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The Union of the Electricity Industry–EURELECTRIC is the sector association representing 
the common interests of the electricity industry at pan-European level, plus its affiliates and 
associates on several other continents. 

In line with its mission, EURELECTRIC seeks to contribute to the competitiveness of the electricity 
industry, to provide effective representation for the industry in public affairs, and to promote 
the role of electricity both in the advancement of society and in helping provide solutions to 
the challenges of sustainable development. 

EURELECTRIC’s formal opinions, policy positions and reports are formulated in Working Groups, 
composed of experts from the electricity industry, supervised by five Committees. This “structure 
of expertise” ensures that EURELECTRIC’s published documents are based on high-quality 
input with up-to-date information.  

For further information on EURELECTRIC activities, visit our website, which provides general 
information on the association and on policy issues relevant to the electricity industry; latest 
news of our activities; EURELECTRIC positions and statements; a publications catalogue listing 
EURELECTRIC reports; and information on our events and conferences.

EURELECTRIC pursues in all its activities the application  
of the following sustainable development values:

Economic Development
  Growth, added-value, efficiency

Environmental Leadership
  Commitment, innovation, pro-activeness

Social Responsibility
  Transparency, ethics, accountability
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2014 at a glance
The Commission publishes draft legislation for structural 

reforms of the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS), together with 
first proposals on its 2030 energy and climate policy framework. 
The proposed Market Stability Reserve would strengthen the 
ETS by adjusting the amount of allowances to be auctioned. The 
proposal, which needs the backing of the European Parliament 
and Council, was still being discussed at the end of 2014. 

In a ‘Manifesto’ of priority actions presented to EU 
Energy Commissioner Günther Oettinger, EURELECTRIC 

calls on national and European policymakers to “re-
orient energy policy towards cost-efficiency and 
competitiveness” and adopt a more coherent and 
European approach to energy and climate policies. In 
particular, policymakers should pursue decarbonisation 
in a more cost-efficient way, restrict market interventions 
and distortions, and empower electricity customers while 
keeping bills in check. 

Gas-fired generation, with its quick start-
up and ramp rates, is well suited to back 

up variable renewable generation. However, it 
will need to adopt ever more flexible modes of 
operation as renewable penetration increases. 
Against this backdrop, EURELECTRIC publishes 
a paper setting out how gas markets will have 
to evolve to become more flexible, and presents 
its recommendations to European stakeholders 
at the Gas Regulatory Forum in Madrid. 

The European Commission adopts revised Guidelines on Energy and 
Environment Aid, paving the way for less distortive support measures and 

market integration of supported power generation. EURELECTRIC welcomes 
the thrust of the updated rules, as they can contribute to promoting renewable 
energy in a more market-based and cost-efficient way that is in line with the 
European internal energy market. The guidelines enter into force on 1 July 2014. 

January February March April May June July

Increases in electricity prices are largely a result 
of government add-ons, a EURELECTRIC analysis 

of household electricity prices in Europe finds. The 
analysis for the first time separates taxes from policy 
support costs, showing just how much governments 
influence the price that customers pay. Results for 
2008-2012 show that energy and supply costs 
decreased by 4% and network costs increased by 
10%. But taxes and levies rose by as much as 31%, 
wiping out any benefits derived from functioning 
wholesale markets. 

A joint declaration of European electricity distribution system 
operators (DSOs) highlights the need for significant long-term 

investments in distribution networks if Europe is to meet its energy 
and climate objectives, and calls for revised national network 
regulation to incentivise such investments. The common statement 
was elaborated by EURELECTRIC and DSO associations CEDEC, EDSO 
for Smart Grids, and GEODE. 

Amid political tensions between 
Russia and Ukraine, EU energy 

ministers meet to discuss concerns 
regarding continued gas supply to 
the EU. The European Commission 
follows with a Communication on 
Energy Security later that month. 
EURELECTRIC argues that the 
integration of the internal energy 
market should be the cornerstone 
of Europe’s security of supply 
and that properly implementing 
existing rules on gas security and 
market integration is the best way 
to optimise gas availability. 

Citizens across Europe go 
to the polls in the European 

elections. In a bid to increase 
voter interest and transparency 
European parties for the first time 
ever select “Spitzenkandidaten” – 
lead candidates who would become 
Commission President should they 
win. The conservative European 
People’s Party comes first, ahead 
of the Socialists. But the result 
also sees strong gains for populist 
and anti-European parties, raising 
concerns about the functioning of 
the next European Parliament. 

EURELECTRIC hosts a breakfast event on 
e-mobility in the European Parliament to reaffirm 

the importance of using electricity in transport. 
Organised with the support of car manufacturer 
association ACEA, the event takes place in the 
context of discussions on the Alternative Fuels 
Infrastructure Directive, which proposes minimum 
requirements and common standards for electric 
vehicle recharging infrastructure. 

A study carried out by 
Accenture for EURELECTRIC 

finds that putting the right 
European energy policies in 
place could reduce the average 
European citizen’s electricity bill 
by more than 100 EUR a year 
compared to business as usual. 
The study is launched in London 
during EURELECTRIC’s two-day 
Annual Convention. EURELECTRIC 
President Johannes Teyssen (CEO 
of E.ON) also uses the opportunity 
to call for rebuilding trust among 
customers. 
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The European Court of Justice rules that 
Member States are in principle allowed to 

limit access to national support schemes for 
renewables (RES) to electricity produced in 
their territory. EURELECTRIC urges the European 
Commission to nevertheless continue efforts to 
develop a European approach to deployment 
of renewables, through an increased use of 
cooperation mechanisms and better market 
integration. 

A paper published at a 
EURELECTRIC workshop 

makes the case for combined heat and 
power (CHP) as an important element 
of Europe’s transition to a diverse and 
low-carbon energy mix. The paper 
recommends several measures to 
improve the policy framework and ensure 
that CHP can compete fairly with other 
technologies, making the most of its 
energy efficiency potential. 

Engaging retail customers in the 
energy transition will only be 

possible with greater transparency 
on electricity prices and underlying cost structures, 
leading to greater trust. EURELECTRIC uses its first 
annual retail customers conference to publish a two-
page leaflet providing simple summary information 
on recent retail price developments. The conference 
also showcases examples of how energy supply 
companies are already getting their customers 
involved, using innovation to cater to the needs of 
different customer groups. 

The COP20 international climate talks take place 
in Lima, Peru. The talks are a further step on the 

path to achieving a global climate agreement in Paris in 
2015, but after two weeks of intense discussions, views 
on the result differ. Many criticise the outcome as too 
weak because of its non-binding nature, while others 
praise that it constitutes a clear roadmap towards Paris. 
EURELECTRIC staff and members participate in various 
side events in Lima. 

EURELECTRIC concludes its year-long investigation into 
how future electricity markets should be designed to 

ensure a cost-efficient transition towards decarbonisation while securing 
electricity supply. The recommendations of this ‘Issue Management’ work 
fall under two main headings: on the one hand, renewable generation 
must be made fit for the market; on the other hand the market must be 
made fit for renewables. In any case, completing a properly functioning 
internal energy market remains a no-regret option. The European 
Commission publishes a Communication on the implementation of 
the Internal Energy Market the same week. 

The European Council agrees on its 2030 framework for climate 
and energy. The package includes a binding domestic greenhouse 

gas reduction target of at least 40%, an EU-level renewables target of 
27% and an indicative energy efficiency target of 27%. EURELECTRIC 
applauds the outcome as creating conditions for moving to a low-
carbon economy in a way that is not only environmentally but also 
economically sustainable, relying on market-based, cost-efficient 
instruments such as emissions trading to deliver on the targets. 

EURELECTRIC organises a two-day exhibition 
outside the European Parliament in Brussels 

to present the sector to newly elected MEPs and 
their staff as well as to other EU officials and 
stakeholders. The event, centred on customers, 
climate, and innovation, attracts more than 130 
people on the opening night alone. 

The EU’s flagship e-mobiltiy project Green eMotion, in 
which EURELECTRIC is a partner, organises an electric 

vehicle rally to demonstrate their solution to delivering 
Europe-wide access to charging infrastructure. Five teams 
from the demonstration regions in France, Italy, Germany, 
Austria and Northern Ireland drive electric vehicles to 
Brussels, using different charging stations along the way. 
The tour culminates in a high-level conference with Vice-
President of the European Commission and Commissioner 
for Transport Siim Kallas. 

The new European Commission takes office. Headed by former Luxembourg 
Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker, the Commission includes a new structure of 

thematic Vice Presidents – among them Maroš Šefčovič for Energy Union – and a 
single post for energy and climate policy, held by Miguel Arias Cañete. 

Concerted effort is needed to attract investment in Europe’s ‘eighth 
energy region’, spanning EU and non-EU countries in Southeast Europe, 

EURELECTRIC says in a paper launched at a joint EURELECTRIC-Energy Community 
event. The paper recommends ten actions for change that would allow the countries 
in question to attract sufficient private capital and investment in electricity generation 
assets and infrastructure. Most countries of the region are affiliated to EURELECTRIC. 



4 EURELECTRIC ACTIVITY REPORT 2014

C hange is afoot in the electricity 
industry. The traditional vertical value 
chain is breaking up and gives room 

for multiple new markets with distinctively 
different characteristics. Getting closer to 
our customers is one trend, where innovative 
technologies, services and business models 
are set to change the way we interact with 
our retail customers and the role we play in 
their lives. This future is within our reach – 
we just need to be brave enough to grasp it. 
This is rapidly becoming a growing segment in 
our business. Traditional activities like large-
scale, centralised generation and trading will 
continue to be relevant for Europe’s energy 
future with value clusters circled around the 
central energy system.

As the world around us changes, it can be 
tempting to stick to what we know, to refine 
models and methods that are tried and tested. 
But this is no longer possible because too 
much is changing at once and will continue 
to do so. Political and regulatory change 
has been influencing all parts of the energy 
industry, with negative interventions leading 
to investment uncertainty. But regulatory 
incentives do exist and change our business 
by creating new market segments such as 
renewables, distributed generation, energy 
efficiency, demand response, and capacity 
markets. EURELECTRIC is a protagonist of 
this change by providing expertise that we 
have gained over the years and adapting this 
expertise to a new environment, building on 
our established strengths to move forward 
into as yet uncharted territory.

This year EURELECTRIC has continued to 
re-orient its work towards those parts of 
the value chain where the future electricity 
business is being shaped. Starting with an 
issue management project on renewables, 

Message  
from the President 

Johannes Teyssen, EURELECTRIC President 

EURELECTRIC delivered regulatory proposals 
on how to make renewables fit for markets and 
markets fit for renewables’ uptake. Findings 
and policy recommendations were presented 
at a EURELECTRIC conference in October. In 
addition to the valuable content they deliver, 
these projects pave the way for a new way of 
working: one centred on issues, not structures. 
The appointment of a “downstream” issue 
manager by the Board of Directors in June 
will deliver proposals on changing business 
models and technological innovation and 
define what smart energy means for DSOs, for 
retailers, for ICT and for customers.

The re-orientation inside EURELECTRIC is a 
reflection of what is already happening in 
many companies across Europe. At the ex-
hibition that EURELECTRIC hosted outside 
the European Parliament in Brussels this au-
tumn, I was pleased to see many companies 
from our sector presenting their own innova-
tive concepts and technologies, positioning 
our industry as a modern, forward-looking 
sector and as a constructive partner, not an 
obstacle, in Europe’s energy transition. It 
shows that decarbonisation is the key driver 
to changing our business and to returning 
investors’ confidence. This is why I remain 
convinced that an early start of the market 
stability reserve in 2017 followed by swift 
structural reform in light of the 2030 target 
is now more important than ever to reduce 
the existing overhang of CO2 permits from 
the market and to save our flagship policy.

Understanding and appreciation of our role 
is increasing in Brussels. The appointment 
of a Commission Vice President for Energy 
Union together with a Commissioner for 
Energy and Climate shows that the new 
Commission intends to turn energy into one 
of its priorities. This is a promising start for 

us to build on in the year ahead. Just as we 
strive to become solution providers to our 
customers, let us strive to become solution 
providers to Europe’s policymakers.

Of course this does not mean that we have all 
the answers. But we are the ones working on 
the ground, with our customers, who directly 
see what works – and what doesn’t. It would 
therefore be inexcusable to sit on our hands 
and then blame policymakers and regulators 
when things go wrong. I am convinced that 
by speaking up and voicing our views, we are 
capable of bringing our experience and know-
how to the political debate. 

This is where EURELECTRIC provides the 
most added value for its members. By 
bundling expertise and knowledge from 
companies across Europe, by coordinating 
proposals and positions that can be 
supported by our colleagues from Dublin to 
Athens, EURELECTRIC allows us to speak up 
in Brussels with a strong and credible voice. 
It can truly claim to speak on behalf of all of 
us, be it as electricity producers, distributors 
or retailers. 

Through EURELECTRIC our sector proves its 
continued relevance in this changing world. 
This is no mean feat. I highly value the work 
carried out by EURELECTRIC and look forward 
to steering this work further throughout the 
remainder of my mandate as EURELECTRIC 
President in 2015. 
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I f I had to choose one word to define 
EURELECTRIC’s activities in the course of 
2014, it would be cost-efficiency. A concern 

with delivering value for money dominated 
our agenda, shaping our external policy and 
advocacy messages on the one hand and our 
internal day-to-day operations on the other. 

First, on a policy level, a large part of 
our activities this year focused on urging 
policymakers to take decisions that would 
not prove unnecessarily costly for Europe’s 
energy consumers. Concern for the most cost-
effective policy outcome informed our work in 
calling for a coherent 2030 climate and energy 
framework, pushing for the market integration 
of renewables, advocating a strong EU 
Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) as the driver 
of decarbonisation, or urging policymakers 
to make progress on market integration – to 
name just a few examples. Cost-efficiency was 
also at the core of our ‘Manifesto’ document, 
presented to Commissioner Oettinger in 
February. By the end of the year it would seem 
that our message was beginning to sink in: 
the EU’s updated state aid guidelines in April 
paved the way for a greater market integration 
of renewables, for example, and the 2030 
package adopted in October prioritised a 
strong ETS as the delivery mechanism for 
CO2 emission reductions.

Second, on an operational level, like many 
of our members we spent the year in a 
context of continued economic pressure. 
A cost-cutting initiative saw us take action 
on multiple fronts: we continued to bolster 
our expertise through secondments and 
temporary contracts; greater use of video 
and web conferencing allowed us to save 
on travelling expenses; and more attention 
was paid to various costs such as printing or 
photocopying. Indeed, probably one of our 

Message  
from the Secretary General

Message  
from the President 

Hans ten Berge,  
EURELECTRIC Secretary General

most visible – and controversial – measures 
was the decision to serve sandwiches rather 
than hot lunches at working group meetings. 

We also continued adjusting the EURELECTRIC 
structure to better serve the needs of our 
members, a process we already started last 
year with the streamlining of the structure of 
expertise. This year, we focused on changes 
in the EURELECTRIC Secretariat. Rotating the 
heads of our policy units was challenging but 
ultimately reduces the risk of silo thinking 
and ensures continued mental flexibility. In 
managing this change successfully, and in 
continuing to expand our horizontal work 
through dedicated ‘Issue Managers’, I believe 
we have demonstrated that our industry can 
indeed be more agile than many would have 
us believe.

I am happy to report that, in these challenging 
times, we could proceed down our chosen 
path with the full backing of our members. At 
the end of the year, our cost-saving measures 
seem to have borne fruit and our economic 
position is, if not comfortable, then at least 
sound. We are also lucky to have so many 
dedicated, knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
members who, by generously sharing their 
time and knowledge, allow us to interact with 
EU decision-makers as a trusted and reliable 
partner. These members, together with the 
hard-working Secretariat staff in Brussels, 
are EURELECTRIC’s most valuable asset, and 
I would like to express my sincere thanks for 
their contributions throughout the year. 

I look forward to building on our joint achieve-
ments in 2015.
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Energy Policy and Generation

27%  
targeted share  

of renewables in the EU 
energy mix by 2030  

47% 
the share of RES electricity 

needed to achieve this 
target

 “This was the year where, thanks also to our 
long-term efforts, EU policymakers finally realised 

that integrating renewables into the market and 
supporting their growth in a market-friendly 

way is the only path to an environmentally and 
economically sustainable energy system.”  
Oluf Ulseth, Energy Policy and Generation Committee
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I n the end the new guidelines, which are 
valid from 1 July 2014 until the end of 
2020, do pave the way for less distortive 

support measures and market integration 
of supported power generation. In doing 
so, they incentivise a move from feed-in 
tariffs to less distortive schemes like feed-in 
premiums and the use of competitive bidding 
processes to determine the necessary volume 
of aid. To minimise market distortions, they 
require avoiding incentivising generation 
when wholesale market prices are negative. 
Likewise, they recommend that RES producers 
become responsible for balancing their own 
position. They also provide criteria on how 
Member States can relieve energy intensive 
companies that are particularly exposed to 
international competition from charges levied 
for the support of renewables.

The guidelines thus reflected to a large extent 
the recommendations of EURELECTRIC’s 
“Renewable Energy and Security of Supply: 
Finding Market Solutions” report, the result 
of a year-long in-depth investigation into how 
future electricity markets should be designed 
to ensure a cost-efficient transition towards 
decarbonisation while securing electricity 
supply. The recommendations fall under two 
main headings: on the one hand, renewable 
generation must be made fit for the market; 
on the other hand the market must be made 
fit for renewables.

EURELECTRIC is therefore satisfied to see 
that the guidelines introduce many new 
requirements that will expose RES production 
to market dynamics and cost efficiency, but 
also pointed to some pitfalls that could 
undermine the European Commission’s efforts 
to expose mature technologies to competition. 
Overly generous exemptions for small-scale 
power generation, for instance, could severely 
limit the scope of the guidelines. 

As RES are gradually integrated into the 
market, EURELECTRIC is calling in favour 
of the strengthening of the EU Emissions 
Trading System to drive investment in low 
carbon technologies. However, increased 
coordination of RES policies will remain an 

In June 2014 the Commission concluded its review of the state aid guidelines. 

EURELECTRIC had supported the review from the very beginning, seeing it as an 

excellent opportunity to address the fact that the recent remarkable growth of 

renewable energy (RES), induced by public support, has helped to make progress 

on environmental objectives but has also caused serious market distortions and 

increasing costs to consumers. 

Putting renewable energy on  
a sustainable footing

issue. The rulings on the Essent and Aland 
cases in 2014 can be interpreted as a decision 
by the European Court of Justice to refer the 
lack of a cross-border dimension of national 
RES schemes back to policymakers. Indeed, 
in holding that national restriction clauses 
for RES schemes comply with European law 
and can be justified by the overriding reasons 
of environmental protection, the Court paid 
important consideration to the legitimate 
interest of investors and refrained from 
interpreting the Treaty beyond the letter of 
the RES Directive.

However, if RES are to continue to be an 
essential tool in decarbonising the energy 
mix, it is vital to underpin a cost-effective 
deployment of RES through a greater 
coordination of national plans and decisions. 
Following the conclusions of the October 
European Council on the climate and energy 
package for 2030, which set an EU-wide RES 
target of 27%, accelerating greater cooperation 
in the post-2020 framework for renewables 
will be key. The concept of ‘Energy Union’ can 
be a renewed opportunity to build momentum 
on the Europeanisation of RES policies and 
EURELECTRIC will therefore investigate how 
such an Energy Union could stimulate greater 
coordination between Member States in their 
national policies.
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All set for innovation

F acilitated by major technology 
breakthroughs – e.g. smart meters, big 
data, and the internet of things – utility 

companies are actively trialling new business 
models built around demand-side response, 
energy efficiency, distributed generation, 
and broader value-added propositions. We 
should therefore not just open markets to 
new technologies, but also ensure that new 
technologies are adapted to market needs. 
Recognising this is a clear step forward in the 
Commission’s thinking. They are also investing 
in innovative processes and marketing 
strategies. Meanwhile, new companies are 
developing products, such as home energy 
management systems or smart thermostats, 
that will help the power sector unleash deep 
and accelerated innovation. Power companies 
looking to deliver greater customer satisfaction 
will have to become more agile and collaborate 
open-mindedly with such smaller start-ups. 
 
On the power distribution side, innovation 
priorities centre around smartening the 
existing electricity networks. As the energy 
system changes, distribution grids face new 
challenges. Today they need to be able to 
integrate a large share of distributed and 
variable renewable energy sources, allow 
“prosumers” to send their electricity back 
to the grid, enable the charging of electric 
cars, unlock demand response potential, 
and contribute to system flexibility in order 
to avoid costly network reinforcement. Smart 
grids are therefore not a stable and concrete 
target, but the progressive process of bringing 
intelligence to the grids by allowing more 
grid monitoring, automation and reactivity 
to actions of all users.
 

In sum, innovation is clearly a priority for 
our sector and EURELECTRIC has therefore 
increased its work on innovation in recent years. 
In 2014, for example, the Retail Customers 
Committee placed growing attention on 
facilitating discussions among members and 
with new entrants, and devoted a session of 
its 1st annual retail event in December to 
discussing the prospects of innovation in 
Europe. Meanwhile, EURELECTRIC’s DSO 
Committee decided to put greater emphasis 
on this strategic priority by partnering with 
the International Energy Agency  to further 
promote and develop EURELECTRIC’s “Talking 
Smart Grids” workshops, each focusing on a 
specific technology option for making existing 
grids smarter.
 

A new wave of innovation and innovators is bringing about sweeping  

change in the power sector. 

Energy Policy and Generation

At EU level, EURELECTRIC experts contributed 
to the development of the Commission’s 
Innovation Integrated Roadmap, expected 
for spring 2015. The need for the roadmap’s 
envisioned system approach is indeed larger 
than ever: we cannot competitively develop 
one element – such as renewable electricity 
– without considering what happens to the 
wider system, including consumers. We 
should therefore not just open markets to 
new technologies, but also ensure that new 
technologies are adapted to market needs. 
Recognising this is a clear step forward in the 
Commission’s thinking. 

Once published, the roadmap should form the 
basis for Member States and industry to limit 
expensive fragmentation and better prioritise 
and coordinate RD&D programmes at EU level. 
To this end, the Commission, together with 
the member states, will in the coming months 
develop individual national action plans. 
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Ensuring continued security  
of supply

S ince the disruptions in 2006 and 2009 
much had been done to improve the 
EU’s energy security, but there is 

no doubt that the EU remains vulnerable to 
external energy shocks. With security of supply 
suddenly the focus of attention, EURELECTRIC 
made sure to contribute constructively to 
the discussion, supporting the European 
Commission’s work on a Communication on 
Energy Security, and stress tests to assess 
the consequences of possible gas disruptions. 
At the same time, EURELECTRIC emphasised 
that an integrated EU energy market combined 
with improved interconnection is a crucial 
element in achieving security of supply, and 
in case of gas disruptions we should first of 
all let the market work. The implementation 
of the Gas Security of Supply Regulation 
must be ensured throughout Europe. In the 

longer term, electrification of transport and 
heating not only limits dependency on fossil 
fuel imports from unstable regions, but also 
increases diversification and reduces CO2 
emissions.

In October 2014 the concerns regarding the 
gas supply in the coming winter were greatly 
reduced when the Commission managed 
to broker a deal on the so-called ‘winter 
package’ allowing gas to again flow to 
Ukraine. However, medium and longer term 
concerns remained, and in the last months 
of 2014, EURELECTRIC engaged in exchanges 
with the new Commission on the concept of 
Energy Union, which – among other things 
– is to give new impetus to improvement of 
energy security of Europe. Work on this topic 
will continue in 2015.

Against the backdrop of the broader political crisis between Ukraine and Russia, 

the gas dispute between these two countries escalated during the first months 

of 2014, and the EU became increasingly preoccupied with the possibility of 

another disruption of gas supply.
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Wholesale Markets

2014  
agreed deadline for the 

completion of the EU-wide 
Internal Energy Market 

20  
EU member states 

participating in integrated 
day-ahead markets at the 

end of 2014

“What I’m proud of? The fact that we managed 
to coordinate a EURELECTRIC wide position on 

market design looking at the longer term through 
capacity markets – showing ourselves to be 

leaders on this topic in the European debate.” 
Juan Jose Alba Rios, Markets Committee
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T he electricity market in Europe 
is still undergoing a profound 
transformation. Elements include 

growing intermittency in the system; an 
increasing gap between declining wholesale 
prices (put under pressure by renewables 
bidding into the system at zero price) and 
soaring retail prices that take on the cost of 
taxes, renewable support and other policy 
surcharges; stronger generation adequacy 
concerns as numerous back-up plants close 
because they cannot recover their costs; 
and a deterioration of the financial situation 
of electricity companies due to decreasing 
running hours of conventional generation. 

While the overall market integration process 
is experiencing serious delays, it is worth 
mentioning a big achievement reached in 2014: 
the market coupling of Great Britain with the 
Central-West Europe (CWE), Nordic and Baltic 
Regions through the North-West European 
(NWE) Price Coupling Initiative, launched on 
4 February 2014, is an important milestone 
towards building integrated spot markets. The 

2014 was supposed to see the completion of the Internal Energy Market (IEM), 

as agreed by the European Council back in February 2011. Yet at the end of 

the year this ambition was far from being achieved – unsurprisingly, given the 

serious delays in the implementation of energy market legislation. European 

Commission Communication published in October recognised this reality, but 

underplayed the scope of the challenge. For EURELECTRIC, the completion of 

the Internal Energy Market is a clear no-regret option. EURELECTRIC experts 

worked throughout the year towards the integration of wholesale markets 

across all timeframes. At the same time, EURELECTRIC took steps to shape 

the discussion on possible evolutions of electricity market design in Europe, 

in particular through its Issue Management project, which was successfully 

concluded in October. 

Moving towards the Internal Energy Market:  
too little too late?

project links organised electricity markets in 15 
European countries and is expected to improve 
price convergence across these regions in the 
coming years, thus fostering competition and 
providing European electricity consumers with 

tangible benefits such as a greater choice of 
services. The NWE Price Coupling Initiative 
was successfully extended to the South-West 
Europe region on 13 May 2014 and work is 
progressing to extend the solution to the 
Central-East Europe (CEE) region by end of 
the year and to the Central-South Europe (CSE) 
region by early 2015. 

While the coupling of day-ahead markets 
has thus seen some important progress, 
EURELECTRIC remains concerned about the 
significant delay in developing robust cross-
border intraday and balancing markets which 
will be crucial to ensure that the system 
remains balanced as the share of renewables 
continues to grow. Progress on this front is 
indeed lagging behind: the network code on 
electricity balancing does not provide the 
necessary impetus and clear path to integrate 
balancing markets across Europe and the 
planned European cross-border intraday 
platform is facing continuous, unacceptable 

Making gas markets more flexible

Gas-fired generation, with its quick start-up and ramp rates, 
is well suited to back up variable renewable generation. 
However, it will need to adopt ever more flexible modes of 
operation as renewable penetration increases. Against this 
backdrop, EURELECTRIC published a paper setting out how 
gas markets will have to evolve to become more flexible. The 
paper was presented to European stakeholders at the Gas 
Regulatory Forum (‘Madrid Forum’) on 6-7 May.

More information:  
Flexible Gas Markets for Variable 
Renewable Generation
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Wholesale Markets

delays. EURELECTRIC strongly pushed for a 
step change throughout the year – through 
official fora such as the AESAG and the 
Florence Forum or through bilateral meetings 
with the Commission, TSOs and regulators – as 
well as for the implementation of ‘quick-wins’ 
on some borders where poorly implemented 
and/or unworkable intraday markets exist. 

The work on developing the network codes 
– the backbone of the market integration 
process – also continued throughout 2014, 
requiring substantial efforts from ENTSO-E, 
ACER, Commission and stakeholders. Despite 
those efforts, implementation is delayed. 
EURELECTRIC thus believes that there is a 
need to discuss and possibly review the 
governance process for developing network 
codes, not least to ensure a more neutral 
and independent process. Stakeholders’ 
involvement should be strengthened and 
convergence across Europe should be a 
number one priority throughout the entire 
development of codes. 

In addition to the work carried out to achieve 
the IEM, the discussion on possible evolutions 
of electricity market design in Europe 
continued throughout the year. The growth 
of renewables (RES), which is necessary 
to pursue the European decarbonisation 
agenda, brings a new reality to power systems, 
triggering a debate how the flexibility and 
capacity elements of market design can better 
complement the energy market.

Throughout 2014, stakeholders including 
ACER, ENTSO-E and the European 
Commission issued various papers 
contributing to this discussion. Towards 
the end of the year, the Commission also 
issued a policy communication on the IEM 
underlining its concerns around ensuring 
flexible energy markets and a European 
approach to capacity markets.

EURELECTRIC was a key stakeholder in 
all of these discussions, organising two 
conferences throughout the year: one in May 
entitled “Electricity markets in transition: 
why do we need a new Market Design?” 
and one in October addressing how to adapt 
electricity markets to the growing volumes 
of RES. 

Our message on this is clear: while the 
completion of the IEM continues to be 
a no regret option, in many markets the 
introduction of a capacity element is becoming 
increasingly important. EURELECTRIC 
thus recognises that properly designed 
centralised or decentralised capacity markets 
are an integral part of a future market design, 
which should properly value energy, flexibility 
and capacity to ensure continued security of 
supply. While flexibility should enable the 
system to respond to short-term demand/
supply variations, capacity should ensure 
long-term system adequacy.

EURELECTRIC also made more specific 
proposals for the development of capacity 
markets: they should be market-based, 
technology-neutral, and open to new and 
existing plants and to generation, demand 
and storage. In addition, the implementation 
of capacity markets should move away from 
the current national piecemeal approach 
which does not make optimal use of cross-
border capacity to ensure security of supply. 
Instead, capacity markets should result from a 
coordinated effort to establish regional models 
in the short/medium term. To guarantee this 
evolution, the European Commission should 
push for harmonised solutions and Member 
States should, at the very least, coordinate and 
adopt market-based mechanisms that allow 
cross-border participation. EURELECTRIC will 
continue in 2015 to contribute to the European 
discussion on how, as a first step, capacity 
markets can be opened to cross-border 
participation and then how a transition to 
regional models can be made. 

More information: 
Renewable Energy and Security of 
Supply: Finding Market Solutions
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Financial market regulation - from paper to practice 

After more than two years of intense negotiations, the European Parliament and the Council 

reached a political agreement on MiFID II in early 2014. EURELECTRIC welcomed the result, which 

took into account the specific needs of electricity companies in managing their commercial risks. 

Follow-up work on this key piece of legislation for energy trading again kept EURELECTRIC’s 

financial regulation experts busy throughout 2014, as they worked to ensure that the implementing 

rules stick to the philosophy of the political agreement. 

On REMIT, EURELECTRIC financial regulation experts helped shape the implementing acts which 

were adopted in October 2014 and entered into force at the end of year. With reporting obligations 

for some contracts and orders set to start in Q3 2015 already, EURELECTRIC also assisted ACER 

throughout 2014 in elaborating guidance on the requirements for market participants, clarifying 

the scope of reporting obligations, and generally preparing the way for trade and fundamental 

data reporting. 
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Electricity distribution

“Our biggest achievement this year? Revamping 
the structure of DSO representation in 

EURELECTRIC and stepping up cooperation with 
others to ensure that the DSO voice is heard loud 

and clear in Brussels.”   
Peter Birkner, DSO Committee

European distribution 
system operators have been 

involved in 459 smart 
grid projects since 2002, 
amounting to more than 

€3 billion of investment. 

This made DSOs the #1 
investors in smart grid 
research & innovation  

in 2014
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T hroughout the year 2014, a number 
of public consultations and policy 
papers focused on the DSO role, 

and especially on defining the scope of DSO 
functions: the EC Retail Market consultation, 
the CEER consultation on data management, 
the ECN-ECORYS report on the role of DSO, 
and the ACER Bridge to 2025 publication being 
just some examples. The idea of establishing a 
clear line between competitive and regulated 
services (market roles and core DSO roles) in 
order to clarify the roles of DSOs compared 
to other players such as TSOs and retailers 
has been announced as the topic of upcoming 
work by the European Commission and by 
the EU Agency for the Cooperation of Energy 
Regulators (ACER).

In this context, the topic of electricity data 
management is gaining importance. Based 
on the Third Energy Package and the Energy 
Efficiency Directive, smart meters are being 
progressively rolled out in most EU countries; 
this will lead to an exponential increase in the 
frequency and amount of data. This reality is 

The role of distribution system operators (DSOs) was subject to debate in 

Brussels in 2014 – but why is the role of the DSO being put on the agenda at 

all? EURELECTRIC’s Innovation Action Plan, published back in 2012, sheds light 

on the emerging ‘new downstream’, including DSOs: this former ‘end of the 

pipe’ is becoming more active and a new value pool, based on prosumers and 

new ICT opportunities, is emerging. In such a context new players enter the 

business environment, new tasks are added to portfolios, new competitions 

and rivalries – but also synergies and cooperation – emerge. DSOs are not 

exempted from the dynamics.

prompting the need to further substantiate 
and elaborate the EURELECTRIC position on 
data management. Therefore, a dedicated Task 
Force was launched this year to review existing 
messages on data management, outline the 
different kinds of data flows being exchanged 
and clarify the interactions with players such 
as telecommunication companies and ICT 
solution providers.

To this end, the European Commission has, 
for instance, re-launched the so-called Expert 
Group 3 of the Task Force Smart Grids, bringing 
together all relevant industry stakeholders to 
prepare reports that are generally endorsed 
by the European Commission as official policy 
recommendations. Expert Group 3 is now 
dealing with the topic of flexibility from the 
demand side and distributed energy resources. 
EURELECTRIC has been contributing to the 
ongoing work and has also taken the lead on 
coordinating the work package on ‘incentives’ 
– a crucial package for DSOs given that their 
remuneration is determined by national 
regulation.

In the spotlight:  
The role(s) of the DSO

In May we finalised the report “Distribution 
Network Investments: What Regulatory 
Framework Do We Need?” Worryingly, it shows 
that DSOs do not have the right regulatory 
incentives for the necessary investment to take 
place. In fact, they are facing lower investment 
incentives than in 2010 – in a situation when 
the need to integrate renewable energy 
sources into the electricity system, plus the 
replacement of assets and the development 
of smart grids and smart metering is creating 
demanding investment requirements for 
DSOs. In other words, plenty of work for 
EURELECTRIC to foster understanding of DSO 
priorities in the new European Commission 
in 2015!

More information:
Distribution Network Investments:  
What Regulatory Framework  
Do We need?
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E-mobility: high on our agenda

Smart charging of electric 
vehicles: the road ahead

Electric cars open up new opportunities 
for the power and the transport systems 
if charged in an intelligent way via smart 
charging – combining sectors that have been 
separate until today. With more and more 
variable electricity generation, the need to 
meet fluctuations with flexible consumption 
is intensifying. In this context, electric vehicles 
as mobile loads with rechargeable batteries 
play a crucial role in providing flexibility to 
the power system. But the benefits do not 
stop here: e-mobility with smart charging 
will also benefit customers and society as a 
whole. It can help to lower CO2 emissions, 
improve air quality in big cities and contribute 
to a more energy efficient transport system. 
EURELECTRIC is working on paper highlighting 
these messages due at the beginning of next 
year. 

The year 2014 was an eventful year for e-mobility. The European Commission 

published its directive setting out minimum charging infrastructure to be 

rolled out by member states’ national policy frameworks. To support the 

implementation, the Commission also prepared a draft standardisation mandate 

to develop interoperable standards beyond electric cars plugs and connectors. 

In addition, EURELECTRIC is contributing and participating in discussions in the 

recently re-launched Expert Group on Future Transport for Fuels. The discussions 

will feed into the preparation of a third report with policy recommendations 

due out in 2015.

EURELECTRIC partners in 
e-mobility projects

In January 2014, EURELECTRIC signed up to the 
Zero Emission Urban Bus System (ZeEUS) FP7 
project, one of the largest projects funded by 
the European Commission on electric buses. 
Through 8 live operational demonstrations 
across 6 European countries, the project will 
evaluate the environmental, economic and 
societal feasibility of electric bus systems 
in order to facilitate faster market uptake of 
electric buses in Europe.
 

Electricity distribution

In the Green eMotion project, a second 
project in which EURELECTRIC is a full 
partner, a key cornerstone this year was 
achieved with the demonstration of a truly 
interoperable e-mobility system and the 
setting up of a marketplace for roaming 
throughout Europe. This was demonstrated 
during an interoperability event, which saw 
a tour with electric cars driving from different 
demonstration regions to Brussels. The project 
comes to an end in February 2015. 
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DSO associations join 
forces
Cooperation with other DSO associations 
on strategic DSO priorities ranks high on 
EURELECTRIC’s agenda, in the interest of 
speaking with a strong DSO voice towards 
EU policymakers. In May 2014, together 
with CEDEC, EDSO for Smart Grids, 
and GEODE, EURELECTRIC published a 
joint DSO Declaration outlining the new 
challenges faced by DSOs, their role in 
the transformation of the energy system 
and the bigger toolbox that is needed 
for them to fulfil this role. In particular, 
it highlighted the need for significant 
long-term investments in distribution 
networks if Europe is to meet its energy 
and climate objectives. This cooperation 
extends to discussions with ENTSO-E, 
with EURELECTRIC and the other DSO 
associations planning to organise joint 
meetings with ENTSO-E on the TSO-DSO 
interface.

A strong voice on 
network codes
In 2014, EURELECTRIC worked across its 
various committees to establish itself as 
a relevant stakeholder on all network 
codes, either in the drafting process or 
by supporting its members in their actions 
at national level to ensure that the network 
codes contribute to the implementation of 
the internal energy market. To strengthen 
its voice further, EURELECTRIC coordinates 
this work with others, including DSO 
associations and VGB PowerTech, the 
European technical association for power 
and heat generation. 

By the end of the year 2014 ENTSO-E had 
completed its work on majority of the 
codes, which are now in the hands of the 
European Commission. In the Florence 
Forum in May 2014, the Commission had 
concluded that network codes would be 
adopted either as “Network Codes” or 
as “Guidelines” – if they leave room for 
several methodologies to be developed 
in the future – but both will be directly 
applicable and legally binding Commission 
Regulations. The Capacity Allocation and 
Congestion Management code was the 
first code adopted as a Guideline, on 5 
December 2014.

More information:
DSO Declaration
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Retail customers

- 4%  
Drop in wholesale  

electricity prices between  
2008 and 2012 

+ 31%  
Increase in taxes/levies 

in the same period

“Our detailed work on retail prices was clearly 
the highlight of the year for us: rarely have the 

findings of a EURELECTRIC study been met with 
so much attention from policymakers, media and 

EURELECTRIC members alike.” 
Marco Margheri, Retail Customers Committee
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couched in terms that even specialists barely 
understand. However, this is not retailers’ 
choice, let alone responsibility. In a number 
of EU countries, retail companies have to cope 
with disproportionate regulation that makes 
bills unreadable and/or the provision of price 
information impossible to deliver. Likewise, 
reporting of electricity prices and costs 
does not follow harmonised rules, making 
EU-wide comparability close to impossible. 
This must be changed as a matter of urgency 
and EURELECTRIC will continue to engage 
policymakers on this matter going forward 
to increase understanding and find more 
workable solutions for customers. On the 
occasion of EURELECTRIC’s first annual retail 
event in December, EURELECTRIC published 
some infographics aimed at the complexity 
of electricity price and cost structures to a 
non-specialist audience.

Energy price increases are understandably one of the top concerns of consumers 

across Europe. Thus it is no surprise that recent price increases for households 

in many European countries have triggered public criticism against the industry. 

But what is actually behind this price increase? In January 2014, the European 

Commission published a report on energy prices and costs, in response to a 

request by the European Council to provide clarity on this point. However, the 

report received a lukewarm reaction by most stakeholders in Brussels as it 

was based on a shaky reporting methodology.

Fostering transparency through  
better information

U nconvinced by the European 
Commission results, EURELECTRIC 
decided to carry out its own 

investigation into what drove electricity bills 
up between 2008 and 2012. With the help 
of dozens of number crunchers across its 
member associations, the Secretariat was able 
to undertake a study that gave a better picture 
of the composition of electricity bills and the 
variations in bill components over time, largely 
by apportioning energy supply, grid and policy 
support costs in a more stringent manner.

What do the study results tell policymakers? 
Competition in the electricity market is 
bearing fruit: our customers pay an ever-
reducing part of their bills to generators 
and retailers for producing and supplying 
electricity – this component decreased by 
4% between 2008 and 2012. Meanwhile the 

cost of delivering electricity to customers’ 
doorstep increased only moderately (+10%), 
in line with investments in modernised and 
smarter grid infrastructure. However, the 
main culprit seems clear: taxes and levies 
increased by almost a third during that time. 
Within this category, taxes still account for a 
bigger part – 39 EUR/MWh against 25 EUR/
MWh spent by an average household to 
support renewable energies, cogeneration 
levies, finance energy efficiency, provide care 
to vulnerable customers and the like – but 
the share of policy support costs is growing. 

Alas, while bills are becoming a vehicle for 
diverse policy objectives often unrelated 
to electricity supply, customers are not 
being offered enough information as to 
what drives bills up. Policy support costs 
are often concealed behind acronyms or 

More information:
www.eurelectric.org/consumers/prices
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Consumer organisations: 
friends, not foes

T his vision – based on the so-
called RASP principles: Reliability, 
Affordability, Simplicity and Protection 

& Empowerment – is essential to increase 
customers’ trust and participation in the 
market. While EURELECTRIC agreed that 
such principles should guide future actions 
and commitments from all retail market 
stakeholders, views on how to implement 
them in practice tend to differ. For example, 
some see the best way of achieving simplicity 
to lie in nothing less than standardising energy 
contracts.

In 2014 EURELECTRIC decided it was high 
time to sit together with BEUC to discuss 
issues currently affecting retail markets and 
investigate the potential for joint solutions to 
overcome them. Energy regulators and other 
interested stakeholders such as EUROGAS 
have been invited to join the initiative. The 
two associations agreed to initially focus 
their work on two main themes: switching 
and comparability of offers. Are there merits 
in further reducing the current three-week 
switching period and, if so, what would be 
the regulatory implications for the cooling 

At the 5th Citizens’ Energy Forum back in 2012 EURELECTRIC expressed its support 

for the 2020 vision for Europe’s energy customers promoted by European energy 

regulators CEER and European consumer organisation BEUC. 

Retail customers

off period, notice period, last meter reading 
and similar? How should key pre-contractual 
information be presented to customers and 
which concrete measures could be taken to 
improve comparability – without resorting to 
standardised offers, which would ultimately 
be detrimental to customers themselves?

The outcome of this exercise – if successful 
– could take the form of a joint paper to be 
presented at a joint event in 2015.
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1st Annual Retail Customers Event

T he event brought together senior 
industry leaders to discuss how utility 
companies are radically changing their 

business model towards enhanced customer 
service, innovative products and added-value 
propositions. 

The first session debated customers’ changing 
needs and preferences, and the steps taken 
by utilities to keep up with their customers. 
The event went on to explore the role of 
transparency in creating well-functioning 
retail markets, in which customers can make 
sense of their contracts and bills and find 
the deal that best suits their needs. The final 
session showcased supplier-led innovation 

Taking place in December, a few 

weeks ahead of the official deadline 

for completing the internal energy 

market, EURELECTRIC’s first annual 

retail conference explored the final 

piece of the European energy puzzle: 

retail markets, their functioning and, 

critically, their impact on Europe’s 

customers. 

F or its part, EURELECTRIC continued 
building on its December 2013 Retail 
(R)evolution policy paper which 

highlighted key recommendations regarding 
customer engagement and the development 
of new services. To strengthen EURELECTRIC’s 
position-building, a Task Force Retail Demand-
Side Participation gathering industry 
specialists on demand side participation was 

Since the adoption of the Energy Efficiency Directive in 2012, demand response 

has surged to the fore of the energy policy debate across Europe. A number 

of stakeholders have started defining principles and recommendations on 

demand side participation in electricity markets, among them TSO organisation 

ENTSO-E as well as EU regulators CEER. Meanwhile, the EC Task Force Smart 

Grids Expert Group 3 (EG3) was resumed by bringing together a broad array of 

stakeholders with the aim of defining the main principles for the development 

of demand-side flexibility – including demand response – in Europe. 

launched in September. The main objectives 
of the TF are to contribute to the definition 
of a fair market design for demand response 
as well as to actively communicate on the 
strategic role played by retail companies 
in furthering customer engagement in the 
new smart energy world. Indeed, demand 
response offered by suppliers allows for 
greater simplicity, efficiency and satisfaction 

across smart technology, marketing, products 
and business models, and investigated how 
regulation can act as an enabling factor rather 
than a stumbling block.

The event was an opportunity to gain first-
hand insights into retail companies’ strategies, 
but also a platform for debate with European 
policymakers, regulators and consumer 
representatives ahead of the release of the 
European Commission retail energy markets 
initiative expected in 2015.

Demand response: a growing  
topic of debate

for customers. Suppliers are best positioned 
to offer simple and integrated services: 
demand response, but also home automation, 
optimisation of on-site generation, charging 
services for electric vehicles, etc. In November, 
the TF contributed to the set-up of an internal 
workshop which gathered 45 experts from the 
EURELECTRIC Retail Customers, Markets and 
DSO Committees. 
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Environment and Sustainable Development

2.1 billion 
surplus allowances in  

the ETS at the beginning  
of 2014

€6.66  
price of an EU Emissions 
Allowance Unit at the end  

of 2014

“It’s been a bumpy ride, but reform to strengthen 
the EU Emissions Trading System finally got 

underway – not least thanks to our continued 
commitment to a strong ETS that delivers an 

effective decarbonisation signal.”
Owen Wilson, Environment & Sustainable  

Development Policy Committee
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E URELECTRIC welcomed the result, 
having throughout the year repeatedly 
called on European leaders to heed 

the lessons of the 2020 package and opt 
for a 2030 framework with policies that 
complement rather than undermine each 
other. Most importantly, EU targets on 
renewables and energy efficiency should be 
primarily conceived as instruments to achieve 
the overarching emissions reduction target, 
with a strong EU Emissions Trading System 
(ETS) as the main driver for decarbonisation. 

EU Heads of Government adopted the main lines of the 2030 climate and 

energy package at their summit on 23-24 October. These included a binding 

unilateral and domestic target for 40% greenhouse gas emissions reduction, 

and EU-level targets for a 27% improvement in energy efficiency and 27% 

renewables in final energy consumption. 

This is particularly important to ensure the 
continued competitiveness of our industry and 
keep prices down for our customers.

While the political agreement on 2030 still 
needs to be translated into legislation, reform 
of the ETS as a separate and preliminary 
process was making better speed towards the 
end of the year. Legislation to create a Market 
Stability Reserve which can address the ETS 
surplus and limit price shocks was under 
consideration in the Council and Parliament, 

Setting the scene for 2030

Seizing the opportunity of energy efficiency
Energy efficiency received an increasing share of attention in 2014, in parallel 

with an increasing amount of legislation aimed at maximising its potential. 

T his year was a crucial year for energy 
efficiency legislation implementation 
(e.g. Energy Efficiency Directive, 

obligation schemes, eco design rules), 
review (energy labelling) and setting future 
ambitions (2030). In light of the Ukraine crisis 
and growing debates on energy costs and 
fuel poverty in many EU member states, the 
expectations towards energy efficiency have 
risen as well. EURELECTRIC used this attention 
to show how energy efficiency on the supply 
side is driven by the EU Emissions Trading 
System, while utilities have a great role to play 
in bringing efficiency to the demand side, in 
a cost-effective manner.

A key political discussion item this year was 
the role of energy efficiency within the 2030 
framework. The power sector’s message 
centred on a need for cost-efficiency and the 
prevention of policy overlaps. The European 
Council’s decision to put forward an indicative 
27% target for energy efficiency for 2030 
showed that this message has been received. 

As European utilities are transforming and 
new business models around energy efficiency 
develop the work of the association also 
moved towards more proactive initiatives. 
EURELECTRIC held two internal workshops 
discussing the industry’s shift toward 

distributed generation and energy efficiency 
services. For these developing fields it is 
important to identify common barriers at 
European level and draft the necessary 
policy priorities to raise the power sector’s 
voice towards European institutions. Work 
on this matter will certainly continue in 2015 
and beyond.

In another key initiative this year, EURELECTRIC 
created a small group of experts working 
on the promotion of electrification in the 
fields of heating/cooling and transport. The 
first deliverable, a short high-level report 
showcasing the benefits of electrification 
in parallel to decarbonisation of the power 
sector, was being finalised towards the end 
of 2014 and will lay the foundation for the 
necessary policy debate.

with leading Member States adopting a 
position close to EURELECTRIC’s, calling 
for early implementation of the MSR from 
2017 with the incorporation of the existing 
ETS backload. The first round of Council 
and Parliament negotiations is expected to 
conclude early in 2015. 
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Environment and Sustainable Development

T hey bring together the latest 
information on Best Available 
Techniques (BAT) to reduce and 

mitigate emissions and detrimental 
environmental impacts from industrial 
installations in Europe, together with ranges 
of associated emission levels. 

For the power sector, most installations fall 
under the scope of the BREF Large Combustion 
Plants (LCP). This BREF is currently undergoing 
revision, carried out by the European IPPC 
Bureau under the guidance of the European 

Best Available Techniques Reference Documents (BREFs) are the cornerstone 

of the Industrial Emissions Directive (IED), adopted in 2010. 

Commission’s DG Environment. The first draft 
of the conclusions was completed in June 2013 
and approximately 8,000 comments from all 
stakeholders were submitted. In 2014, the 
European IPPC Bureau continued to assess 
those comments. In spring 2014, the European 
Commission clarified that BAT Conclusions 
would not need to apply to existing plants 
benefiting from derogations under the IED. 

Given the complex nature of the review and 
the unprecedented number of comments, 
a number of member states and industry 

Limiting the sector’s 
environmental impact

associations, including EURELECTRIC, 
requested a second draft. The request 
was rejected and an informal intermediate 
meeting was organised in June 2014. Although 
discussions showed progress on certain issues, 
EURELECTRIC remains concerned regarding 
two issues in particular. The first concerns 
the possible use of BAT performance levels 
for energy efficiency based on yearly averages 
(as opposed to design values). The second 
relates to discrepancies in the treatment of 
emissions between the draft and the IED, 
which would mean BAT conclusions could 
not reflect the changing operating patterns 
required of LCPs to accommodate variable 
renewables. EURELECTRIC will continue to 
raise its concerns throughout 2015.
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E URELECTRIC welcomed the 
implementation of the 2020 
Gothenburg Protocol emission 

reduction commitments as part of the proposed 
National Emission Reduction Commitments 
Directive, as there had been uncertainty 
whether the Commission would propose 
more ambitious reduction commitments. 
The setting of emission reduction targets for 
2030 should facilitate much needed coherence 
with the EU’s 2030 energy and climate policy 
framework. 

However, EURELECTRIC expressed its concern 
that 2025 is introduced as an intermediate 
target year as this will lead to sub-optimal 
investment decisions and negatively impact 
achievement of the 2030 climate and energy 
objectives. Moreover, power sector experts 
have reservations whether the proposed 
targets can be delivered as there are, on the 

In December 2013, the Commission published a long awaited review of its air 

quality legislation, including emission reduction targets for 2020 and 2030 for 

SO2, NOx, NMVOC, ammonia (NH
x
), PM2.5 and for 2030 for methane (CH4), and 

a proposal to reduce emissions from medium scale combustion installations. 

one hand, uncertainties around the energy and 
emissions projections used and, on the other 
hand, risks that the current European policies 
and instruments cannot deliver the required 
reductions. This could lead to implementation 
of additional measures in industrial sectors 
which are not cost-effective or go beyond best 
available techniques.

Discussions continued throughout 2014 as 
a number of supporting documents were 
released, in particular based on bilateral 
consultations with national experts. However, 
at the end of the year, the proposal was 
withdrawn by the new Commission, which 
argued that the proposal should be modified 
as part of the legislative follow-up to the 
2030 Energy and Climate Package instead. 
EURELECTRIC will therefore continue to 
closely watch developments in this area in 
2015.

Air quality: what next?
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Communications & Public Affairs

2,016  
followers on Twitter

38 press releases

12 public events,  

with more than 1,700 

registered participants

189  
Daily News to members

19  
articles and opinion pieces

Cited more than 180 times  
in English language media
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F ollowing the European elections in 
May, this meant reaching out to both 
new and returning Members of the 

European Parliament, as well as initiating 
contact with the new faces at the helm of 
the European Commission and the relevant 
Commission departments. EURELECTRIC 
also shared its positions with the Greek and 
Italian governments, who held the rotating 
EU Presidency in the first and second half of 
2014 respectively.

Team members worked throughout the 
year to establish clear and concise policy 
messages and recommendations and to raise 
awareness of those messages among both 
well-established contacts and newcomers 
to Brussels, not least through a wide variety 
of new external communication material, 
including designed reports, leaflets and more. 
We also continued to strengthen our online 
presence through dedicated project webpages, 
a new section promoting video content from our 
members, and an active social media presence, 
including on Twitter. Our strategy of delivering 
timely and relevant press releases continued 
to bear fruit: media coverage of our activities 
was particularly high on electricity prices and 
ETS reform, and peaked around our Annual 
Convention in June. Colleagues also took charge 
of coordinating work on several horizontal 
EURELECTRIC projects.

The year kicked off with the presentation of a 
‘Manifesto’, outlining the major policy dossiers 
on which EURELECTRIC saw a need for action 
in the next 12 months. Titled ‘Manifesto for 

a balanced, more efficient European energy 
policy’, the document listed a series of actions 
that policymakers should take to ensure 
“power for a competitive Europe”. In particular, 
EURELECTRIC asked policymakers to “re-orient 
energy policy towards cost-efficiency and 
competitiveness” and to adopt a more coherent 
and European approach to energy and climate 
policies, so as to reduce those policies’ costs 
while increasing their impact. 

Following the presentation of the Manifesto to 
EU Energy Commissioner Günther Oettinger in 
February, the document was given prominent 
place in EURELECTRIC communication and 
advocacy work and repeatedly proved its value 
as a summary tool of EURELECTRIC key asks, 
for instance when establishing contact with the 
new EU Commission and with Members of the 
European Parliament.

The theme of greater cost-efficiency returned 
mid-way through the year when EURELECTRIC 
President Johannes Teyssen, on the sidelines 
of EURELECTRIC’s Annual Convention in 
London, presented to the press the results of 
work on how to achieve a more cost-efficient 
energy transition. The study, carried out 
for EURELECTRIC by Accenture, found that 
putting the right European energy policies 
in place could reduce the average European 
citizen’s electricity bill by more than €100 a 
year compared to business as usual. 

Mr Teyssen used the press conference to 
urge national and European policymakers to 
do their bit to prevent costs from spiralling 

More information:  
How to achieve a sustainable and 
cost-efficient energy transition

More information: 
www.eurelectric.org/Manifesto

Spreading the message
As was to be expected in a year of European elections, 2014 proved to be 

extremely busy for the EURELECTRIC Policy Coordination and Communication 

team. In addition to internal work undertaken to streamline EURELECTRIC’s 

strategic communication priorities, much of our external communication work 

focused on preparing for the changes in the European institutions. 

out of control, in particular when designing 
policies with large financial impacts, and called 
for a step change in European energy policy 
through an optimised approach that avoids 
unnecessary costs. Key sources of value in 
four key areas of the electricity value chain: 
optimising renewable energy systems, market 
integration, ‘active system management’, and 
demand response and energy saving.
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Updated EURELECTRIC in Brief leaflet

Against the backdrop of the European elections in May, EURELECTRIC communications staff also 
took the opportunity to update the organisation’s EURELECTRIC in Brief leaflet. The leaflet provides 
a very short introduction to EURELECTRIC in a handy format, giving a concise and accessible 
overview of our activities, working structure, membership and areas of expertise. Popular in 
particular with newcomers to the sector, aspiring EURELECTRIC business associates or conference 
attendees, the leaflet was also useful when meeting new MEPs and European Parliament staff 
for the first time as well as introducing EURELECTRIC to audiences beyond Brussels. 

C ongratulatory letters introducing 
EURELECTRIC were sent to new and 
returning key stakeholders, including 

a letter to Commission Vice President Šefčovič 
expressing our support for the concept of the 
‘Energy Union’ and giving our views on what 
it should aim to achieve. 

EURELECTRIC also started an active campaign 
of meeting new and returning influential 
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) 
from the ITRE & ENVI Committees as well as the 
new European Commissioners – notably with 
a first meeting between President Teyssen, 
Secretary General Hans ten Berge and the 
new Commissioner for climate and energy 
Mr Arias Cañete. As part of this campaign, 
EURELECTRIC organised an exhibition: “The 
future is electric”.

Establishing contact with the new institutions

The second part of the year was mostly 

dedicated to establishing contact with 

the new European institutions: the 

2014-2019 European Parliament and 

new European Commission. 

Exhibition:  
The future is electric

As the new European Parliament took up its 
activities, EURELECTRIC and several members 
organised a two-day exhibition on Place 
Luxembourg in the heart of the European 

district in Brussels to promote and highlight the sector vis-à-vis Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs), their staff and other stakeholders. The exhibition showed how electricity 
utilities are busy reshaping our energy system for tomorrow: making it cleaner, more 
innovative and closer to customers. 

More than 130 participants – including several MEPs and MEP assistants working on energy 
and climate issues – gathered on 10 September for the official opening of the exhibition by 
EURELECTRIC Secretary General Hans ten Berge, EURELECTRIC President Johannes Teyssen, 
and MEP Herbert Reul, Head of the German Conservative (EPP) delegation and former Chair 
of the Parliament’s Industry, Research and Energy Committee. Throughout the two days of 
the exhibition, visitors were given the opportunity to discover the innovative technologies 
and applications on display, among them smart meters, electric cars, carbon capture and 
storage, and power to gas projects. Exhibitors included EURELECTRIC and member and 
associate companies CEZ, EDF, Edison, ENEL, E.ON, Ormazabal, Landis+Gyr, RWE, and SSE. 
The exhibition was complemented by a series of debates.

The event was well received among Brussels energy stakeholders and succeeded in promoting 
EURELECTRIC as a trustworthy and reliable partner on energy. Following the success of the 
awareness-raising event, the weeks and months 
until the end of the year were spent building on 
the contacts made to engage policymakers on 
issues of mutual interest. 

More information:  
www.eurelectric.org/the-future-is-electric 

Communications & Public Affairs
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U nder the overall conference theme 
of “Building trust in the new energy 
world”, the first three sessions were 

devoted to the future of European power, how 
to achieve a sustainable and affordable energy 
transition, and customer engagement and 
trust. The conference concluded with a high-
level Energy Leaders Forum, which discussed 
how customers, politicians, regulators and 
industry could work together to make the 
future energy system economically as well 
as environmentally sustainable. 

Several speakers positively noted that the 
sector had come a long way within the space 
of a year and was more aligned regarding the 
challenges, building blocks of the future and 
possible potential solutions. They generally 
emphasised the need for a more consumer-
oriented business model, as the client was an 
indispensable part of the value chain. In this 
respect, the electricity industry had a lot to learn 

Building Trust in the New Energy World
More than 450 participants attended the EURELECTRIC Annual Conference in 

London on 2-3 June. This year’s edition placed a particular emphasis on the 

customer dimension of Europe’s energy transition, revolving around questions 

of affordability and customer engagement.

from other sectors. However, they also noted 
a lack of leadership and joined-up thinking 
regarding energy policy in Europe, which was 
putting an affordable energy transition at risk. 

High-level speeches from policymakers, most 
notably by EU Energy Commissioner Günther 
Oettinger and Ed Davey, UK Secretary of 
State for Energy and Climate Change, were 
interspersed with panel discussions and a one-
on-one ‘ping-pong’ session, offering plenty of 
room for debate and an interesting exchange of 
views between industry CEOs, EU and national 
policymakers, regulators, academics, energy 
experts and consumer representatives. The 
event was closed by the Rt Hon Lord Mayor of 
London, Alderman Fiona Woolf.

Like every year, the conference also saw the 
presentation of a EURELECTRIC industry 
award. This year’s EURELECTRIC Award went 
to Opower, global leaders in cloud-based 

software for the utility industry. Opower’s 
software provides customers with better 
information about their energy consumption, 
along with personalised ways to save energy 
and money. Utilities use the Opower software 
platform to deliver key customer-facing 
applications that reduce energy demand and 
improve customer perception of the utility.

The winner of this year’s student award was 
Daniel Adeuyi, PhD candidate at the University 
of Cardiff, for his essay on how to ensure an 
affordable and secure electricity supply in 
the new energy system. Mr Adeuyi used the 
opportunity to outline the three key priorities 
for the EU to go from challenge to reality: to 
strongly support new technologies in the 
sector, to attract more young professionals, 
and to deploy new innovative financial risk 
instruments.

The conference was kindly hosted by 
EURELECTRIC member Energy UK and 
supported by Accenture (Gold Sponsor), Pöyry 
(Silver Sponsor), Ormazabal (Bronze Sponsor), 
and cooperating sponsors GlenDimplex, IHS 
Global Limited, FTI Compass Lexecon, and IEEE. 
The next EURELECTRIC Annual Convention will 
take place in Berlin on 1-2 June 2015.

EURELECTRIC Annual Convention 2014
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EURELECTRIC Manifesto – Power for a Competitive Europe 

Handover to EU Energy Commissioner | Brussels, 03 February 2014

Welcoming the Commission’s 2030 Proposals: High Road or Low Road? 

EURELECTRIC Conference | Brussels, 13 March 2014 

Power Markets in Transition: Why Do We Need a New Market Design? 

EURELECTRIC Conference | Brussels, 06 May 2014 

DSO Declaration 

EURELECTRIC Conference | Brussels, 22 May 2014 

Building Trust in the New Energy World

EURELECTRIC Annual Convention and Conference | London, 02-03 June 2014 

2nd EU Electromobility Stakeholder Forum 

Green Emotion Event | Brussels, 04-05 June 2014 

The Future is Electric 

Exhibition & Debate | Brussels, 10-11 September 2014 

The Green eMotion Electric Rally: A Showcase of an Interoperable E-Mobility System 

Green eMotion Event | Brussels, 18 September 2014 

Efficiency & Electricity: The Role of CHP 

EURELECTRIC Workshop | Brussels, 03 October 2014 

RES and Security of Supply: Finding Market Solutions 

EURELECTRIC Workshop | Brussels, 08 October 2014 

Europe’s 8th Energy Region: Investing to Integrate Europe & Ensure Security of Supply 

EURELECTRIC Workshop | Brussels, 19 November 2014 

Friends, Not Foes. Customers, Utilities and the Unfolding Retail (R)evolution 

EURELECTRIC Conference |Brussels, 04 December 2014 

EURELECTRIC events 2014
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Flexibility and Aggregation - Requirements for their interaction in the market 
January

Taxes and Levies on Electricity in 2012 
January

Manifesto for a balanced, more efficient European Energy Policy 
February

EURELECTRIC Activity Report 2013 
February

Flexible Gas Markets for Variable Renewable Generation 
May

What really drives your bill up? 
May

Analysis of European Power Price Increase Drivers - a EURELECTRIC study 
May

DSO Declaration - Power Distribution: contributing to the European Energy Transition 
May

Electricity Distribution Investments: what regulatory framework do we need? 
May 

Forging a joint commitment to sustainable and cost-efficient energy transition in Europe 
June

CHP as part of the energy transition – the way forward 
October

Renewable Energy and Security of Supply: Finding Market Solutions 
October

Europe’s 8th Region: Securing investments in the Energy Community - a EURELECTRIC 
10-step Action Plan 
November

EURELECTRIC Position Paper: Energy Efficiency and its contribution to energy security 
and the 2030 Framework for climate and energy policy November

In addition to the own-initiative papers and reports above, EURELECTRIC responded to more 
than 30 public consultations from various stakeholders at EU level and shared its views 
on legislative proposals and other initiatives in more than 20 official letters and position 
papers. All of our publications are available at www.eurelectric.org/publications

EURELECTRIC publications 2014
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EURELECTRIC Member Organisations -  
Full Members

Oesterreichs Energie
Austria

Fédération Belge des Entreprises 
Electriques et Gazières (FEBEG) / Federatie 
van de Belgische Elektriciteits- en 
Gasbedrijven (FEBEG)
Synergrid
Belgium

Energy Management Institute
Bulgaria

Croatia EURELECTRIC Section – Croatian 
Chamber of Economy
Croatia

Electricity Authority of Cyprus
Cyprus

Cesky svaz zamestnavatelu v energetice 
(CSZE) 
Czech Republic

Dansk Energi
Denmark

ESTONIAN ELECTRICITY INDUSTRIES

The Union of Electricity Industry of Estonia
Estonia

Energiateollisuus ry
Finland

Union Française de l’Electricité (UFE) 
France

Bundesverband der Energie- und 
Wasserwirtschaft e.V (BDEW)
Germany

Hellenic Electricity Association (HELAS)
Greece

EURELECTRIC Magyarorszagi Tagozat
Hungary

Samorka - Icelandic Energy and Utilities
Iceland

Electricity Association of Ireland (EAI)
Ireland

Assoelettrica
Italy

Latvian Association of Power Engineers and 
Energy Constructors
Latvia

Nacionalinė Lietuvos Elektros Asociacija
Lithuania
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Organisation des Entreprises d’Electricité  
du Luxembourg
Luxembourg

ENEMALTA Corporation
Malta

Energie-Nederland
Netbeheer Nederland
The Netherlands

Energi Norge
Norway

Polski Komitet Energii Elektrycznej (PKEE)
Poland

Associação Portuguesa das Empresas do 
Sector eléctrico (ELECPOR)
Portugal

IRE – Romanian National Institute
Romania

Zväzu zamestnávateľov energetiky 
Slovenska (ZZES) 
Slovakia

Slovenian Chamber of Commerce, Energy 
Association, EURELECTRIC Section
Slovenia

Asociación Española de la Industria 
Eléctrica (UNESA)
Spain

Svensk Energi Swedenergy AB
Sweden

Verband Schweizerischer 
Elektrizitätsunternehmen (VSE) /  
Association des Enterprises Électriques 
Suisses (AES)
Switzerland

Türkiye Elektrik Sanayi Birligˇi (TESAB)
Turkey

Energy UK
Energy Networks Association (ENA) 
United Kingdom
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EURELECTRIC Member Organisations

EUROPEAN AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Albania Korporata Elektroenergjitike Shqiptare (KESH)

Belarus Belenergo

Bosnia-Herzegovina Elektropriveda Bosne I Hercegovine

Russia NP Market Council

Serbia Electric Power Industry of Serbia

Ukraine Ukrenergo 

United Kingdom Jersey Electricity Company Ltd.

MEDITERRANEAN AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Algeria Société Nationale de l’Electricité et du Gaz (SONELGAZ)

Egypt Egyptian Electricity Holding Company

Israel The Israel Electric Corporation Ltd.

Morocco Office National de l’Electricité (ONE)

Tunisia Société Tunisienne de l’Electricité et du Gaz (STEG)

INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Japan Central Research Institute of Electric Power Industry (CRIEPI)

Kazakhstan Kazakhstan Electricity Grid Operating Company (KEGOC)

South Africa Eskom

EI ASSOCIATES
France Compagnie Nationale du Rhône (CNR)

Switzerland Alpiq Suisse SA

Switzerland BKW/FMB Energie AG

Switzerland Groupe E

Switzerland Services Industriels de Genève

BUSINESS ASSOCIATES
ABB GEN

Accenture Glen Dimplex 

APX IBM

Areva IHS Global Limited

BWSC – Burmeister & Wain Scandinavian Contractor A/S Itron

Diehl Landis+Gyr AG

DNV GL Ormazabal

DTEK Pöyry Management Consulting

Energy Insights Pricewaterhouse Coopers

Enrichment Technology Company Ltd Siemens AG

EPEX Spot SE Tesla (Europe) Ltd

FTI Compass Lexecon Wärtsilä Corporation
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EURELECTRIC Board of Directors

President

Dr. Johannes TEYSSEN
Chairman of the Board of Management and CEO
E.ON SE

Vice President
Mr. António MEXIA
CEO
EDP

Vice President (until 22.11.2014)

Mr. Henri PROGLIO
Chairman & CEO
EDF

Secretary General
Mr. Hans ten BERGE
Secretary General
EURELECTRIC

Member Substitute

AUSTRIA Mr. Wolfgang ANZENGRUBER
CEO
VERBUND AG

Dr. Barbara SCHMIDT
Secretary General
Österreichs E-Wirtschaft

BELGIUM Mr. Marc VAN DEN BOSCH
Director General
FEBEG

Ms. Bérénice CRABS
Secretary General
SYNERGRID asbl

BULGARIA Mr. Petr DOKLADAL
Regional Manager
EMI

Mr. Joerg SOLLFELNER
Chairman of the Board
EVN Bulgaria

CROATIA Mr. Perica JUKIC
President of the Management Board
Croatia EURELECTRIC Section - Croatian Chamber of Economy

CYPRUS Dr. Stelios STYLIANOU
General Manager
Electricity Authority of Cyprus

Mr. Tassos GREGORIOU
Assistant Manager Networks
Electricity Authority of Cyprus

CZECH REPUBLIC Mr. Pavel CYRANI
Member of the Board, Chief Strategy officer
CEZ a.s.

Mrs. Lucie HOROVA
Head of EURELECTRIC section
CSZE

DENMARK Mr. Lars AAGAARD
CEO
Dansk Energi

Mr. Anders STOUGE
Deputy Director General
Dansk Energi

ESTONIA Mr. Sandor LIIVE
Chairman of the Management Board & CEO
Eesti Energia AS

Mr. Jaanus ARUKAEVU
Advisor of CEO of Eesti Energia
Eesti Energia AS
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EURELECTRIC Board of Directors

FINLAND Mr. Tapio KUULA
President and CEO
Fortum Corporation

Mr. Juha NAUKKARINEN
Managing Director
Energiateollisuus ry

FRANCE Mr. Robert DURDILLY
Président
UFE

Mr. Stéphane MOREL
Vice-President
UFE

GERMANY Dr. Arndt NEUHAUS
CEO
RWE Deutschland AG

Ms. Hildegard MÜLLER
Chairman of the Management Board
BDEW

GREECE Mr. Arthouros ZERVOS
Chairman & CEO
Public Power Corporation S.A.

Dr. Sotiris HADJIMICHAEL
Director, Strategy Department
Public Power Corporation S.A.

HUNGARY Mr. Attila BALLY
Deputy CEO, Chief Commercial Officer
Hungarian Eurelectric Association

Mr. Zsolt JAMNICZKY
Deputy CEO
E.ON Hungária Zrt.

ICELAND Mr. Gústaf Adolf SKULASON
Managing Director
SAMORKA

Mr. Sigurdur AGUSTSSON
Division Manager
SAMORKA

IRELAND Mr. Patrick O’DOHERTY
Chief Executive
ESB

Dr. Owen WILSON
Chief Executive
EAI

ITALY Dr.-Ing. Roberto POTI
Executive Vice-President Institutional & Regulatory Affairs and 
Power International
Edison S.p.A.

Mr. Alberto IRACE
CEO
ACEA S.p.A.

LATVIA Mr. Aris ZIGURS
Chairman of the Management Board & CEO
Latvenergo AS

Mr. Maris KUNICKIS
Member of the Management Board & COO
Latvenergo AS

LITHUANIA Mr. Dalius MISIUNAS
President
Nacionaline Lietuvos Elektros Asociacija

Mr. Dalius ALEKSANDRAVICIUS
Head of Strategy and Business Development
AB LESTO

LUXEMBOURG Mr. Jean LUCIUS
Co-Chairman of the Executive Committee 
Enovos Luxembourg S.A.

Mr. Paul ZEIMET
Secrétaire Général
SEO

MALTA Mr. Fredrick AZZOPARDI
Executive Chairman
ENEMALTA Corporation

Ing. Jonathan SCERRI
Executive Director
ENEMALTA Corporation

NORWAY Mr. Oluf ULSETH
CEO
Energi Norge

Mr. Snorre LAMARK
Executive Director International Affairs
Energi Norge

POLAND Mr. Marek WOSZCZYK
President
PKEE

Mr. Stanisław TOKARSKI
Vice President
Tauron Polska Energia SA

PORTUGAL Mr. João MANSO NETO
CEO
EDP Renewables

Mr. João NASCIMENTO BAPTISTA
Executive Director General
ELECPOR

ROMANIA Mr. Teodor-Ovidiu POP
General Manager Verbund - President of IRE
IRE
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SLOVAKIA (Slovak 
Republic)

Mr. Nicola COTUGNO
Member of the Board and Generation and Energy Management 
Director
Slovenske Elektrarne a.s.

Mr. Alexander KSINAN
CEO
SAG Elektrovod, a.s.

SLOVENIA Mr. Niko MARTINEC
Executive Director
Energy Industry Chamber of Slovenia

Dr. Ivan SMON
Assistant of the Management Board
ELEKTRO GORENJSKA, D.D

SPAIN Mr. Eduardo MONTES
President
UNESA

Mr. Angel Luis VIVAR
Director of Energy Policy & Sustainable Development
UNESA

SWEDEN Mr. Kjell JANSSON
Managing Director
Svensk Energi Swedenergy AB

Mr. Bosse ANDERSSON
Deputy Managing Director
Svensk Energi Swedenergy AB

SWITZERLAND Mr. Kurt ROHRBACH
Chairman
VSE/AES

Mr. Michael FRANK
Director
VSE/AES

THE NETHERLANDS Mr. Hans ALDERS
President
Energie-Nederland

Mr. André JURJUS
Managing Director
Netbeheer Nederland

Mr. Guido REEHUIS
Senior Policy Advisor EU Affairs
Netbeheer Nederland

TURKEY Mr. Halil ALIS
General manager - Chairman of the Executive Board of TESAB
TEIAS

Mr. Fahrettin Amir ARMAN
General Manager
AYEN Energy Company

UNITED KINGDOM Ms. Angela KNIGHT
Chief Operating Officer
Energy UK

Mr. Gwyn DOLBEN
Head of European Affairs
Energy UK

UNITED KINGDOM Mr. David SMITH
Chief Executive
ENA

Mrs. Alison HEATH
Director of Corporate Services
ENA
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BCA Groups *
• WG Legal Affairs
• WG Health, Safety & Environment
• TF SF6
•  Ad hoc group Neighbourhood: Energy Community and 

MENA

Issue Manager Topics

EURELECTRIC Structure of Expertise

                        Joint Wholesale & Retail Coordination Group

COORDINATION COMMITTEE

ENERGY POLICY & GENERATION MARKETS     DSO

Chair:  
Oluf ULSETH (NO)

Vice Chair:  
Michel MATHEU (FR)

WG Renewables:  
Beatrix WIDMER (DE)

WG Thermal & Nuclear: 
Gwyn DOLBEN (UK)

WG Hydro:  
Otto PIRKER (AT)

WG Innovation (H)*:  
Stephan RAMESOHL (DE)

Chair:  
Juan José ALBA RIOS (ES)

Vice Chair:  
Marcel CAILLIAU (BE)

WG Market Integration & 
Network Codes:  

Ruud OTTER (NL)

WG Wholesale Market 
Design :  

Håkan FEUK (SE)

WG Gas to Power*:  
Stephen ROSE (UK)

TF Financial Regulation & 
Market Integrity:  

Bernhard WALTER (DE)

TF EURELECTRIC Cooperation 
with Russia/CIS:  

Mans HOLMBERG (FI)

Chair:  
Peter BIRKNER (DE)  
(until 22 Nov 2014)

Vice-Chair:  
Ari KOPONEN (FI)

WG Distribution Regulation 
& Policy: Sylvie COURTIER-

ARNOUX (FR)

WG DSO Project 
Deployment:  

Erik LANDECK (DE)

WG Standardisation:  
Giovanni VALTORTA (IT)

WG Distribution System 
Design:  

Per HALLBERG (SE)

WG Distribution Customers 
& Smart Metering:  
Robert DENDA (ES)

Renewables Integration into  
the Market (until 22 Nov. 2014):  

Thomas BARTH (DE)

Downstream Market Design:  
Pat O’DOHERTY (IE)

BOARD  
OF 
DIRECTORS

* BCA - Board, Coordinating Committee Active
* (H) - Horizontal
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Secretariat Groups
• NE Business Data
• NE Network Codes 
• NE Islands System Managers
• NE Access to Energy
• WG European Social Dialogue

                        Joint Wholesale & Retail Coordination Group

    DSO
ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABLE  

DEVELOPMENT POLICY
RETAIL CUSTOMERS

Chair:  
Peter BIRKNER (DE)  
(until 22 Nov 2014)

Vice-Chair:  
Ari KOPONEN (FI)

WG Distribution Regulation 
& Policy: Sylvie COURTIER-

ARNOUX (FR)

WG DSO Project 
Deployment:  

Erik LANDECK (DE)

WG Standardisation:  
Giovanni VALTORTA (IT)

WG Distribution System 
Design:  

Per HALLBERG (SE)

WG Distribution Customers 
& Smart Metering:  
Robert DENDA (ES)

Chair:  
Owen WILSON (IE) 

Vice-Chair:  
Giuseppe MONTESANO (IT)

WG Climate Change:  
Tomas CHMELIK (CZ)

WG Environmental 
Protection:  

Walter RUIJGROK (NL)

WG Energy & Resource 
Efficiency:  

Philippe BAUDUIN (FR)

WG By-products, Residues 
& Wastes:  

Steve WAYGOOD (UK)

Chair:  
Marco MARGHERI (IT)

Vice-Chair:  
Roel KALJEE (NL)

WG Commercial Processes 
& Customer Relationship: 

Roel KALJEE (NL)

Johannes TEYSSEN (DE)
President

Mr. Henri PROGLIO
Vice President (until 22 Nov. 2014 )

Mr. António MEXIA
Vice President

Mr. Hans ten BERGE
Secretary General

WG – Working Group 
NE – Network of Experts As on 31 December 2014
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Marc DENYS
Head of Unit

Emily O’LEARY
Events Officer

Michèle DUBOIS
Advisor

Carine BUSARD
Accounting Assistant

Romain JOURDAN
Advisor

Marie DEBOIS
Assistant/Receptionist

Diego NOMEN
Advisor

Geoffrey LADEUZE
Assistant

Evgeniya NIKOLOVA
Web Designer

Anne-Malorie GÉRON
Head of Unit

Koen NOYENS
Advisor

Niina HONKASALO
Advisor

Emma-Louise BEDFORD
Assistant

Anne-Marie REGO
Head of Unit

Policy Management & 
International Relations

Gaël GLORIEUX
Principal Advisor
Communication & 

Public Affairs

Julia EICHHORST
Senior Advisor

Communication & 
Media Relations

Nathalie HAESEVOETS
Assistant

ENERGY POLICY & GENERATION

Hans TEN BERGE
Secretary General

Annick ERKENS
Personal Assistant

SECRETARY GENERAL

ADMINISTRATION & IT

POLICY COORDINATION  
& COMMUNICATION

EVENTS

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Gunnar LORENZ
Head of Unit

Charlotte RENAUD
Advisor

Sébastien DOLIGÉ
Advisor

Paulo LOPES
Advisor

Adélaïde BOODTS
Assistant 

MARKETS

Susanne NIES
Head of Unit

Pavla MANDATOVA
Advisor

Aura CARAMIZARU
Advisor

Claire COUET
Advisor

Jacobo ALVAREZ
Advisor

Ann STRZELCZYK
Assistant

DSO

Jesse SCOTT
Head of Unit

Hélène LAVRAY
Advisor

Henning HÄDER
Advisor

Brigitte FRANCÉ
Assistant

ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY

Giuseppe LORUBIO
Head of Unit

Sébastien DOLIGÉ
Advisor

Adélaïde BOODTS
Policy Officer

Marion LABATUT
Advisor

Nathalie HAESEVOETS 
Assistant

RETAIL CUSTOMERS

EURELECTRIC staff 

As on 31 December 2014
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