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EURELECTRIC is the voice of the electricity industry in Europe.

We speak for more than 3,500 companies in power generation, distribution, and supply.

We Stand For:

Carbon-neutral electricity by 2050

We have committed to making Europe’s electricity cleaner. To deliver, we need to make use of all low-carbon technologies: more renewables, but
also clean coal and gas, and nuclear. Efficient electric technologies in transport and buildings, combined with the development of smart grids and a
major push in energy efficiency play a key role in reducing fossil fuel consumption and making our electricity more sustainable.

Competitive electricity for our customers

We support well-functioning, distortion-free energy and carbon markets as the best way to produce electricity and reduce emissions cost-efficiently.
Integrated EU-wide electricity and gas markets are also crucial to offer our customers the full benefits of liberalisation: they ensure the best use of
generation resources, improve security of supply, allow full EU-wide competition, and increase customer choice.

Continent-wide electricity through a coherent European approach

Europe’s energy and climate challenges can only be solved by European – or even global – policies, not incoherent national measures. Such policies
should complement, not contradict each other: coherent and integrated approaches reduce costs. This will encourage effective investment to ensure
a sustainable and reliable electricity supply for Europe’s businesses and consumers.

EURELECTRIC. Electricity for Europe.



EURELECTRIC Voting Recommendations - First reading

Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of national
emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants and amending Directive 2003/35/EC

COM(2013)920-2013/443(COD)

The power sector has, over the last decades, undertaken drastic efforts to reduce its non-CO₂
emissions and significantly limit its air pollution. Between 1990 and 2012, emissions of SO₂ and NOx
by the electricity industry fell by 85% and 55% respectively, while emissions of PM2.5 were reduced
by 70%. These impressive reductions took place while electricity generation increased by over 30%
over the same period. Our sector intends to continue to pursue and even accelerate these emissions
reductions. Additional emission reductions are expected in the next 15 years, driven by the
implementation of European climate and energy policy and legislation, as well as the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

In this context, EURELECTRIC is advocating for:

1. A realistic level of ambition

EURELECTRIC is concerned that the higher level of ambition which would result from amendments in
the ENVI report of 15 July, would not strike the necessary balance between the benefits associated
with improved air quality and the costs, timing and ability to deliver such emission reductions.

There are uncertainties associated with the reduction commitments in the proposal, either because
actual developments may differ substantially from the assumed energy scenario, or because of the
ability of certain sources to deliver emission reductions as assumed. In view of these uncertainties,
the power sector calls for a realistic level of ambition, which strikes a fair balance between costs and
benefits, thereby reducing the risks of non-delivery.

→ Reject amendments 92 and 93 adopted in the ENVI report of 15 July 2015

2. Fair burden sharing between sectors

EURELECTRIC is concerned that well-performing sectors, such as the power sector, could be forced to
adopt additional measures that are not cost-effective or may even go beyond the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED), including best available techniques (BAT), in the next 15 years, because of
the under-performance of other sectors (e.g. NOx and Euro 6; PM 2.5 from the residential sector or,
indirectly, from NH₃ emissions from the agriculture sector). This would add significant costs, with
detrimental effects on security of supply and other policy objectives, but crucially with little benefit
to air quality, since the main sources of such emissions would remain elsewhere.

We would welcome the inclusion of a provision ensuring that installations applying BAT and
complying with the emission limit values in their IED permits would not be obliged to implement
additional measures.

→ Re-table and support Amendment 346



“2. The reports referred to in paragraph 1 shall include an evaluation of the environmental
and socioeconomic impacts of this Directive.

The evaluation of socioeconomic impacts shall include the impacts on economic and
industry sectors. Where appropriate, the assessment shall include impacts of the
implementation of Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions, in particular the reporting
requirements according to Article 73(1) of Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions.

Industrial installations covered by the Directive 2010/75/EU and already applying Best
Available Techniques shall not be forced to implement additional measures, except under
Article 18 of Directive 2010/75/EU”.

3. A safeguard against risks of non-delivery

Given the levels of uncertainty, EURELECTRIC is supporting a more cautious approach against the risk
of non-delivery of EU source legislation. We urge policymakers to ensure that the regular reporting
foreseen by Article 10 of the Directive provides a comprehensive assessment of progress made by
each of the individual concerned sectors towards the achievement of the overall air pollution
reduction objective. If it appears that Member States cannot achieve their commitments because of
the inability of EU source legislation to deliver, it should be possible for the Commission to propose a
revision of Annex II.

→Re-table and support Amendment 341

“If the report referred to paragraph 1 reveals that Member States are unable to achieve
their emission reduction targets and that this non-achievement can be ascribed to the
ineffectiveness of EU policies, the Commission shall consult the Ambient Air Quality
Committee as referred to in Article 14 and submit new legislative proposals to revise the
emission reduction targets laid down in Annex II. These legislative proposals must be based
on an impact assessment and the latest scientific data”.



EURELECTRIC pursues in all its activities the application of
the following sustainable development values:

Economic Development

Growth, added-value, efficiency

Environmental Leadership

Commitment, innovation, pro-activeness

Social Responsibility

Transparency, ethics, accountability
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