clear evidence of the
quality of the data. We recognise that E-PRTR is a valuable tool, but we nevertheless would like to
draw attention to some other characteristics of E-PRTR data which can lead to a misleading or
incomplete picture of emissions for a particular sector.

1 VGB / EURELECTRIC Recommendations: European Wide Sector Specific Calculation Method for Reporting
to the European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register, 2nd Edition (June 2010).
2 Defined at plant level according to Commission Implementing Decision 2012/249/EU concerning the
determination of start-up and shut-down periods for the purposes of Directive 2010/75/EU of the
European Parliament and of the Council on industrial emissions.



EURELECTRIC has identified the following elements and would welcome clear information for
data users of E-PRTR of these characteristics to improve transparency and avoid any
misunderstanding:

 In view of the E-PRTR reporting thresholds, only the largest sites may be identified as
emitters in the database for some pollutants like trace elements. Emissions from smaller
sites or diffuse sources are systematically underestimated, if not absent.

 E-PRTR reporting occurs at site level while industrial sites are usually composed of several
units with different technologies and fuels. E-PRTR data should not be used to benchmark
technologies nor to determine specific emission factors.

 Different methods are available at EU level to determine annual emissions when a
pollutant is not subject to continuous emission monitoring. In case of trace elements,
with concentrations usually near the limit of laboratory quantification, the use of periodic
emission monitoring may result in significant variations in annual emissions from one
year to another, without any impact on real emissions of the plant or site. Trends in
emissions over several years should therefore be analysed with precaution.

 Comparing absolute emissions from different sites using E-PRTR data is not reliable as
plants have different sizes, age, techniques or operating modes (e.g. European
Environment Agency Technical report 20/2014, Costs of air pollution from European
industrial facilities 2008-2012-an updated assessment, November 2014).

Determination of E-PRTR data

EURELECTRIC considers that there is scope for improvement of the 2006 E-PRTR Guidelines. The
following issues have been identified as needing harmonisation and/or guidance at the EU level:

 Reporting and clear evidence for anyone accessing the register of the quality level of data
(e.g. based on direct measurement, calculation or estimation, with different level of
accuracy).

 Methodology to deal with emission reporting (in the air and in the water) when emissions
are below the Limit of Quantification (LOQ).

 Clear deduction of the background load from water intake in the emissions into water.
 Use of non-validated emission concentration (as defined in IED Annex V Part 4) for annual

mass emission reporting of pollutants continuously monitored.
 Recommendation to use EU-wide sectorial Emission Factors when available, and

preferably to single periodic measurements, in order to improve the consistency of the
database.

 Clarification of the reporting required in case of intermediate transfer of waste.
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What is the E-PRTR Regulation?

It requires some 28,000 industrial facilities across the EU to report their annual emissions of
specified pollutants and waste transfers to national authorities, for forwarding to a Europe-wide
register – the European pollution register (E-PRTR) – which will make the data public.

Read more at: http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/pgAbout.aspx

Why are we consulting?

To provide input into an ongoing evaluation of the Regulation, including delivery of objectives,
efficiency, effectiveness and relevance of the E-PRTR requirements and whether they reflect
the needs to European citizens, businesses and policy makers today. This public consultation
will be one important part of the evaluation which will also be supported by independent
analysis, workshops, interviews, etc.

The questionnaire consists of four short introductory questions about the persons completing
the questionnaire. Following this there are 27 substantive questions. Many of these are
multiple choice questions. There are opportunities to provide more detailed comments. The
substantive questions are structured around the following themes:

scope of E-PRTR
providing data to the register
checking & forwarding data
understanding the register website
usefulness of the register

You do not have to answer all of the questions – though we are grateful for as much input as
you can provide. Answering all the questions should not take longer than 30 minutes.

You can comment on both national and European registers. This will be clearly marked in the
questions. Please comment based on your experience where relevant. 

If you would like to raise other issues not covered by the questionnaire, please email us at:
ENV-EPRTR@ec.europa.eu

: Depending on the version of the browser you use (e.g. IE9), there might be difficultiesNote
with the presentation of some elements of the questionnaire, and if readers encounter such
difficulties, it is recommended to use another browser.

Introductory questions

*A. Are you replying as?

Interested individual / citizen
Stakeholder / expert

*
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*B. Are you representing?

Private company
Utility provider
Non-governmental organisation (NGO)
Academic / scientist / researcher
National authority
Local / regional authority
European institution
International body
Industrial or trade association
Consumer association
Other association
Other

C. If you are representing a company/enterprise? What type of company?

SME (Small or medium enterprise)
Non-SME

*
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*D. What country are you from?

AT – Austria
BE – Belgium
BG – Bulgaria
CH - Switzerland
CY – Cyprus
CZ – Czech Republic
DE – Germany
DK – Denmark
EE – Estonia
EL – Greece
ES – Spain
FI – Finland
FR – France
HR – Croatia
HU – Hungary
IE - Ireland
IS - Iceland
IT - Italy
LI - Liechtenstein
LT - Lithuania
LU - Luxembourg
LV - Latvia
MT - Malta
NL - Netherlands
NO - Norway
PL - Poland
PT - Portugal
RO - Romania
RS - Serbia
SE - Sweden
SI - Slovenia
SK - Slovakia
UK - United Kingdom
EU level organisation
Other

Questions on the scope

1. Are your responses concerning?

A national pollution release and transfer register (PRTR)
The European Pollution emission register (E-PRTR)

*
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In which language are you providing answers to the questions in this questionnaire

Text of 1 to 20 characters will be accepted 

English

If referring to a national pollution emission register, please indicate which:

2. How often do you access the pollution register?

Once per week or more frequently
Between once per week and once per month
Between once per month and once per year
Never

3. What are the main reasons for which you access the pollution register? (You can choose
more than one category)

To review my own data on the E-PRTR site
To examine pollution emissions in my local area
To compare emissions between activities, facilities, regions, etc
To carry out trend analysis for specific pollutants or activities
To use the data for overall analysis of emissions data

Other (please indicate reason below)

Text of 1 to 200 characters will be accepted 

4. Which categories of data do you most often examine? (You may choose more than one
category)

Emissions to air
Emissions to water
Waste transfers
Releases to land
Off-site transfers of waste
Off-site transfers of pollutants in waste water destined for waste-water treatment
Releases from diffuse sources into air
Releases from diffuse sources into water

Providing data to the register
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*5. Are you responsible for providing data to a national emission register?

Yes
No

If your answer is No, please go directly to question 9

6. Regarding the collation of data to be sent to the register:
6a. Are the data easy to provide, given other monitoring and reporting activities? 

Yes
No
Do not know

6b. Is collating the data time consuming?

Yes
No
Do not know

Please comment on which aspects of data collation are more and less time consuming for you.
If possible include an estimate of the time needed (in hours) to collect the data. 

200 character(s) maximum 

7. How do you send the data?

Electronically
On paper
Do not know

8. In your view is it simple to submit the data? 

Very simple
Simple
Medium
Complicated
Very complicated

Checking and forwarding the data

*
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*9. Are you responsible for checking the data provided at national level and forwarding them to
the designated European agencies?

Yes
No

If your answer is No, please go directly to question 13

10. Regarding the verification of data to be sent to the EU: 
10.a. Have you noticed an improvement in the quality and completeness of data reported by
operators?

Yes
No
Do not know

10.b. Is the verification of the data time consuming?

Yes
No
Do not know

Which aspects of the verification are the most time consuming for you? Please provide an
estimate of the time needed for each.

200 character(s) maximum 

11. How do you forward the data to the EU?

Electronically
On paper
Do not know

12. In your view is it simple to forward the data to the EU?

Very simple
Simple
Medium
Complicated
Very complicated

Understanding the pollution register website

*
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13. a Please indicate if you are commenting on a national database or the EU database

National database
EU database

13.b Do you find the pollution register easy to navigate? (e.g. in presenting pollution of different
types, from different activities, in different locations).

Yes
Partially
No
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Please indicate in the table below which parts are easier or more difficult to navigate/ interrogate

Easier to navigate/ interrogate More difficult to navigate/ interrogate

Industrial activities

Area overview

Pollutant releases

Pollutant transfers

Waste transfers

Map search

Time series of pollutant
releases x

Time series of pollutant
transfers x

Time series of waste
transfers

Diffuse releases into air

Diffuse releases into water
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14. What could be done to make the register more user-friendly? Could any features be usefully
added?

More assistance
Other search possibilities
Additional environmental information
More details on particular topics
Links to specific websites

If you wish to comment further, do so in the box below.

200 character(s) maximum 

Review "Relevant pollutant" list for activity and related thresholds,

considering data usually based on non-standardised estimations ("E") or

on calculations ("C") in the sector

Usefulness of the pollution register

15. Does the pollution register provide data which are useful to understand environmental
concerns in your local environment?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know

16. Do you believe the pollution register has increased transparency in environmental
information and decision making?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know

17. Do you believe the pollution register has increased engagement of the public in European
environmental information and decision making?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know
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18. Do you believe the pollution register has helped to increase the engagement of the public in
the local environment and / or the environmental decision making?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know

19. Are the data useful for benchmarking industry performance when comparing the
performance of individual installations or activities across Europe?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know

20. Does the register provide data that are useful to inform policy development (national or EU)?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know

21. Which data within the pollution register are of most use for developing policy? (You can
choose more than one category)

Emissions to air
Emissions to water
Waste transfers
Releases to land
Off-site transfers of waste
Off-site transfers of pollutants in waste water destined for waste-water treatment
Releases from diffuse sources into air
Releases from diffuse sources into water
Do not know

22. Are there other data sources of pollutant emissions which you find more useful for allowing
participation in political decision making?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know
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If yes, please indicate up to 3 sources and why/in what circumstances these are more useful:

Name of source Why?
What
circumstance?

Source 1 European Environment
Agency

EU emission inventory

Trends in
emissions and
comparisons at
EU level

Source 2

Source 3
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23. Do you believe the pollution register has increased the accountability of operators of
polluting activities?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know

24. Do you consider that the creation and use of the register has contributed to the prevention
and/or reduction of environmental pollution?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know

25. To what extent does the Regulation contribute to the objective of the 7th Environment Action
Programme " "?to improve the knowledge and evidence base for Union environment policy

To a large extent
To some extent
Not at all
Do not know

26. What is the additional value from the E-PRTR Regulation compared to what could be
achieved at national level?

Harmonisation of reporting
Harmonisation of monitoring practices
Development of a common approach and understanding in data collection and reporting
Enhanced comparability across reporting countries
Higher quality of data due to QA efforts deployed within the Reportnet environment
Stimulation to participate for non EU countries
Other

If 'other', you may comment here

200 character(s) maximum 

27. Overall, do you think the pollution register provides information useful to your interests?

Yes
Partially
No
Do not know
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Please comment on the usefulness of the pollution register, including on what might make it
more useful:

200 character(s) maximum 

Contact
 afarmer@ieep.eu



EURELECTRIC pursues in all its activities the application of
the following sustainable development values:

Economic Development

Growth, added-value, efficiency

Environmental Leadership

Commitment, innovation, pro-activeness

Social Responsibility

Transparency, ethics, accountability
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