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The EURELECTRIC Board of Directors elects Dr. 
Johannes Teyssen, CEO of E.ON SE, as EURELECTRIC 
President for the next two years. The Board also 
appoints two Vice Presidents: António Luís Guerra 
Nunes Mexia, CEO of utility EDP, and Henri Proglio, 
Chairman and CEO of utility EDF.

At the EURELECTRIC Annual 
Convention in Bologna, 
new EURELECTRIC President 
Johannes Teyssen calls 
on policymakers to create 
a sustainable business 
environment based on 
market instruments 

and competition, within a consistent and stable 
regulatory framework. This will allow the European 
electricity sector to power economic growth.

Innovation in the power sector could unlock up to 
€70bn in 2030 and reduce power generation cost 
by 11%, according to EURELECTRIC’s Innovation 
Action Plan. But the report launched at a public 
event in Brussels also shows that allowing innovation 
to play out will require European policymakers to 
create an enabling EU policy framework.

European policymakers 
must urgently send a clear 
policy signal to power  
sector investors, or risk a  
‘lost decade’ in which the 
European economy fails to 
reduce carbon emissions 
and piles up costs for future 
delayed reductions. This is 
the key conclusion of Power 

Choices Reloaded, a major update of EURELECTRIC’s 
Power Choices study from 2009.

A EURELECTRIC conference 
sees the release of six 
factsheets which bring 
together key facts and 
figures on hydropower  
in Europe. The factsheets 
aim to improve the 
understanding of the hydro 
technology and its merits 
among EU policymakers. 

Amid on-going efforts to develop EU-wide standards 
for smart grids, EURELECTRIC distribution system 
operators (DSOs) publish a paper setting out 
their priorities for smart grids standards in three 
main areas: smart network management, smart 
integration of distributed generation and e-mobility, 
and smart markets and active customers.

EURELECTRIC, together with European 
biomass association AEBIOM, calls for 
EU-wide binding sustainability criteria for 
biomass, as a way to reduce the regulatory 
complexity that is hampering trade and 
increasing costs.

More decisive actions are needed to adapt 
electricity markets to renewables and avoid 
market deterioration, EURELECTRIC says in 
its response to the European Commission’s 
Communication on ‘Making the Internal 
Energy Market work’. 

JanUaRy FEbRUaRy maRCh apRIL may JUnE

2013 at a glance
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Policymakers looking to set Europe’s post-2020 
climate and energy policies must pave the way 
for an energy system that is “cleaner, simpler and 
smarter”, EURELECTRIC says in its response to the 
European Commission’s consultation on Europe’s 
2030 energy and climate policy framework.

EURELECTRIC publishes 
its DSO Facts & Figures. 
The brochure brings 
together, for the first 
time, numerical data on 
European distribution 
system operators and 
their business.

The European Commission finally publishes its 
long-awaited guidance on public intervention in 
energy markets. EURELECTRIC, which shares the 
Commission’s aim to limit market distortions caused 
by state action, welcomes the Communication’s  
pro-market and pro-European approach.

EURELECTRIC presents the 
2013 edition of its Power 
Statistics and Trends report 
at its annual Energy Policy 
conference in Brussels and 
at a European Parliament 
lunch event in Strasbourg. 
Data show that renewables 
growth slowed in 2012, 
while fossil fuels saw a shift 
from gas to coal.

A EURELECTRIC event on capacity remuneration 
mechanisms attracts more than 200 delegates 
to discuss what role CRM can play in ensuring 
continued generation adequacy in Europe. 
EURELECTRIC uses the opportunity to launch a 
proposal on how to allow cross-border participation 
in national CRM.

In proposals closely aligned with EURELECTRIC’s 
own positions, CEOs representing half of European 
power generation capacity – including several 
EURELECTRIC members – launch a campaign for a 
better EU energy policy, warning that the current 
policy is not delivering. 

 Speaking at a conference in Paris, EURELECTRIC President Johannes 
Teyssen calls on the German and French governments to explore the 
feasibility and benefits of an aligned French and German energy 
market design. The call reflects EURELECTRIC’s efforts to ensure 
coordination between countries as they strive to address concerns 
regarding generation adequacy and soaring costs for renewables. 

JULy aUGUsT sEpTEmbER oCTobER noVEmbER DECEmbER

 A new EURELECTRIC paper 
sets out two possible 
market models to ensure 
EU-wide access to charging 
infrastructure for e-mobility 
customers. Both market 
models aim to provide 

e-mobility customers with the same confidence 
in infrastructure access that they might have with 
conventional vehicles. 
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Mr Teyssen, you have become EURELECTRIC President 

in what is arguably a challenging time for the 

European electricity sector. Since taking up your 

role in June you have repeatedly warned policymakers 

that the European electricity market today is in bad 

shape and urgently needs to be fixed. Why are you so 

worried – and what solutions do you propose?

As EURELECTRIC president my first objective is to raise 

awareness among political leaders in the EU but also in 

member states on the fact that the energy policy defined 

a few years ago is not delivering the expected results 

and the status quo cannot be a sustainable pathway. 

The energy objectives of delivering clean, secure and 

affordable energy are no longer achieved. 

Instead, today we observe market distortions between 

technologies and a lack of level playing field between 

market participants. This leads to an unfair burden 

sharing between those who pay system costs and those 

who take advantage of it. While end-consumers’ energy 

bills have increased rapidly, electricity market prices 

have plummeted. 

Above all, we believe that it is in the interest of all EU 

citizens to make energy bills affordable. High energy 

prices are not primarily caused by climate policies but by 

high taxes and levies that are not energy-related. A clear 

carbon signal instead makes renewable technologies 

competitive and gives incentives for new technologies 

and solutions needed to drive the energy transition. All 

countries are focusing on low carbon energy solutions, 

Europe should not fall behind during this opportunity  

to foster innovation.

I also trust that a reform of RES support proposed by the 

Commission can help to restore a balance on the energy 

market and introduce a fair cost allocation between 

technologies and market parties. I therefore strongly 

encourage policy-makers to stop the spiraling costs of 

energy due to inefficient policies. We need to restore 

an environment that incentivises competition and 

system efficiency whilst allowing reliability and system 

responsibility at a fair return.

What can and should EURELECTRIC do in this 

context? What is your vision for EURELECTRIC 

for the next two years, also taking into account 

that 2014 will see the replacement of the current 

European Parliament and European Commission? 

The European Commission is currently taking essential 

steps for a future-proof energy policy with the guidance 

package and its state aid reform. EURELECTRIC can offer 

expertise and support in designing the right framework 

for state interventions where needed and market 

integration where possible to allow efficient solutions to 

supply sustainable energy at lowest costs. 

IT Is Up To 
EURELECTRIC To 
DRIVE ThE DEbaTE 
anD pUT EnERGy 
baCk InTo ThE 
poLITICaL FoCUs

Johannes TEySSEn 
EURELECTRIC President  
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In 2014 there will be two important EU summits on 

competitiveness and on the 2030 energy and climate 

strategy. In both areas, it is up to EURELECTRIC to drive 

the debate and put energy back into the political focus.

In parallel to EURELECTRIC’s activities at EU level, 

the second half of the year has also seen the launch 

of a political initiative by initially 10 CEOs of large 

European energy companies, including yourself 

as CEO of E.ON. How is this initiative aligned with 

EURELECTRIC’s work?

The demands of the initiative by now 12 CEOs are 

completely congruent with EURELECTRIC’s positions. We 

understand this initiative as an active and visible 

endeavour to reinforce and implement the fundamental, 

necessary changes EURELECTRIC demands. E.ON supports 

the development of a European energy market with all 

means necessary. First of all we needed to raise our  

voice to draw policymakers’ attention to the uncertain 

and damaging situation the electricity sector faces.

Finally, if you had the power to immediately bring 

about one – and only one – change to European 

energy policy, what would it be? 

We need adequate economic signals again to invest. 

Energy is one of the sectors with the largest investment 

requirements in Europe, not only to encourage the energy 

transition and replace an ageing energy infrastructure but 

also to provide competitiveness to the entire European 

industry. Our sector has lead times measured in decades. 

This is why we urge for a stable setting in which we can 

develop a reliable and efficient electricity supply. Abrupt 

and often uncoordinated policy changes lead to harmful 

economic signals to investors and are damaging the 

investment climate in general.

It is in the interest of all  
EU citizens to make  
energy bills affordable

We need adequate economic 
 signals again to invest

interview
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Mr Mexia, as EURELECTRIC Vice President, what do 

you see as the added value of EURELECTRIC?

It should be clear that today, energy is one of the biggest 

challenges that Europe faces, thus making EURELECTRIC’s 

role more important than ever. With electricity being one 

of the cornerstones of the Internal Market, involved in 

deep challenges such as climate change, increasing 

dependence on imports, and access for all users to 

affordable energy, EURELECTRIC is and must be at the 

forefront of the discussions held at European level. 

Also, this is an industry with long lead times, with 

decisions taken today potentially determinant for the 

next 20, 30, 40 years. Therefore, a strong dialogue 

between the European power industry and the European 

Institutions is critical to shape future policy allowing an 

efficient, sustainable and investable energy sector. 

EURELECTRIC provides a healthy and knowledgeable 

environ ment for the discussion of those challenges. 

It is also an environment where different visions about 

electricity systems – driven by a multitude of experiences 

and backgrounds – come together to form a unique 

and coherent vision on the development of the Internal 

Electricity Market.

In your view, what kind of framework is needed to 

integrate conventional and renewable generation 

into one market? 

A new market design is needed. I do not believe that small 

adjustments to the existing market design will be enough 

to cope with the challenges the electricity sector is facing.

a new market model  
is needed

António MEXIA 
EURELECTRIC Vice President  

The current electricity market design is more than two decades 

old, and was established at a time when the generation mix 

was quite different and the cost structure was mostly 

variable. Since then, with the penetration of renewables and 

decreasing load factors of conventional generation, the 

cost structure has changed dramatically, putting a larger and 

growing weight on near zero variable cost technologies. 

The market design must change to accommodate this 

evolution, as it is no longer conveying existing and 

prospective investors adequate signals that lead to 

affordability, security of supply and generation adequacy. 

We urgently need a market design that ensures strong 

competitive pressure and the correct incentives for  

inno vation, which will overcome the challenges we are 

presently facing. In my view we need to focus competition 

where the money is: at the moment when the investment 

decisions are taken. Therefore, ex-ante competition, 

increasingly at European-level, associated with foreseeability 

should be the basis of a new market design. This would 

allow a better integration of renewable and conventional 

generation into one market, with lower risk premium being 

demanded by players and thus, lower costs to our customers. 

In this new market design conventional generation and 

renewables should not be viewed as enemies, but as being 

fundamental components of a balanced generation mix.

3. If you had the power to immediately bring about 

one – and only one – change to European energy 

policy, what would it be?

Europe is not faced with a setting that could be resolved 

by one single change. At this stage strong dialogue, open-

mindedness and good judgement are, in my view, the funda-

mental values that must drive energy policy discussions.

One should be able to discuss new ideas and new market 

concepts without being prisoner of the past and of old ideas.

Obviously, reality is what it is, and it cannot be changed 

overnight. Existing contracts have to be respected and 

retroactivity should by all means be avoided. But I am sure 

that, if we all work together towards a new market design, 

while getting rid of old prejudices, we will be able to set  

a new reality for the sector – more sustainable, more 

affordable and more secure – as well as the path to get there. 
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interview

Mr Proglio, congratulations on your nomination 

as EURELECTRIC Vice President. What do you hope to 

achieve during your mandate?

First, I want to be an active member of the EURELECTRIC 

team. One thing that I would very much like to achieve 

would be to restore trust between European customers 

and the power utilities. Electricity has been, is, and 

will be a great progress enabler. Smart grids and 

metering, storage technologies, low-carbon generation, 

e-mobility… Power utilities are truly innovative and bring 

to our European societies a lot to dream of ! 

A lot of the European energy debate in 2013 has been 

about affordability: both for retail customers and 

to ensure Europe’s industrial competitiveness. Have 

power companies not paid enough attention to this 

topic in the past? 

Affordability declined mainly because of taxes on top 

of generation and transmission prices, which now only 

represent 30 to 50% of customers’ bills. In France, 

power prices are quite low, due to its hydraulic and 

nuclear generation mix. In fact, EDF has paid constant 

attention to quality and affordability during these 

last 30 years, with a unique blend of engineering  

and economic talents in generation, transmission and 

customer services. This is why we decided to invest in 

UK based EPR projects through a long-term contract, 

using the Energy Market Reform opportunities decided 

by the British government. This also explains how we 

became the first ranked RES investor in 2012 in Europe.

We need to restore trust 
between European customers 
and the power utilities

Henri PROGLIO 
EURELECTRIC Vice President  

Of course, in Italy and in Belgium, we do face the same 

issues as other major players regarding the very low 

profitability of CCGTs, as they are pushed outside the 

market because of RES feed-in tariffs. I understand 

European customers’ frustration, as they are confronted 

with ever rising power taxes and at the same time read 

in the newspapers that wholesale power prices are quite 

low. It just does not make sense.

If you had the power to immediately bring about one 

– and only one – change to European energy policy, 

what would it be?

There is a clear need to put electricity back on track as 

a key driver for growth and jobs in Europe. The cases of 

the US and China show that energy is more than ever 

the engine of growth, and the European Union really 

needs to catch up with its global competitors in that 

respect. European power utilities have an essential 

part to play in stirring up efficient investments and in 

triggering innovation on smart electricity uses, grids and 

generation technologies. Thanks to fact-based technology 

assessments and to a shared vision of the major shifts 

in the global energy scene, Europe can set up a more 

predictable investment environment, one that provides 

effective long-term signals toward a competitive, climate-

oriented and energy secure Europe.
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In times as challenging as these, EURELECTRIC needs to 

draw closer to its members. And 2013 has undoubtedly 

been a challenging year for our industry. At EU level, the 

lack of coherence between measures in different policy 

areas – energy, climate, environment, competitiveness, 

innovation – continues. At national level, European 

countries are increa  singly turning to reregulation and 

renationalis ation. Only the most optimistic observer 

would now still believe that a European internal energy 

market by 2014 remains within our grasp. 

These trends, together with the continued economic 

malaise, have done European power utilities no favours. 

Companies have suffered across the board, whatever 

their portfolio. Ensuring much-needed investment – be it 

in cleaner generation capacity or modern distribution 

networks – continues to be a concern for CEOs as they 

struggle to secure viable financing options. 

Throughout the year, EURELECTRIC has time and again 

raised its voice to speak out against incoherent and 

piecemeal approaches, and to argue in favour of more 

joined-up thinking. But we recognise that we have to 

practise what we preach regarding our own work as well.

As we continue to tell the European Commission that we 

would like to see fewer silo mentalities and a more 

integrated approach, we also need to reflect this in our 

own work. We have therefore this year appointed our first 

“issue manager” to take a look at one issue – market 

integration of renewables – in a holistic way. Supported 

by the Secretariat, he has been mandated to draw upon 

the vast expertise available right across our membership 

– a truly collaborative approach.

This approach also pays tribute to our greatest asset:  

our members. Serving them well remains our top priority. 

By appointing designated country representatives within 

the Secretariat, we have made sure that national members 

can benefit from a single point of contact. Country 

representatives have continued their service of paying a 

visit to all EURELECTRIC members at least once a year. 

We have also undergone extensive restructuring in the 

past year, slashing the number of working groups by 

close to 50%. This streamlined structure will enable us to 

better serve our members by allowing us to concentrate 

on those issues where their expertise can bring real 

added value at EU level.

At the same time, we have strengthened our focus on retail 

customers, with the creation of a specific retail customers 

committee. This reflects the growing importance of this 

issue at EU level – and the importance of customers as the 

lifeblood of our industry. 2013 has seen the debate on 

retail prices, already familiar from a national context, gain 

traction in Brussels as well. These concerns will continue 

to dominate the political debate in 2014, starting with a 

European Council in February on energy prices and costs 

and their effects on Europe’s overall competitiveness.

The severity of the state we are in requires strong action. 

I am convinced that, with its new structure, EURELECTRIC 

is well equipped to ensure that our voice is heard by 

those who decide on the future direction of European 

energy and climate policy. In 2014, we will continue to 

speak out loudly and clearly on the issues that affect our 

industry. I fully expect that this will pave the way for 

success: a sound European energy policy in the interest 

of a strong European economy and the 500 million 

citizens our members and associated companies serve.

message

Hans TEn BERGE
EURELECTRIC Secretary General  
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interview

Mr Lowe, one year before the Internal Energy Market 

is due to be completed, EURELECTRIC is concerned 

that we are moving away from greater integration 

towards a “renationalisation” of energy policy 

instead, away from markets back to reregulation. 

Do you share this concern and what can the EC do  

to invert the trend?

We share these concerns. A number of Member States 

have introduced, or are considering, national schemes or 

rules which would have the effect of distorting the internal 

market, confirming the isolation of some Member States 

and raising costs. 

History tells us that economic crises have a negative 

impact on European integration, so the best thing we 

can do for European integration is to get our economy 

back onto a stable and positive track. Our energy policies 

could help this happen. Investments in energy efficiency, 

for example, new businesses for clean technology and 

customer services, more trained engineers to build the 

networks of the future – these will help our economy  

to move in the right direction. 

The best way to avoid the pitfalls of re-nationalisation 

is to keep the EU on course to complete its internal 

energy market. We still have some way to go to 

convince all Member States that European energy 

collaboration can be more productive than national 

reactions. So we have to continue our work to ensure 

the full implementation of European legislation, to 

bring together all stakeholders and Member States 

to find workable consensus and compromise, and 

to provide a convincing mouthpiece for all Member 

States. Energy is a global industry, and the power of 

28 Member States and 500 million consumers carries 

a lot of weight. This is a message we all need to  

get across to Member States – whether in the 

Commission, or in the energy industry. 

The energy policy debate over the past months  

has been increasingly driven by concerns about 

affordability and competitiveness. How does the 

Commission’s recently released guidance package 

on renewables and generation adequacy fit into this 

debate? What is the link to the State Aid Guidelines? 

What effect do you expect the updated guidelines on 

state aid to have on the energy sector?

At the heart of our work on renewables and generation 

adequacy is the conviction that Europe is better able  

to deal with the issues – of affordability, market design, 

state intervention, capacity mechanisms – if we have a 

European approach, if there is consistency in the internal 

market, if we work together, rather than in competition 

among Member States. 

December 2013 also marked the end of  

an EU ‘institution’: Philip Lowe, Director-General  

for Energy at the European Commission,  

announced his retirement. In the final weeks  

of his long and distinguished career at the 

Commission, EURELECTRIC caught up with  

the man who spent 40 years in Brussels  

serving the common European interest. 

Philip LOWE
Outgoing Director General for 
Energy, European Commission  
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Not only is this necessary to prevent distortions and 

unfairness in the internal market, it is also the most  

cost-effective way of working, Supporting the setting up 

of national reserve capacities can be a very expensive 

solution. The Commission suggests alternatives which 

take into account a European perspective, such as better 

coordination with neighbours, investing in transmission 

infrastructure or removing price regulation.

The principles set out in the Commission’s proposals 

on state aids and state intervention in the energy 

sector will guide the future enforcement of EU state aid 

rules and future proposals for EU energy legislation. 

The idea is that public intervention should, when 

necessary and justified, be more market-based, 

more adaptable over time, more open to cross-border 

solutions and allow for more competition between 

supported technologies.

Affordability and competitiveness are also at the core 

of two new papers my services are preparing. First, 

a report on energy costs and prices for the February 

2014 European Council on industrial competitiveness; 

and second, an economic study on energy costs and 

subsidies, which will be completed shortly. Of course, 

when looking at the cost of energy, we should not forget 

the energy we do not use. This is why the Commission is 

also pushing energy providers to do more to help their 

customers to save energy. 

Following the European Parliament elections in 

May, a new European Commission is expected to take 

office in November 2014. What are the major energy 

and climate issues that the next Commission will 

have to tackle? 

First, we have the on-going challenge of implementation. 

For the internal market, for example, we have three 

major challenges, which require considerable resources 

and political effort: first, the enforcement challenge, 

because Member States do not always fully deliver 

the commitments made when they adopt European 

legislation; second, the consumer challenge, to enable 

consumers to take better advantage of all that the EU 

offers them; and third, the transition challenge, sticking 

the course towards a more low-carbon and secure energy 

supply, while managing the financial, technology and 

social challenges. 

Next, we have the climate challenge. Globally, the 

progress towards an international climate agreement is 

slow, but the world is moving. The EU needs to keep up its 

position of leadership. To do this, we need a strong and 

ambitious, but realistic, framework for 2030. Delivering 

this framework, which could mean speeding up the 

already unprecedented rate of change, will be a huge 

challenge for the next Commission. 

Third, we have the infrastructure challenge. Even without 

our low-carbon ambitions, we need to replace, modernise 

and adapt our networks for new patterns of energy 

demand – higher electricity demand for IT and transport, 

for example. To do this, the Commission will need to work 

with all the parts of the industry to design and build up 

a different kind of power grid – modern, flexible, efficient 

and “intelligent”.

Further, we have the prices and costs challenge. On 

the one hand, the EU has to deal with higher prices 

than our international competitors. On the other hand, 

we have the chance to invest in a future where we 

could, depending on how fossil fuel prices and supply 

patterns evolve, have more secure and more affordable 

energy than our competitors. Much will depend on 

investments today – in energy efficiency, in integrated 

networks, in clean technology, in skills and training. 

The challenge is how to secure these investments 

without putting too great a burden on customers, 

taxpayers or industry.

Other issues are likely to arise which require new action 

from the Commission and/or EU – for example shale gas, 

funding for CCS, more sustainable energy for transport, 

and many more.

The challenge is how to secure 
these investments without putting 
too great a burden on customers, 
taxpayers or industry
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Finally, of course, there is the unknown. No matter what 

the emergency, the Commission will continue to bring  

the EU together to deal with it.

Mr Lowe, you were Director General of DG Energy 

for four years, ever since the Commission took up 

office in January 2010. Do you think that the EU’s 

energy policy is in better shape than when this 

Commission began its term?

For several years now, the Commission has taken a strong 

lead in making sure that the EU is better equipped to deal 

with the diverse and growing challenges which our energy 

system faces. This Commission has worked extremely 

hard to put the EU in a stronger position to deal with 

these challenges.

We are making definite progress towards a more 

integrated, more interconnected, European internal 

market for electricity and gas. Following on from the 

adoption of the third energy package, we now have solid 

political backing from the European Council to create a 

truly ‘complete’ internal market by 2014. We have made 

important progress on the EU-wide Network Codes; the 

REMIT Regulation sets clear rules for energy trading; the 

Infrastructure Regulation and list of 248 PCI’s will help 

stimulate the necessary investments to modernise and 

improve our gas and electricity networks. We have also 

taken concrete steps to help consumers exercise their 

new rights – to choose the best supplier for them, to 

receive fair and honest treatment from their supplier and 

to have access to help if things go wrong.

On security of supply, we have new provisions in place to 

avoid and respond better to threats to gas supplies and 

imports. The new Gas Coordination Group and Electricity 

Coordination Group create European added value and 

will help the internal market work better.

The impact of the Deepwater Horizon accident in the 

Mexican Gulf and the Fukushima nuclear crisis has been 

to renew the EU's focus on safety in both the offshore 

and nuclear sectors. New legislation will help raise safety 

standards in the offshore oil and gas industry so that 

all workers can benefit from high levels of safety. The 

nuclear stress tests brought the whole European nuclear 

industry and all Member States together, as well as some 

international partners, in a concerted effort to ensure  

that all European citizens have high levels of protection 

from nuclear accidents or leakage. 

We have also transformed the context for energy efficiency 

in Europe. More consumer products than ever are now 

subject to labelling and energy-efficient standards of 

design. The Energy Efficiency Directive includes for the 

first time a common EU-wide binding energy efficiency 

target, for buildings renovation. And for renewables, our 

new Communication on state intervention in the energy 

sector looks forward to a more level playing field for 

renewables in the energy market, giving renewables a 

more certain future in the internal energy market. 

Our 2050 Roadmap was a triumph of European debate 

and collaboration. It provides important evidence that the 

best way for Europe to move towards a more sustainable, 

secure and competitive energy future is based on the 

internal market, common goals and European solidarity.

I could add several other European initiatives to these 

achievements – for example in energy technology, 

from the Strategic Energy Technology Plan to European 

Technology Platforms and specific initiatives such Smart 

Cities. Or in external energy policy, where Member 

States have moved decisively towards a more open and 

coordinated way of developing external energy relations. 

So, yes, European energy policy is in a better shape 

in the sense that we have in place more European 

provisions to make energy in Europe more secure, more 

competitive and more sustainable over the medium  

and longer term. 

interview

We need to replace, modernise 
and adapt our networks for new 
patterns of energy demand
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CohEREnT  
poLICy
Policy or regulatory changes for power 
companies have a wide impact and 
the potential to touch the lives of all 
EU citizens. EURELECTRIC is therefore 
asking policymakers to ensure a 
sound, secure and stable regulatory 
framework that provides adequate 
economic signals to investors.
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UTILITIEs -  
poWERInG InnoVaTIon

ThE ImpoRTanCE oF InnoVaTIon  
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hese changes and pressures have propelled 

innovation to the fore of the power sector. From 

a relatively peripheral phenomenon, innovation 

has now become central to fundamental shifts in power 

sector value creation as well as a precondition for the 

achievement of societal objectives. All power sector 

participants – from equipment manufacturers to energy 

retailers – will need to find new ways to improve their 

products and manage their businesses. EU electric 

utilities are ready to play their part, and are increasing 

their investment in innovation. 

Over the course of the past year EURELECTRIC has engaged 

its members in intense work on innovation in the power 

sector and the policy changes needed to support the move. 

The results have been widely disseminated, including 

in Japan and the US. Power sector innovation in both 

countries had been considered in EURELECTRIC’s work, 

for the sake of comparison with innovation across the EU.

There is no mistaking the significant potential value 

of power sector innovation. The report estimates that 

accelerated innovation in power supply technologies  

and business models for energy efficiency could be worth  

€70 billion to the EU economy in 2030. Additional benefits  

are also expected in energy security, lower system costs, 

and consumer convenience. Conversely, if innovation 

were to slow, the adverse impact could deal a severe 

blow to EU growth and competitiveness.

The European Commission has reacted favourably to 

EURELECTRIC’s report and proposals, and has invited 

EURELECTRIC and other stakeholders to contribute to the 

reshuffling of energy-related research and innovation in 

the EU’s next budgetary period (2014-2020), both within 

its Horizon 2020 proposal as well as its Strategic Energy 

Technologies Plan. 

In this work, we emphasise in particular the need for an 

integrated system approach that looks beyond technology 

silos, as well as for a so-called ‘ETS+’ approach, in  

which the EU’s Emissions Trading Scheme as a driver for 

low-carbon generation is complemented by research and 

development support for immature technologies.

More information:

Utilities: powerhouses of innovation, EURELECTRIC,  

May 2013

A decade into the twenty-first century, the European power sector finds itself  
in the midst of transformative change. A low-carbon and more decentralised 
electricity generation system is emerging, while smart grid technologies are  
creating significant new capabilities. At the same time, conventional generation  
is under pressure, facing prospects of a decline in its future value. Change is also 
coming in the shape of a “new downstream” service model based around energy 
efficiency offerings, decentralised generation, and new products and services,  
which are about to take off. Meanwhile, the EU is grappling with how to ensure  
that this transformation achieves decarbonisation and energy security objectives 
whilst keeping costs at manageable levels.
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InTEGRaTInG REnEWabLEs 
InTo ThE maRkET – mIssIon 
ImpossIbLE? 

The economic crisis has had a strong impact on the 

European energy sector. It has led to lower energy demand, 

a wait-and-see-attitude towards new investments among 

energy companies and a resurgence of regulatory 

intervention by governments in the sector. Moreover, the 

crisis has triggered a greater concern with cost-efficient 

solutions, leading European governments to revisit  

the methodology and speed of their decarbonisation 

policies. In particular, support schemes for renewables 

(RES) have been radically reformed and are now subject 

to similar interventions as the power sector at large.

enewables development has been suffering 

over the last two years from abrupt changes 

introduced to legislation in several EU member 

states, harming the industry and shattering investor 

confidence. New taxes on revenues, reduced RES support 

and new grid access tariffs have pulled the rug from 

underneath existing investments. EURELECTRIC is critical 

towards such changes, just as it is critical towards the 

market distortions introduced by support for operational 

costs, including especially feed-in tariffs.

But not every change should be viewed negatively. Some 

merely reflect the progress made in the energy system 

transition: renewable electricity has changed from a niche 

product to a substantial pillar of the electricity system – 

and as such has to take on responsibility to ensure 

continued stability of that system. The resulting regulatory 

changes are a sign that some of the RES technologies  

are maturing. Against this background, some member 

states have introduced flexible degression mechanisms 

that offer a degree of visibility as to when and how much 

support for future projects will be cut, based on how 

much capacity has previously been installed. This allows 

support levels to reflect technology cost reductions, and 

helps to avoid overcompensation as technology costs 

come down.

In order to guide EU member states in their reform of  

RES support, the European Commission in November 

2013 issued guidance on the reform of RES support 

schemes in Europe, as well as on the use of cooperation 

mechanisms that can help member states achieve their 

national RES targets. Adopting a more market-based 

and cost-efficient design of RES support measures  

can go a long way in reducing the risks associated  

with an overly costly RES expansion. EURELECTRIC 

therefore welcomed the Commission’s move and called 

for a two-step approach: for reform up to 2020, and  

a new ‘ETS+’ approach after 2020 that combines  

a strong EU Emissions Trading Scheme with research 

and development support for immature technologies.
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sTaTE aID REVIEW: RaIsInG 
hopEs FoR moRE maRkET 
anD LEss DIsToRTIon

Competition policy is without a doubt one of the European 

Commission’s most powerful areas of competence. To aid 

its enquiries into national competition distortions DG 

Competition issues guidelines setting out which types of 

state action are justified – and which ones are not. Among 

others, the guidelines for energy and environment are 

currently being revamped. They will enter into force by 

mid-2014, after intensive consultation with member 

states and stakeholders. The new guidelines will be  

valid until 2020. 

uch has changed since 2008 when the latest 

guidelines on energy and environment were 

issued. One of the most notable changes is 

the massive rise in support for renewables (RES). As a 

result, investments in power generation in Europe have 

been increasingly driven by national support schemes 

rather than market signals. While the positive outcome is 

that various RES techno logies are becoming mainstream 

and their costs have decreased, the costs of support for 

EU member states has exploded. The resulting retroactive 

changes or funding freezes have led to a further 

deterioration of the investment climate.

EURELECTRIC therefore welcomes the EU’s review of  

the state aid guidelines. We see the control of state aid  

as a tool to facilitate integration of electricity markets, 

minimise market distortions caused by ill-designed 

support measures, and improve the RD&D framework  

for the energy sector.

The Commission issued the draft state aid guidelines for 

consultation at the end of 2013, confirming its intention 

to extend the scope of the energy-related guidelines to 

capacity remuneration mechanisms, energy infrastructure 

and carbon capture and storage. The implementation of 

the new and presumably stricter rules on RES support in 

the energy sector raised questions among member states 

and stakeholders. While most agree that major revisions 

of support schemes are needed, existing commitments 

often extend well into the future and retroactive changes 

should be avoided. Reform is thus not an easy task.
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European-wide markets for electricity and gas are key 
to ensure a secure supply of electricity at the lowest 
possible cost. To this end, EURELECTRIC fully supports 
the EU’s plan to create a well-functioning Internal 
Energy Market by 2014.

EURopEan 
maRkETs
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Two sTeps forward, 
one sTep back: 
achieving The inTernal 
energy MarkeT

MADRID FORUM – EURELECTRIC 
ACTIVITIES On GAS ISSUES 
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PAGE 22 PAGE 25PAGE 24



22 eurelectric activity report 2013

TWo sTEps FoRWaRD, 
onE sTEp baCk: 
aChIEVInG ThE 
InTERnaL EnERGy 
maRkET

WILL ThE EU REaLLy manaGE To 
CompLETE ThE InTERnaL EnERGy 
maRkET by 2014 as pLannED?
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n the meantime, the electricity market in Europe is 

undergoing a profound transformation. Elements 

include growing intermittency in the system, an 

increasing gap between declining wholesale prices  

(put under pressure by renewables fed into the system  

at zero cost) and soaring retail prices that take  

on the cost of renewable support, stronger generation 

adequacy concerns as numerous back-up plants close 

because they cannot recover their costs, and a deterioration 

of the financial situation of electricity companies due to 

decreasing running hours of conventional generation. 

Faced with these developments, policymakers and 

stakeholders at EU level and across EU member states 

are currently discussing possible policy responses. 

EURELECTRIC raised awareness about these issues and 

stressed the sense of urgency to find appropriate 

solutions at the Florence Forum meetings in May and 

November 2013. Two questions are at the heart of this 

debate: how can the market design promote flexibility in 

the market? And is there a need to revisit the market 

design to value capacity rather than energy only? 

Capacity remuneration mechanisms (CRM) are seen as one 

possible policy instrument, with much of the discussion 

focusing on identifying key design features of such 

capacity models that could be necessary to respond to 

generation adequacy concerns in renewables-dominated 

systems. EURELECTRIC supports the view, also expressed by 

the European Commission in its guidance of November 

2013, that the need for CRM should be identified based 

on a coordinated generation adequacy assessment. If 

introduced, CRM should be open to generation, demand 

and storage and should not discriminate between existing 

and new units. National CRM should be open to foreign 

participation. In the longer run, and in the context of the 

Internal Energy Market, various CRM will have to converge 

at European level.

 

Throughout 2013 work on developing the network codes 

to develop the IEM, including the forward and balancing 

network codes, continued, requiring substantial efforts 

from both ENTSO-E and other stakeholders. Despite 

ENTSO-E’s ambition to ensure a transparent dialogue,  

the main concerns of the market stakeholders were not 

sufficiently taken into account. The fact that the draft 

forward code submitted to ACER in September 2013  

does not ensure firmness of long-term transmission 

rights remains the focal point of concern for the market. 

EURELECTRIC is also disappointed that the latest draft of 

the code on balancing does not provide the necessary 

impetus and clear path for integrating balancing markets 

across Europe, despite being urgently needed in view of 

growing intermittency. Furthermore, it does not provide a 

clear definition of the balancing responsibility concept 

and allows TSOs to provide balancing services, which is 

not consistent with the unbundling principle enshrined in 

the Electricity Directive. The pre-comitology process on 

the network code on capacity allocation and congestion 

management also revealed the need to clarify a number 

of issues before the code could be made binding, which 

has triggered a delay in the finalisation of the code.

EURELECTRIC will continue to closely follow the progress 

of the individual codes throughout 2014 and raise its 

concerns where possible.

2013 was a difficult year for the process of electricity market integration in Europe. 
Day-ahead price coupling in the North-West region was further postponed to  
February 2014 – still a tentative date. The intraday project is also facing severe delay:  
the objective of a common intraday platform by end of December 2013 was not met 
and the Florence Forum in November 2013 decided to set the process on a new path  
and define an alternative way by no later than end of 2013. The discussion on  
how to steer the integration of balancing markets is in an early phase and there is still  
no clear consensus between stakeholders on which balancing pilot projects should be 
launched to kick off the integration process. In sum, the aspiration of achieving an 
Internal Energy Market (IEM) by 2014, as agreed by the European Council in February 2011, 
is becoming increasingly unrealistic.
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FInanCIaL maRkET 
REGULaTIon 

As the review of the Markets in Financial Instruments 

Directive (MiFID II) encountered delays, work on 

this key piece of legislation for energy trading again  

kept EURELECTRIC’s financial regulation experts busy 

throughout 2013. Member states, which were expected to 

finalise their position by the end of 2012, experienced 

quite some difficulty in reaching a compromise, not least 

regarding the definition of what exactly constitutes a 

financial instrument. As a consequence, negotiations 

between the European Commission, Parliament and the 

Council started only in mid-2013. 

he definition of financial instruments, and in 

particular the classification of commodity physical 

contracts, is a crucial issue with far-reaching 

consequences for the energy sector. Since the beginning 

of the legislative process EURELECTRIC has argued that 

these products are commercial merchandising transactions 

that should not be considered as financial instruments: 

their primary purpose is to transfer ownership of the 

commodity (electricity and/or gas) and to provide a 

hedging function against volatility of spot prices. 

The current MiFID framework contains a general exemption 

allowing commodity dealers to also use financial 

instruments without the need for a MiFID license. 

However, with the proposal in MiFID II to delete this 

exemption, a better identification and exclusion of commodity 

physical contracts has become necessary and even critical, 

in particular given the introduction of several pieces of 

financial legislation (e.g. EMIR) affecting non-financial 

entities. Including commodity physical contracts in MiFID’s 

definition of financial instruments would also modify the 

scope of the market abuse frameworks (MAR and REMIT).

Inappropriately and excessively extending the scope 

of financial instruments could trigger unintended 

consequences as regards excessive costs for companies 

(and final customers) and the liquidity and integration 

of European markets. These effects would be evident, 

for instance, in the case of electricity and gas markets 

in Europe, which are already supervised under a 

comprehensive sector specific regulatory regime (REMIT).

On this key issue, the European Parliament’s position 

proposing a full carve-out of physically settled forwards 

is very positive. By contrast, the Council’s position 

fails to do so. This issue is one of the key topics of the 

currently on-going trialogue negotiations. Attempts by 

the European Commission to broker a compromise on 

this issue have so far failed. Negotiations are set to 

continue into 2014.
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maDRID FoRUm – 
EURELECTRIC aCTIVITIEs  
on Gas IssUEs 

Over the past months, EURELECTRIC has been working 

on a report looking into the concrete impacts of the 

increasing penetration of renewables (RES) on EU gas 

markets. While the full report will only be published in 

early 2014, EURELECTRIC took the opportunity of the  

24th Madrid Forum (15-16 October) to present and test  

its initial main messages with EU gas stakeholders. 

as power plants – more and more used as 

back-up for variable RES – are experiencing 

changing operating profiles. They have to 

adapt to unpredictable running patterns, but also to 

cold starts, which lead to higher operation and 

maintenance costs, shorter economic lifetime and 

breaches of plant warranties. Gas transmission systems 

are impacted too: whilst typically designed to cope with 

predictable peak flows, they have to invest to facilitate 

sudden ramping up/down of a large number of gas 

plants to back up RES. 

EURELECTRIC is developing concrete regulatory proposals 

to address these challenges. Gas market rules should 

indeed be adapted to ensure efficient and liquid trading 

hubs throughout the EU, enabling generators to meet 

unexpected shortfalls/surpluses and to hedge risk.  

In addition, robust market-based balancing regimes 

should be in place to incentivise all shippers to balance 

their portfolios. Finally, gas-fired generators should have 

non-discriminatory access to storage and transport 

capacity.

The presentation was very well-received by the European 

Commission, which welcomed its clarity and constructive 

approach. EURELECTRIC’s work on these issues continues 

in 2014.
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InTELLIGEnT 
nETWoRks 
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TURnInG ThE GRID 
aRoUnD: DIsTRIbUTIon 
CompanIEs In ThE 
nEW smaRT EnERGy 
sysTEm

DESIGnInG A REGULATORy 
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SMART METERS AnD GRIDS: 
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InTELLIGEnT 
nETWoRks 

Decentralised electricity from renewables is prompting 
a rethink about how best to run Europe’s distribution 
networks. EURELECTRIC believes that modern 
technology and updated regulation can support 
distribution companies in their quest for innovative 
network management solutions. 
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TURnInG ThE GRID 
aRoUnD: DIsTRIbUTIon 
CompanIEs In ThE nEW 
smaRT EnERGy sysTEm

an EVoLVInG poWER sysTEm pREsEnTs 
DIsTRIbUTIon CompanIEs WITh nEW 
ChaLLEnGEs – anD oppoRTUnITIEs
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he future of DSOs is affected by two games changers: 

(1) power production and energy manage  ment is 

becoming more decentralised, and (2) customers 

are moving to the centre of the new value chain. These 

changes are occurring against the backdrop of energy 

industry liberalisation and decarbonisation. Ground-

breaking ICT developments pave the way for more 

‘intelligent’ grids with smarter consumers. DSOs are key 

facilitators of this new power system: they will allow it to 

become more flexible, efficient and customer-centric.

DSOs see these challenges as an opportunity to try out 

new ways of how to better invest and operate the system. 

They want to apply smart solutions instead of continuing 

to rely on ‘burying copper in the ground’. Customers will 

benefit from higher efficiency on two sides: the planning 

and the operation of distribution networks. In February, 

EURELECTRIC organised a workshop supported by technical 

organisation CIRED to discuss the concept of the DSO as 

‘active system manager’.

To this end, EURELECTRIC presents a traffic light system  

to denote different states of grid congestion. In the 

yellow phase, i.e. when congestions begin to emerge, 

the DSO would actively procure flexibility in the market 

to relieve grid constraints: either via a flexibility platform 

with offers by aggregators or by directly contracting  

a customer. These measures would always follow the 

principle of ensuring transparency and non-discrimination, 

e.g. by using tenders. The European Commission has 

picked up similar views on such system services in the 

interpretative notes of the Energy Efficiency Directive it 

released in November. 

EURELECTRIC now urges that these system changes be 

recognised by ENTSO-E when drafting the EU network 

codes, and that national solutions do not hinder the 

emergence of ‘smart’ concepts. DSOs must also be 

involved when distributed resources and demand response 

actions are requested by transmission system operators 

(TSOs) or balancing responsible parties. Any action on 

distribution network users requested by the TSO should 

be agreed with the DSO as system operator. Therefore  

a well-structured and organised information exchange 

will be necessary. 

Meanwhile, the European Commission is increasingly 

recognising the potential of demand side flexibility, 

including network constraints management, notably in 

European distribution networks today are facing ever higher generation peaks as the 
deployment of renewables continues. Traditionally, distribution companies (DSOs) 
designed their networks according to peak demand needs, not as connection points for 
generators like solar panels or windmills. In the past, predictable flows in the electricity 
network did not require extensive management and monitoring tools. But the expansion 
of renewables across Europe has changed this – in some areas quasi overnight. It is 
exactly this fast change that is posing a challenge and that requires solutions to keep 
costs for customers as low as possible while also keeping the lights on.

eurelectric work on network codes

DSOs have gained a position of relevant stakeholder 

in the drafting of all relevant codes for implementation 

of the internal energy market. In 2013, EURELECTRIC, 

coordinating the DSO position with other associations, 

highlighted major concerns with inefficiencies in 

codes in the two meetings of the Regulatory Forum in 

Florence and Milan. This has resulted in substantial 

improvements of the network code on operational 

security in particular. Nevertheless, some issues of 

concern continue to prevail, in particular as regards 

the connection codes (inefficiencies of connection 

procedures, requirements at the TSO-DSO interface). 
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the guidance package on public intervention released  

in November 2013. In addition, the Commission has 

launched a study on the role of the DSO in smart grids 

and smart metering as well as a study on tariffs. Its Task 

Force Smart Grids, in which EURELECTRIC is represented, 

plans to continue work in 2014.

Throughout 2013, EURELECTRIC discussed its views with 

the European Commission and with the association of energy 

regulators CEER. A number of key ideas have been taken 

on board by the THINK reports prepared by the Florence 

School of Regulation at the request of the Commission in 

June 2013. This goes in particular for the need to evolve from 

business-as-usual (with DSOs as ‘asset managers only’) 

to more active operation (including system services at 

distribution level), and new approaches to network pricing. 

DSOs must be able to collect, in an adequate and timely 

manner, the necessary revenue to cover network costs 

and investments. This is done through network tariffs, 

determined by the regulatory authority. Today, recovering 

network costs heavily depends on how much electricity  

is sold: in most European countries, network tariffs for 

households and small businesses are almost entirely 

based on energy volume (kWh). EURELECTRIC believes that 

network tariff structures should instead encourage customers 

to shift their peak hour consumption, by incenti vising 

demand response and energy-efficient behaviour. Therefore, 

network tariffs should be progres ively more capacity 

based and possibly peak-time differentiated. 

More information:

Active distribution system management, EURELECTRIC, 

February 2013.

Network tariffs for the smart energy system, EURELECTRIC, 

May 2013.

DSOs’ traditional role as neutral 
and regulated market facilitators 
remains valid in the new ‘smart’ 
market and will help create 
synergies for the benefit of 
electricity consumers.” 
Anders Olsson (E.ON),  
EURELECTRIC DSO Ambassador

dso facts & figures

EURELECTRIC represents the distribution system 

operators (DSOs) of more than 30 European countries, 

including all EU member states. There are about 

2,400 electricity distribution companies in Europe. 

These DSOs serve more than 260 million connected 

customers, of which over 99% are residential 

customers and small businesses. The electricity 

distribution sector in Europe directly employs more than 

240,000 people and distributes around 2,700 TWh  

of power a year. The business is very diverse across 

Europe, varying in the number and size of operational 

areas, the number of customers, network characteristics 

as well as ownership structure. Despite this diversity, 

European DSOs generally provide a very high level of 

reliability and quality of supply to their customers. 

More information: 

Power Distribution in Europe – Facts and Figures, 

EURELECTRIC, November 2013
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Following European legislation, smart meters are 

increasingly being rolled out across Europe. As part of 

the physical grid infrastructure, the meters fall under  

the grid operator’s domain. In almost all EU member 

states the installation of such smart meters will thus  

be the responsibility of DSOs. 

are now preparing to 

properly inform custo-

mers on questions re-

lated to the smart meter installation. The rollout and 

related education and communication effort towards 

customers will encompass explaining what a smart meter 

is, how it works, why smart meters are needed, and where 

to go for impartial advice on smart meter functionalities 

and benefits. Clear information will be essential to 

activate consumers. 

Smart meters and smart grids will also make available a 

wealth of new customer data. As smart meters continue 

to be deployed throughout Europe, DSOs must therefore 

pay attention to ensuring effective data privacy and 

security for their customers. Throughout 2013 EURELECTRIC 

was active in the European Commission’s Smart Grid Task 

Force to work out regulatory recommendations. Acting as 

rapporteur, EURELECTRIC promoted the “DSO as market 

facilitator model”, which favours setting up a central data 

hub by DSOs to collect relevant customer data. DSOs 

would manage the hub, although they could opt to team 

up with ICT and telecommunications providers. 

As a regulated and therefore neutral entity, DSOs in this 

model facilitate the market by passing on the data to 

retailers, service providers and other market players  

via the data hubs in a non-discriminatory manner. 

Customers remain the owners of their personal data and 

will have to give their approval before their data are 

shared with third parties. They will benefit from effective 

verification and validation of privacy, secure customer 

data management, neutral data handling, transparency 

and cost-efficiency.

More information:

Communicating smart meters to customers – which role 

for DSOs? EURELECTRIC, June 2013.

The retail (r)evolution – power to the customer, EURELECTRIC, 

December 2013.

smaRT mETERs anD 
GRIDs: sECURInG sUCCEss 
ThRoUGh GooD CUsTomER 
RELaTIonshIps

Consumer engagement is  
the key factor to unlock the  
potential of smart grids and  
promote energy efficiency.”
Peter Birkner (Mainova), 
Chairman of the EURELECTRIC  
DSO Committee
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DEsIGnInG  
a REGULaToRy  
FRamEWoRk  
ThaT EnCoURaGEs 
DIsTRIbUTIon  
InVEsTmEnT 

Constraints on investments for DSOs have increased 

since 2010 and regulatory risk is high on their agenda. 

Indeed, according to a poll by EURELECTRIC, only very 

few European countries have a clear and predictable 

regulatory framework in place. Technological risk is also 

a major factor, especially as far as smart grid investments 

are concerned. EURELECTRIC is therefore working to 

ensure that the much needed investments in distribution 

networks can nevertheless take place, by removing 

investment hurdles for DSOs and ensuring that regulation, 

including standards and network tariffs, is fit for purpose. 

EURELECTRIC’s “DSOs as the Backbone of the Smart 

Energy System” conference discussed these issues in 

November 2013. 

ver the past year, EURELECTRIC has worked to 

defend powerline communication as an important 

pillar of a smart grid for DSOs. EURELECTRIC, 

together with industry associations and standardisation 

bodies, worked out a roadmap to safeguard the on-going 

investments needed in the smart meter roll-out. EURELECTRIC 

also worked to reduce the impact of proposed regulation 

for distribution and power transformers that could have 

cost DSOs an additional €500 bn per year. 
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EURELECTRIC also followed the proposed Regulation 

on measures to reduce the cost of deploying high-

speed electronic communications networks, which was 

discussed in the European Parliament and Council this 

year. In particular, EURELECTRIC voiced its concern that 

the proposal would raise costs for DSOs and would 

threaten their rights and obligations as network operators 

without bringing about commensurate benefits.

Finally, EURELECTRIC DSOs worked to support the  

on-going EU smart grid standardisation process by 

outlining stand ardisation priorities. Open and non-

proprietary standards are indispensable for the smooth 

and cost-efficient roll-out of smart electricity grids 

across Europe. Rapid adoption of such standards is 

important: DSOs are already facing challenges that 

require smart grid functionalities and services, for 

instance the proliferation of intermittent decentralised 

renewables in the distribution grid.

In addition to enabling European regulation and standards, 

sensible distribution investment will also require new 

approaches to network regulation.

EURELECTRIC in 2013 started work on a DSO Investment 

Action Plan, assessing to what extent the return on assets 

employed by European DSOs is in line with investor 

return expectations and to what extent the economic 

performance of the distribution business is adequate 

to incentivise new investments. Final results will be 

presented at a workshop in 2014.

More information: 

DSO priorities for smart grid standardisation, EURELECTRIC 

and EDSO4SG, January 2013.

DSO Investment Action Plan, EURELECTRIC, forthcoming.

The EU’s ambitious energy and climate goals will 
require a redesign of distribution networks, in 
particular to integrate small power producers.  
To achieve this we need efficient management  
of low voltage networks and active participation of 
renewable sources and customers in grid operation.”
Richard Vidlička, CEO, CEZ Distribuce
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Dsos anD InnoVaTIon

EURELECTRIC Smart Grid Projects 

Academy 

EURELECTRIC’s Smart Grid Projects 

Academy was a unique opportunity 

for experts working on smart grids to 

gain a deeper understanding of the 

smart grid reality beyond the head-

lines. The Academy consisted of a  

series of ‘hands-on’ workshops that 

were organised throughout 2012  

and 2013, each of them focusing  

on a specific functional area: smart 

integration, smart customers, smart 

metering management, smart distri-

bution network, and distribution-

transmission interface. The underlying 

goal was to foster efficient information 

exchange between project leaders 

and use the knowledge gained as 

basis for further research.

An online smart grid project  

community

In June 2013, EURELECTRIC launched 

a new online platform on smart  

grids. The platform brings together 

information on smart grids projects 

in the EU, providing interested  

stakeholders with the most 

comprehensive overview of the 

European smart grids development 

to date. The platform was developed 

by EURELECTRIC in cooperation with  

Accenture, based on the European 

Commission’s Joint Research Centre 

inventory of smart grids projects.  

It is available at http://www.

smartgridsprojects.eu. 

Electricity highways –  

planning the future European grid 

e-Highway2050 

is an EU-funded 

project seeking 

to plan the 

devel opment of the pan-European  

elec tricity grid up to 2050. It  

includes an EU-wide partnership  

of transmission system operators, 

industry associations, research 

institutes, universities and a non-

governmental association. The project  

will develop a set of scenarios setting 

out how the future may unfold. In 

2013, EURELECTRIC participated in 

defining technical boundary conditions 

for technologies and fore casts on 

costs and technical performances. 

We also took part in describing the 

various scenarios and cost-benefit 

analyses. 

Planning the future European grid

Planning the future European grid
Innovation is a major theme for European DSOs looking  
to adapt to a changing energy system. Throughout 2013, 
EURELECTRIC was involved in numerous activities linked  
to distribution innovation in two areas: planning the future  
European grid and paving the way for European wide e-mobility.
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Green eMotion

The EU’s Green 

e M o t i o n 

demonstration 

project seeks to achieve an 

interoperable e-mobility system in 

selected demo regions across Europe 

in order to ramp up the market  

for electric vehicles. Now in its  

third year, Green eMotion in 2013 

achieved good progress in the  

areas of developing an e-mobility 

“marketplace” for electric vehicle 

charging, data collection, grid 

integration, and stand ardisation. 

EURELECTRIC continued to play a strong 

role concerning communication and 

dissemination activities as well as 

how to continue with the project’s 

key deliverables after its end in 

February 2015.

Alternative Fuels Infrastructure  

Directive 

In January 2013, the European  

Commission proposed a directive  

to prepare the market for electric 

vehicles across Europe. The Alternative 

Fuels Infrastructure Directive sets, 

amongst other things, requirements 

for rolling out standardised charging 

infrastructure. EURELECTRIC welcomed 

the initiative, having long called for  

a common standard to allow easy 

charging for electric vehicle customers. 

EURELECTRIC has also emphasised 

the need for smart charging, allowing 

electric vehicles to provide crucial 

load management and flexibility 

capabilities for the distribution grid. 

In 2013, EURELECTRIC elaborated 

two possible market models for 

charging electric vehicles based on 

roaming scena rios, with emphasis on 

one crucial objective: interoperability. 

Roaming allows customers to easily 

charge their vehicles at charging 

spots not operated by their service 

providers. 

CARS2020 Commission  

Expert Group 

In 2013 EURELECTRIC continued its 

involvement in the CARS2020 group 

launched by the European Commission 

in 2012. The group aims to monitor  

and take stock of the implementation 

measures set out in the CARS2020 

Action Plan as well as the CARS21 

recommendations on moving towards 

a sustainable and competitive  

automotive industry. EURELECTRIC 

contributed to the work carried out on 

clean and energy efficient vehicles. 

The work will continue in 2014.

Paving the way for European wide e-mobility

Regulators should ensure that DSOs have adequate 
revenues to provide their customers with a high level 
of reliability and quality of supply. Regulatory risk 
means higher tariffs for customers.” 
Ari Koponen (Fortum), Vice Chairman,  
EURELECTRIC DSO Committee
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saTIsFIED 
CUsTomERs
Customers are the essence of our business.  
Delivering the products and services they need  
and expect is our industry’s top priority. With the  
retail business set for dramatic change, EURELECTRIC  
is working to foster customers’ trust and support  
for the transition to a smarter energy system.
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A stronger focus 
on retAil customers

A COnTInUED COMMITMEnT  
TO EUROPEAn SOCIAL DIALOGUE 

POWER PRICES –  
An On-GOInG DEBATE

page 38 PAGE 40 PAGE 41



38 eurelectric activity report 2013

a sTRonGER 
FoCUs  
on RETaIL 
CUsTomERs 

EURELECTRIC has UpDaTED ITs 
WoRkInG sTRUCTURE To GIVE RETaIL 
CUsTomERs moRE VIsIbILITy
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midst these changes, EURELECTRIC has 

decided to dedicate greater attention to retail 

markets and consumer issues. The new Retail 

Customers Committee, created by the Board of Directors 

in June 2013, will be instrumental in showcasing the 

industry’s commitment towards its customers, giving 

views on the challenges and opportunities of the current 

retail (r)evolution. 

EURELECTRIC member associations have thrown their 

weight behind this development. The new retail structure 

of expertise is composed of professionals who are 

exposed to the retail business as well as regulatory 

issues, and are highly motivated to raise a common  

voice on key retail issues, in particular on proper retail  

market functioning and on marketing and new business 

models in the emerging downstream segment. A mapping 

of stakeholders’ positions has also proved extremely 

beneficial, allowing EURELECTRIC to establish first links 

with consumer associations as well as EU regulators and 

the relevant European Commission services: DG Energy 

and DG Health and Consumers. 

EURELECTRIC took the opportunity to present its new 

structure at the London Citizens’ Energy Forum, which 

gathered on 16 and 17 December to discuss topical 

themes such as the benefits of the internal electricity 

market for consumers and how to move from their 

(passive) protection to (active) empowerment and 

involvement in energy markets. EURELECTRIC also 

released two new retail reports at the London Forum:

The Retail (R)evolution – Power to the customer.  
The fundamentals of the smart energy system
This report aims to explain why and how the downstream 

segment (retail & distribution) of the electricity business 

is evolving and what this means for our customers and 

our industry alike. It sets forward the industry’s vision of 

the role of customers in the changing electricity system 

and the actions that will open up new opportunities for 

the system as a whole and for customers in particular. It 

then discusses the type of market design needed to grasp 

the value of flexibility on the demand side and analyses 

the main regulatory hurdles that should be tackled to 

unlock the downstream potential.

Translating the CEER/BEUC 2020 Vision for Europe’s 
energy customers into reality
At the 5th Citizens’ Energy Forum in November 2012, 

European energy regulators CEER and European consumer 

organisation BEUC jointly presented a 2020 vision for 

Europe’s energy customers based on the ‘RASP’ principles: 

Reliability, Affordability, Simplicity and Protection & 

Empowerment. EURELECTRIC fully supports this vision – 

the RASP principles have guided and will continue to guide 

our members when engaging with customers. Whilst the 

industry should look at how it can do better, a lot will also 

depend on a better regulatory framework, starting with the 

correct implementation of existing legislation. In this paper, 

EURELECTRIC sets forward regulatory recommendations 

for politicians and regulators and presents a large array  

of concrete actions the industry is taking at both EU  

and national level to fill these principles with life.

Utility customers, once seen as a monolithic group of like-minded consumers, are 
changing fast, becoming ever more active and demanding. The power industry itself  
is also changing amidst the increasing penetration of decentralised generation and  
the emergence of smarter grids, energy efficiency offerings and demand response 
programmes. As a result, the electricity retail business is moving into the spotlight:  
it is on the brink of dramatic change that will affect the whole system, creating a host  
of opportunities for customers and utilities alike in terms of new products and services. 
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poWER pRICEs –  
an on-GoInG DEbaTE

Amidst a lasting recession and gloomy short-term 

economic outlook, 2013 may well be remembered as 

the year in which affordability and competitiveness were 

propelled to the fore of the energy policy debate. 

eeting on 22 May, the Heads of State and 

Government gathered in an ad-hoc European 

Council to discuss the state of play of  

the internal energy market. Their conclusions requested 

the European Commission to prepare an analysis of the 

composition and drivers of energy prices and costs in 

member states, with a particular focus on the impact on 

households, SMEs and energy intensive industries, and 

looking more widely at the EU’s competitiveness vis-à-

vis its global economic counterparts. The analysis will 

undoubtedly be instrumental to discussions in 2014, in 

particular at the February summit on industrial policy and 

the March Council on the EU’s 2030 policy framework.

With trade associations and consumer groups increasingly 

concerned about the rise of energy retail bills, EURELECTRIC 

published its own contribution to the debate as a special 

section of its yearly report Power Statistics and Trends 

2013. Using independent electricity price data from  

the European Commission’s statistics office Eurostat, 

EURELECTRIC showed that Europe’s utilities are not over-

charging their customers – indeed, the cost of supplying 

energy is in line with the development of consumer price 

indexes. 

However, utilities are legally obliged to act as collectors 

of a wide array of government taxes and levies, from 

value added taxes to levies meant to support specific 

energy technologies or energy efficiency programmes. 

These increasingly weigh on power bills, outstripping the 

growth rate of any other price component. The industry is 

committed to working together with policymakers to limit 

soaring energy bills and is working on concrete proposals 

on how to reboot Europe’s energy policy to benefit 

Europe’s consumers.
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a ConTInUED CommITmEnT 
To EURopEan soCIaL 
DIaLoGUE 

The European electricity sector social dialogue allows 

EURELECTRIC, through its WG European Social Dialogue, 

to address sector-wide issues with the European trade 

union bodies EPSU and IndustriAll Europe, supported  

by the European Commission. 2013 saw developments 

in three areas in particular: competencies, qualifications 

and anticipation of change in the European electricity 

sector, engagement with the Energy Community, and a 

study on sector representativeness. 

Competencies, qualifications and anticipation of change 

in the European electricity sector

n recent years, the activities of the European 

Electricity Social Dialogue have focused mainly on  

the anticipation of change in the electricity sector, 

principally caused by the transition towards a low-carbon 

economy, and on the way social dialogue can facilitate 

this process. EURELECTRIC believes that social dialogue 

at company, national and European level has a key role  

to play in anticipating those changes and allow for a 

smooth transition of the sector. Following on from 

previous work, EURELECTRIC, EPSU and IndustriAll Europe 

published a Joint Framework of Actions on “Competencies, 

qualifications and anticipation of change in the European 

electricity sector” in March 2013. The document addresses 

a range of issues, including equality, youth unemployment 

and climate change.

Engagement with the Energy Community 

he Energy Community extends the EU internal 

energy policy to non-EU member states of South 

East Europe. To promote regional social dialogue 

within the Energy Community, EURELECTRIC and its social 

dialogue partners responded jointly to a consultation 

on the outline of an Energy Community social strategy. 

The response emphasised inter alia that the European 

Commission and the Energy Community Secretariat 

should promote a social dialogue for the region on the 

basis of the European social dialogue. Social partners in 

September also agreed to establish a joint working group 

to further promote social dialogue in the countries of the 

Energy Community. 

Representativeness Study

uropean agency Eurofound, which provides 

knowledge to assist in the development of social 

and work-related policies, is currently running 

a “representativeness study” for the electricity sector. 

The study, which is expected to be published at the 

beginning of 2014, should confirm EURELECTRIC as the 

main representative of employers within the electricity 

sector, allowing EURELECTRIC to remain involved in the 

activities and further development of the European 

Social Dialogue.
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sUsTaInabLE 
ELECTRICTy
Power generation in Europe is becoming greener and cleaner. 
EURELECTRIC is working to ensure that this trend continues  
in the most cost-effective way up to 2020 and beyond,  
most notably through market-based instruments like the  
EU Emissions Trading Scheme.
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Securing the etS 
aS the key driver 
inStrument in the 
2030 Framework 
For climate and 
energy

InTERVIEW WITH PIETER 
ROOS, DUTCH MInISTRy FOR 
InFRASTRUCTURE & EnVIROnMEnT 

In BRIEF: F-GASES, ECODESIGn, 
EnVIROnMEnTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMEnT
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a FRamEWoRk FoR 
CLImaTE anD EnERGy 

EmIssIons TRaDInG Is ThE  
smaRTEsT Way To REDUCE Co2 
EmIssIons Up To 2020 anD bEyonD
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agreement on an overall greenhouse 

gas target is urgently required in 

order for the EU to contribute to the 

international climate change negotiations leading up to 

COP 21 in Paris in 2015. More detailed EU agreements on 

how to divide the greenhouse gas target across different 

sectors (those covered by the EU Emissions Trading 

Scheme (ETS) and those not) and agreement on whether 

or not to add targets on renewables and energy efficiency 

could also be reached in March. 

Following the European Parliament elections in May 2014 

and the appointment of a new European Commission, 

draft legislation to implement the 2030 targets could be 

published in early 2015. Adopting legislation is probably 

then a three-year process taking until 2017/18.

EURELECTRIC’s response to the 2030 Green Paper 

consultation in July was agreed horizontally among the 

five Committees, coordinated by the Environment and 

Sustainable Development Committee under Chairman 

Owen Wilson. EURELECTRIC calls for:

   A re-commitment by EU decision-makers to the 

completion of the internal energy market;

   An economy-wide 2030 emissions reduction target  

of at least 40% compared to 1990, in line with the 

Commission’s Low-carbon Economy Roadmap 2050; 

   A more active EU policy for the electrification of mobility 

and heating/cooling and for smart distribution networks;

   A strengthened ETS as the key instrument for driving 

investment choice in low-carbon technologies, infra-

structure and processes;

   All energy sector subsidies should be progressively 

phased out moving towards 2020 and beyond, 

respecting existing contracts;

   Generators of renewable energy to assume system 

responsibility and be integrated into the market, fulfilling 

the same balancing and scheduling obligations and 

responsibilities as other technologies;

   Phasing in of significant changes before 2020 in order 

to ensure a smooth transition to the new Framework. 

The first six months of 2014 are expected to bring significant progress toward  
the agreement of an EU 2030 Framework for Climate and Energy. 

The process to define this post-2020 “package” of targets and legislation began  
in March 2013 with a Green Paper published by the European Commission and  
a public consultation. The next step will be a Commission White Paper setting out  
concrete proposals together with an Impact Assessment, expected to be published  
in January 2014. Following the Commission proposal, EU Heads of Government will 
discuss 2030 targets at a summit in late March 2014. 
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Regarding the difficult ques tion of whether to have a 

single target (for emissions) or multiple targets (specific  

to renewables and energy efficiency), EURELECTRIC’s 

posi tion states that “Adding further European targets per 

technology objective would risk a continued reliance on 

multiple instruments, with an adverse impact on costs. 

Targets for renewables and energy efficiency should at 

most be indicative and should only be decided after 

thorough analysis of their impact on the headline 

emissions reduction target.”

Latest indications, however, are that the Commission 

will support two targets: 40% for greenhouse gases and 

30% for renewables, while postponing taking a position 

on a new energy efficiency target until after next year’s 

progress report on energy efficiency. The key question 

not yet answered is how these targets will be delivered 

– using which policy instruments? It would certainly be 

possible to have a strengthened ETS which could deliver 

most of the signal for renewables growth, together with 

support schemes for innovative (not yet commercially 

mature) technologies. 

Meanwhile another key focus for the Commission and 

member states is how the 2030 Framework might impact 

on energy prices and therefore on EU competitiveness 

– both for energy intensive industries, and in the wider 

economy as a whole. The Commission is currently 

preparing a study on energy prices and competitiveness 

which it will publish alongside the 2030 proposals. This 

study will be discussed at a Head of Government summit 

in mid-February 2014. 

This question of competitiveness links several key 

themes for EURELECTRIC: the need for climate policies 

to be cost-efficient, the need for these policies to have a 

whole-economy impact rather than a narrow single sector 

focus, and the need to understand the several different 

factors which contribute to electricity prices (including 

national taxes, national renewables support schemes, 

and global commodity prices). A strengthened ETS offers 

a good solution to these challenges. 

Above all, however, EURELECTRIC must continue to advocate 

our most basic message: that there is an urgent need for 

EU policy to give a clear signal towards 2050, and that – 

as shown by Power Choices Reloaded’s ‘Lost Decade’ 

scenario – early signals for decarbonisation giving a 

steady pace of change will be far more cost-effective than 

a delayed and stop/start approach. This message from 

Power Choices Reloaded has been widely publicised and 

discussed in Brussels, and with the support of members has 

now been presented in London and Rome to government 

officials and interested stakeholders. Further presentations 

in more national capitals will follow early in 2014.

More information:

Power Choices Reloaded, EURELECTRIC, May 2013.
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in brief

EURELECTRIC also followed and ad-

dres sed concerns on several technical 

legislative items throughout 2013. A 

key focus was on the new Regulation 

aiming to reduce the emissions of 

F-gases, including sulfur hexafluoride 

(SF6). In exchanges with Parliament, 

Commission and Council EURELECTRIC 

communicated its support for the 

Regulation’s aim to minimise F-gas 

emissions, but pointed out several 

concerns which could have severe 

negative consequences for the  

opera  tion of electric switchgear, in 

which SF6 is used as an insulation gas. 

f-gas  
regulation – 
sf6 

A second item on the agenda has 

been the stepwise implementa tion 

of the European Directive on 

ecodesign requirements for energy-

related products. Key item for 2013 

was the Regulation for local space 

heaters, which in EURELECTRIC’s 

view included text discriminating 

against the use of electricity as an 

energy carrier for local space heaters. 

In co-signed letters to policymakers, 

EURELECTRIC called for a non- 

dis cri minatory legal text.

In October 2012, the European 

Commission proposed to streamline EIA 

rules. Throughout 2013 EURELECTRIC 

expressed its concerns to policy-

makers about a number of additional 

substantive requirements that go 

beyond the initial procedural scope. 

They threaten to make investment in 

low-carbon infrastructures in Europe 

even more difficult, without any 

additional environmental benefit, in 

stark contrast with the objectives of 

the Commission’s ‘smart regulation’ 

policy.

ecodesign  
directive – 
local space 
heaters

environmental 
impact  
assessment 
(eia) directive
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 The electricity sector has changed tremendously 

since the first BREF LCP was drafted in 2004, with an 

increase in wind and solar and more decentralised 

generation. Those trends are set to continue. Do you 

expect this will be reflected in the updated BREF and its 

BAT conclusions?

As you say, the power system today is undergoing 

fundamental change compared to 2004. So absolutely, 

these developments will be reflected: the conclusions will 

be based on real-life and real-time reference plants. They 

will also reflect other developments like the increased 

use of bio-fuels and the implementation of improved 

emission reduction techniques.

 Once the BAT conclusions are adopted, competent 

authorities will have four years to reconsider and if 

necessary update all the permit conditions. Do you 

expect any impact on security of supply if installations 

are closed for good – or even just temporarily for 

upgrades? 

Emissions of large combustion plants in the Netherlands 

are already low as a means of protecting health and 

nature in the heavy populated and energy intensive 

regions. We intend to prove the feasibility of these 

installations in the review of the BREF LCP. This is all the 

more important because in the transition to a low-carbon 

economy combustion plants using fossil fuels will be 

needed for many years. So, to conclude, the Netherlands 

do not expect impacts on security of supply as emission 

reduction is the existing trend.

 In a number of member states, competent authorities 

organised work inside national “shadow groups” to 

prepare contributions to the European process. How is 

the cooperation with industry in the Netherlands?

The Netherlands actually has two active shadow groups: 

one with representatives from industry and one with 

representatives from competent authorities. In addition 

to these groups frequent bilateral contacts between 

industry and authorities have taken place to gather and 

validate input information for the BREF review. Intense 

consultations are also taking place with a broader 

perspective and recently resulted in a national agreement 

on energy to improve efficiency, promote renewables and 

further reduce emissions.

with Pieter Roos, Dutch Ministry  
for Infrastructure & Environment

interview

Best Available Techniques Reference 
Documents (BREFs) are the cornerstone 
of the Industrial Emissions Directive 
(IED), adopted in 2010. They bring 
together the latest information on 
Best Available Techniques (BAT) to 
reduce and mitigate emissions and 
detrimental environmental impacts 
from industrial installations in Europe, 
together with ranges of associated 

emission levels. Their conclusions are adopted by 
the Commission and are used by authorities as a 
reference point for setting permit conditions. Within 
four years of publication, competent authorities 
must ensure that all the permit conditions for the 
installation concerned are reconsidered and, if 
necessary, updated to ensure compliance with the IED.

For the power sector, most installations fall under 
the scope of the BREF Large Combustion Plants 
(LCP). This BREF is currently undergoing revision, 
carried out by the European IPPC Bureau under 
the guidance of the European Commission’s DG 
Environment. Work is based on an extensive data 
collection process, including a detailed questionnaire 
filled in by hundreds of selected operators. 

In 2013, the revision process of the BREF LCP 
intensified as stakeholders were given the 
opportunity to provide their comments on the  
first draft of the revised BREF that was released at 
the beginning of summer 2013. It received an 
astonishing 8,000 comments from all stakeholders. 

Pieter Roos, policy coordinator in the Directorate 
for Climate, Air and Noise at the Dutch Ministry 
for Infrastructure and Environment, explains how 
this work is being carried out in one typical EU 
member state, the Netherlands.
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The conference began with welcoming words from 

outgoing EURELECTRIC President Fulvio Conti, CEO of 

Enel, as well as Virginio Merola, Mayor of Bologna;  

Gian Carlo Muzzarelli, District Council Member of the 

Region Emilia Romagna; and Flavio Zanonato, Italian 

Minister of Economic Development.

SESSION I 

Energy policy in an international context – and in 

particular the achievements of the last decade – 

were the focus of Session I. Antonio Tajani, European 

Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship, 

delivered a keynote speech arguing that European 

energy policy was preventing Europe from being 

more competitive in a global context. His views  

were confronted by observations from the European, 

Japanese and the US electricity industry. Summing 

up the discussions, newly elected EURELECTRIC Vice 

President and Chair of the Session, EDP CEO António 

Mexia, stressed the need for a new energy system  

built on a model that provides both the right short- 

and long-term signals for investments. “The past was 

not wrong, but the paradigm change that is taking 

place today also requires the rules of the games to be 

changed,” he said, adding that “firstly politicians and 

regulators need to understand what is happening.  

And that takes time.”

SESSION II 

In a more forward-looking Session II, Johannes Teyssen, 

CEO of E.ON SE, used his first public speaking opportunity 

as EURELECTRIC President to speak out on how to strike 

the right balance between markets and regulation. 

Re-industrialisation of Europe requires governments 

to define coordinated and consistent energy policies, 

he stressed. “We don’t need ever more 20% targets; 

instead we need one clear direction,” he stated. The 

ensuing panel debate also considered speeches by 

Baosen Zheng, Executive Vice President of the State 

Grid Corporation of China, and Henri Proglio, CEO of 

EDF and new EURELECTRIC Vice President. Discussions 

focused largely on the crucial need to keep electricity 

prices affordable for industrial and domestic customers 

in order to restore Europe’s competitiveness. “We do not 

want another lost decade. We need to turn the next ten 

years into the energy decade,” said Mr Proglio.

EURELECTRIC’s 
annUaL ConVEnTIon 
anD ConFEREnCE 2013

António MEXIA 
EDP

Christian RYNNING-TØNNESSEN 
Statkraft

Fulvio CONTI 
Enel

Baosen ZHENG 
State Grid Corporation of China

Dominique RISTORI 
European Commission

Peter TERIUM  
RWE
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More than 400 registered participants gathered at EURELECTRIC’s Annual Convention and 

Conference in Bologna on 3-4 June to debate ‘Innovative Investments: Re-energising 

Europe’. Highlights included a keynote speech by European Commissioner Antonio Tajani, 

as well as insights from numerous CEOs from Europe, Asia and the US. 

The conference continued on Day 2 with a look 

at the role of innovation as a catalyst for the low-

carbon transition (Session III). Innovation was one 

of EURELECTRIC’s priorities this year, and outgoing 

President Fulvio Conti used the opportunity to present 

main findings from EURELECTRIC’s work. In particular, 

he saw three innovation imperatives for European 

power companies: first, to master new technologies; 

second, to get closer to customers; and third, to 

develop new business models and services. Innovative 

investments can “re-energise” Europe and tackle the 

economic downturn in the long run, he said. Innovation 

in the energy sector is far more ambitious than the 

delivery of the EU’s targets for 2020 and beyond; 

innovation creates jobs, boosts economic growth and 

increases Europe’s competitiveness at large.

SESSIoN I V

The concluding Session IV took the format of a CEO 

debate. A panel of CEOs from around Europe delivered 

a lively discussion on the role of innovation for the 

electricity business – but also for Europe as a whole.  

“Our sector lived for a long time in a monopoly 

environment: this is deep in its DNA,” acknowledged 

Mr Teyssen. “But in a monopoly environment all the 

knowledge in the company faces inwards. Today we 

need to live in a competitive environment and we need 

to look outwards more for ideas, opportunities, and 

knowledge,” he stated. Vice President António Mexia 

pointed to the need for a new market model, moving 

away from a pure marginal pricing system to one  

that better considers fixed costs and incentivises the 

building of additional capacity. Considering that Europe 

is moving away from a pure “energy-only” market, he 

felt that there was a need to redefine what should be the 

risk borne by investors upfront of a new plant build-up.

The conference was kindly hosted by Enel and supported 

by Accenture (Gold sponsor), Pöyry (Silver sponsor), 

Ormazabal (Bronze sponsor), and IHS Global Limited 

(Cooperating sponsor). The next EURELECTRIC Annual 

Convention takes place in London on 2-3 June 2014.

SESSION III

Gabriele RIEDMAN DE TRINIDAD 
Deutsche Telekom

Henri PRoGLIo  
EDF

Don D. JORDAN, Houston 
Industries (Reliant Energy)

Dominique RISTORI 
European Commission

Johannes Teyssen  
EON

Masayoshi KITAMURA  
J-Power

Øystein LøSETH 
Vattenfall AB
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As in previous years, the Annual Convention saw the 

presentation of a EURELECTRIC industry award by 

EURELECTRIC Electricity Ambassador and Chair of the 

award panel Paul Bulteel. The industry award went  

to Dr Fatih Birol, Chief Economist of the IEA, for  

his outstanding contribution, through the flagship 

“World Energy Outlook” report series, to improving  

nderstanding of the opportunities and challenges facing 

the power sector. “Under Dr Fatih Birol’s direction, the 

IEA’s World Energy Outlook has become the most 

authoritative source of forward-looking energy market 

analysis. Fatih Birol has made a unique contribution to 

raising awareness among policymakers, the financial 

community and other stakeholders of the issues the 

power sector has to deal with,” Mr Bulteel said in his 

laudatory speech. The award was accepted by Dr Birol  

in Paris via a video link. 

For the fourth year running, the conference also featured 

the granting of a student award. This year’s winner was 

Hjalmar Braemer, studying for a Master’s degree in 

Sustainable Energy Systems at the University of Applied 

Sciences Pinkafeld (Austria), for his essay on innovation. 

The award was presented by Dr William Kyte, OBE, Chief 

Advisor on International Climate Policy for EURELECTRIC 

and Senior Advisor at E.ON SE UK.

EURELECTRIC aWaRDs 2013

Prof. Pantelis CAPROS, National 
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Vittorio PRODI MEP 
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Marta SANCHEZ ALVAREZ
SPGI IBM

Christophe GENCE-CREUx  
ACER

Dick BENSCHOP 
Shell Netherlands
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annual convention & conference
london 2-3 june 2014

BUILDING TRUST 
IN THE NEW 
ENERGy WORLD

 Supported by

Gold sponsor Silver sponsor Bronze sponsor

Hosted by

Marta SANCHEZ ALVAREZ
SPGI IBM
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EURELECTRIC  
Member Organisations

FULL MEMBERS (35)
COUNTRY MEMBER oRGANISATIoN 

Austria Österreichs E-Wirtschaft

Belgium Fédération Belge des Entreprises Electriques et Gazières (FEBEG) /
Federatie van de Belgische Elektriciteits- en Gasbedrijven (FEBEG)
Synergrid 

Bulgaria* Bulgarian Electric Power Association

Croatia Croatia EURELECTRIC Section – Croatian Chamber of Economy 

Cyprus Electricity Authority of Cyprus

Czech Republic Cesky svaz zamestnavatelu v energetice (CSZE) 

Denmark Dansk Energi

Estonia The Union of Electricity Industry of Estonia

Finland Energiateollisuus ry

France Union Française de l’Electricité (UFE) 

Germany Bundesverband der Energie- und Wasserwirtschaft e.v. (BDEW)

Greece Hellenic Electricity Association (HELAS)

Hungary EURELECTRIC Magyarorszagi Tagozat

Iceland Icelandic Energy and Utilities (SAMORKA)

Ireland Electricity Association of Ireland (EAI)

Italy Assoelettrica

Latvia Latvian Association of Power Engineers and Energy Constructors (LEEA)

Lithuania Nacionalinė Lietuvos Elektros Asociacija

Luxembourg Organisation des Entreprises d’Electricité du Luxembourg

Malta ENEMALTA Corporation

Netherlands Energie-Nederland 
Netbeheer Nederland

Norway Energi Norge

Poland Polski Komitet Energii Elektrycznej (PKEE)

Portugal Associação Portuguesa das Empresas do Sector Eléctrico (ELECPOR)

Romania Romanian Institute for Energy Development Studies (IRE)

Slovakia Zväzu zamestnávatel’ov energetiky Slovenska (ZZES) 

Slovenia Slovenian Chamber of Commerce, Energy Association, EURELECTRIC Section 

Spain Asociación Española de la Industria Eléctrica (UNESA)

Sweden Svensk Energi Swedenergy AB 

Switzerland Verband Schweizerischer Elektrizitätsunternehmen (VSE) /
Association des Enterprises Électriques Suisses (AES)

Turkey Türkiye Elektrik Sanayi Birliği (TESAB)

United Kingdom Energy UK 
Energy Networks Association (ENA)  

* Until 21 November 2013.
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EUROPEAN AFFILIATE MEMBERS (7)

COUNTRY MEMBER oRGANISATIoN 

Albania Korporata Elektroenergjitike Shqiptare (KESH)
Belarus Belenergo
Bosnia-Herzegovina Elektroprivreda Bosne i Hercegovine
Russia NP Market Council
Serbia Electric Power Industry of Serbia
Ukraine Ukrenergo 
United Kingdom Jersey Electricity Company Ltd.

MEDITERRANEAN AFFILIATE MEMBERS (5)

COUNTRY MEMBER oRGANISATIoN 

Algeria Société Nationale de l’Electricité et du Gaz (SONELGAZ)
Egypt Egyptian Electricity Holding Company (EEHC)
Israel The Israel Electric Corporation Ltd.
Morocco Office National de l’Electricité (ONE)
Tunisia Société Tunisienne de l’Electricité et du Gaz (STEG)

INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATE MEMBERS (4)

COUNTRY MEMBER oRGANISATIoN 

Japan Central Research Institute of Electric Power Industry (CRIEPI)
Kazakhstan Kazakhstan Electricity Grid Operating Company (KEGOC)
Mauritius Central Electricity Board (CEB)
South Africa ESKOM

Electricity Industry Associates (6)

COUNTRY MEMBER oRGANISATIoN 

France Compagnie Nationale du Rhône (CNR)
Switzerland BKW/FMB Energie AG
Switzerland Alpiq Suisse SA
Switzerland Goupe E
Switzerland Romande-Energie
Switzerland Services Industriels de Genève

BUSINESS ASSOCIATES (28)

ABB 
Accenture
Alstom Belgium Business & Services S.A.
APX Power Spot Exchange
AREVA
BWSC – Burmeister & Wain Scandinavian Contractor A/S
CESI – Centro Elettrotecnico Sperimentale Italiano 
CISCO
Diehl
DNV GL – Energy
D.TEK
Energy Insights 
Enrichment Technology Company Ltd. 
EPEX Spot SE

FTI Compass Lexecon 
GEN Nederland BV 
General Electric Power Systems 
GLEN DIMPLEX
IBM
IHS Global Limited
Itron
Landis+Gyr AG
Ormazabal Velatia
Pöyry Management Consulting Ltd
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Siemens AG
Tesla (Europe) Ltd
Wärtsilä Corporation
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EURELECTRIC  
Board of Directors

COUNTRY MEMBER SUBSTITUTE

AUSTRIA Wolfgang ANZENGRUBER
CEO of VERBUND AG
VERBUND AG

Dr. Barbara SCHMIDT
Secretary General
Österreichs E-Wirtschaft

BELGIUM Marc VAn DEn BOSCH
Director General
Fédération Belge des Entreprises 
Electriques et Gazières asbl (FEBEG) /
Federatie van de Belgische Elektriciteits-
en Gasbedrijven (FEBEG)

Berenice CRABS
Secretary General
SyNERGRID asbl

BULGARIA* Vladimir INKOV
Executive Director of NEK
Bulgarian Electric Power Association

nelly STAnIMIROVA 
Head of Foreign Relations Department, NEK
Bulgarian Electric Power Association

CROATIA 
(local name: Hrvatska)

Tomislav SERIC
President of the Management Board
HEP – Transmission System Operator Ltd.

krunoslava GRGIC BOLJEŠIC
Member of Management Board
HRVATSKA ELEKTOPRIVREDA D.D

CYPRUS Dr. Stelios STYLIANOU
General Manager
Electricity Authority of Cyprus

Dr. Venizelos EFTHYMIOU
Executive Manager Networks
Electricity Authority of Cyprus

CZECH REPUBLIC Alan SVOBODA
Executive Director for Sales and Trading
CEZ, a.s.

Lucie HOROVA 
Head of EURELECTRIC section
Cesky Svaz Zamestnavatelu v Energetice 
(CSZE)

DENMARK Lars AAGAARD
Managing Director
Dansk Energi

Anders STOUGE
Deputy Director General
Dansk Energi

ESTONIA Sandor LIIVE
Chairman of the Management Board  
& CEO
Eesti Energia AS

Jaanus Arukaevu 
Advisor of CEO of Eesti Energia
Eesti Energia AS

FINLAND Tapio KUULA
President and CEO
Fortum Corporation

Juha nAUkkARInEn
Managing Director
Energiateollisuus ry

President Vice Presidents

Dr. Johannes TEYSSEN
Chairman of the Board  
of Management and CEO
E.ON SE

António MEXIA
CEO
EDP Energias de Portugal

Henri PROGLIO 
Chairman & CEO
Electricité de France (EDF)

Secretary General

Hans ten BERGE
Secretary General
Union of the Electricity Industry – EURELECTRIC

* Until 21 November 2013.
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FRANCE Robert DURDILLy
Président 
Union Française de l’Electricité (UFE)

Stéphane MOREL
Vice-President
Union Française de l’Electricité (UFE)

GERMANY Dr. Arndt NEUHAUS
CEO
RWE Deutschland AG

Hildegard MUELLER 
Chairman of the Management Board
Bundesverband der Energie- und 
Wasserwirtschaft e.V. (BDEW)

GREECE Arthouros ZERVOS 
Chairman & CEO
Public Power Corporation S.A.

Dr. Sotirios HADJIMICHAEL 
Director, Strategy Department
Public Power Corporation S.A. (PPC S.A.) 
– Chalkokondili Str.

HUNGARY Attila BALLy 
Deputy CEO – Chief Commercial Officer
Hungarian Eurelectric Association

Zsolt JAMNICZKY
Deputy CEO
E.ON Hungária Zrt.

ICELAND Gústaf Adolf SkULASOn
Managing Director
Icelandic Energy & Utilities (SAMORKA)

Sigurdur AGUSTSSOn
Division Manager
Icelandic Energy & Utilities (SAMORKA)

IRELAND Patrick O’DOHERTy
Chief Executive
Electricity Supply Board (ESB)

Dr. Owen WILSON
Chief Executive
Electricity Association of Ireland – EAI

ITALY Dr-Ing. Roberto POTI
Executive Vice President Institutional  
& Regulatory Affairs, International  
Power Development
Edison S.p.A.

Paolo GALLO 
Chief Executive Officer
ACEA S.p.A.

LATVIA Dr. Aris ZIGURS
Chief Executive Officer
Latvenergo

Maris kUnICkIS
Member of the Management Board
Latvenergo

LITHUANIA Dalius MISIUnAS
President
Nacionaline Lietuvos Elektros Asociacija

Dalius ALEkSAnDRAVICIUS
Head of strategy and business development
AB LESTO

LUxEMBoURG Romain BECKER
CEO
Organisation des Entreprises d’Electricité 
du Luxembourg

Paul ZEIMET
Secrétaire Général
Société Électrique de l'Our SA - SEO

MALTA Louis GIORDIMAInA
Director
ENEMALTA Corporation

Ing. Peter GRIMA
Executive Head – Generation
ENEMALTA Corporation

NETHERLANDS Hans ALDERS
President
Energie-Nederland

Laurens knEGT 
Director
Netbeheer Nederland

André JURJUS
Managing Director
Energie-Nederland

Guido REEHUIS
Senior Policy Advisor EU Affairs
Netbeheer Nederland

NoRWAY Oluf ULSETH
CEO
Energi Norge

Snorre LAMARk 
Executive Director International Affairs
Energi Norge

POLAND Dariusz STOLARCZYK
Vice-President of the Management 
Board for Corporate Matters
TAURON Polska Energia SA

PoRTUGAL João MAnSO nETO
CEO HC Energia
EDP Energias de Portugal

Eng. João Nascimento BAPTISTA
Executive Director General
Associação Portuguesa das Empresas 
do Sector Eléctrico (ELECPOR)
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ROMANIA Dragos ZACHIA-ZLATEA
General Manager 
Hidroelectrica SA

Marian MOTOCU
Energy Division Director
S.C. Turceni Energy Complex S.A.

SLoVAKIA  
(Slovak Republic)

nicola COTUGnO
Member of the Board and Generation  
and Energy Management Director
Slovenske Elektrarne a.s.

Alexander KŠInAn
CEO
SAG Elektrovod, a.s.

SLoVENIA Djordje ZEBELJAN
Executive Director of  
Research and Development
Holding Slovenske Elektrarne d.o.o.

Dr. Ivan SMON
Assistant of the Management Board
ELEKTRO GORENJSKA, D.D

SPAIN Eduardo MOnTES 
President
Asociación Española de la Industria 
Eléctrica (UNESA)

Angel Luis VIVAR
Director of Energy Policy &  
Sustainable Development 
Asociación Española de la Industria 
Eléctrica (UNESA)

SWEDEN Kjell JANSSON
Managing Director
Svensk Energi Swedenergy AB

Bosse AnDERSSOn
Deputy Managing Director
Svensk Energi Swedenergy AB

SWITZERLAND kurt ROHRBACH
Chairman
Verband Schweizerischer 
Elektrizitätsunternehmen (VSE) / 
Association des Entreprises Electriques 
Suisses (AES)

Michael FRAnk
Director
Verband Schweizerischer 
Elektrizitätsunternehmen (VSE) / 
Association des Entreprises Electriques 
Suisses (AES)

TURKEY Halil ALIS
General Manager – Chairman  
of the Executive Board of TESAB
Türkiye Elektrik Iletim A.Ş. (TEIAS)

Fahrettin Amir ARMAN
General Manager 
AyEN Energy Company

UNITED KINGDoM David SMITH
Chief Executive
Energy Networks Association (ENA)

Angela knIGHT
Chief Executive
Energy UK

Alison HEATH
Director of Corporate Services
Energy Networks Association (ENA)

Gwyn DOLBEn
Head of European Affairs
Energy UK

Observer

European Affiliate 
Member

Vyacheslav kRAVCHEnkO
Chairman of the Board
NP Market Council
Russia
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Our Partners

EURELECTRIC works in cooperation with a number of associations and organisations 
whose expertise supports and assists our strategic analysis and policy work. Besides 
the many and varied instances of ad hoc cooperation with a broad range of stakeholder 
representatives, EURELECTRIC has a formal cooperation arrangement with organisations 
in various fields of expertise.

Generation

Electric
Applications

Research

DistributionRenewables 

Emissions Trading

technological 
Innovation

Electric VehiclesElectric Lighting

Social Dialogue

Transmission Energy Storage Energy cooperation

EPC-CIS

Standardisation
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organisational and Expertise Structure

As on 31 December 2013

BOARD 
OF 

DIRECTORS

COORDINATION 
& BUDGET

COMMITTEE

* BCA Board, Coordinating Committee Active
* (H) Horizontal

WG: Working Group
NE: Network of Experts
TF: Task Force

Joint Wholesale & Retail Coordination Group 

ENERGY POLICY 
& GENERATION

WG Renewables  

WG Hydro

WG Thermal & Nuclear

Innovation (H)*

MARKETS

WG Market Integration
 & Network Codes 

TF Financial Regulation 
 & Market Integrity 

WG Wholesale Market 
 Design

TF EURELECTRIC Cooperation
 with Russia/CIS

WG Gas to Power (H)*

RETAIL CUSTOMERS

WG Commercial Processes 
 & Customer Relationship

ENVIRONMENT 
& SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT POLICY

WG Climate Change

WG Environmental Protection

WG Waste & Residues  

WG Energy & Resource 
 Efficiency

DSO

WG Distribution System Design

WG Distribution Regulation
 & Policy

WG Distribution Customers
 & Grid Management

WG DSO Project Deployment

WG Long-term System 
 Perspective (H)*

WG Legal Affairs   

WG Health, Safety & Environment 

TF SF6

Ad hoc group South-East Europe/Mediterranean 

Renewables Integration into the Market 

 

NE Business Data 

NE Network Codes 

NE Islands System Managers 

NE Access to Energy 

WG European Social Dialogue 

BCA Groups* Issue Manager Topic Secretariat Groups
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EURELECTRIC Staff
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EURELECTRIC Publications 2013 - Selection

policy papers and reports

JANUARY 

Risk Analysis and Recommendations on EURELECTRIC’s 
Power Choices Study, Chapter on Liquidity Risk – Definition 
of Liquidity Risk 

Carbon accounting – Effects on financial reporting

DSO Priorities for Smart Grid Standardisation 

FEBRUARY 

Generators RfG Network Code: Needs, Feasibility, 
Alternative Solutions and Costs – a joint EURELECTRIC / 
VGB Paper 

Active Distribution System Management – A Key Tool  
for the Smooth Integration of Distributed Generation  
(Full Report) 

Active Distribution System Management – A Key Tool for 
the Smooth Integration of Distributed Generation  
(Findings and Recommendations) 

Fact Sheets – Hydropower for a sustainable Europe

MARCH 

Mapping existing national institutions concerned with 
skills/qualifications and labour market research in the 
electricity sector in the EU member states 

Joint EURELECTRIC, EPSU, IndustriALL statement  
“A quality framework for traineeships”

Joint EURELECTRIC, EPSU, IndustriALL Framework of Action 
“Competencies, qualifications and anticipation of change 
in the European electricity sector”

APRIL 

2013 International Electricity Summit – San Diego (US) – 
Closing Statement

MAY 

Power Choices Reloaded: Europe’s Lost Decade? –  
Key Messages Brochure

Utilities: Powerhouses of innovation  
(Findings and Recommendations)

Utilities: Powerhouses of innovation (Full Report)

Network tariff structure for a smart energy system

JUNE 

Fiscal Flash Electricity 2013: Developments in Tax Policies 
Relevant to the European Electricity Industry in 2013

EURELECTRIC Key Statistics – 2013 Edition 

The financial situation of the Electricity Industry – 
Economic and financial update

Communicating smart meters to customers – which role  
for DSOs?

JULY

Deploying publicly accessible charging infrastructure  
for electric vehicles: how to organise the market?

AUGUST

Update on National Regulations in the Field of Waste  
and Residues Management – EURELECTRIC Report

SEPTEMBER

Easing the low carbon transition with RD&D – Findings 
EURELECTRIC membership survey

NoVEMBER

Power Distribution in Europe – Facts & Figures

DECEMBER

Power Statistics & Trends 2013

Options for coordinating different capacity mechanisms – 
EURELECTRIC Background note

The Retail Revolution – Power to the customer:  
The fundamentals of the smart energy system

Translating the “2020 Vision for Europe’s energy 
customers” into reality

response and comment papers

JANUARY 

Public Consultation on EIB’s Energy Lending Policy –  
a EURELECTRIC Response 

EURELECTRIC Comments on ENTSO–E Draft Network Code 
Operational Planning & Scheduling 

EURELECTRIC Response to the Commission Consultation on 
structural options to strengthen the EU Emissions Trading System

FEBRUARY 

EURELECTRIC response to European Commission 
Consultation Paper on generation adequacy, capacity 
mechanisms and the internal market in electricity

EURELECTRIC response to ACER’s revised draft Framework 
Guidelines on rules regarding harmonised transmission 
tariff structures for gas

MARCH 

Joint EURELECTRIC, EPSU, IndustriALL response to the 
Consultation Paper on the Outline of the Social Strategy  
of the Energy Community

EURELECTRIC position paper on Consultation on options  
for revision of the EU Thematic Strategy on Air Pollution 
and related policies 

EURELECTRIC Position Paper on Revision of the 
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive COM 
(2012) 628 – 2012/0297 (COD)
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APRIL 

EURELECTRIC response to the Consultation on  
Load Frequency Control & Reserves Network Code

EURELECTRIC response to the European Commission’s 
Communication ‘Making the internal energy market work’ 

EURELECTRIC Response to Stakeholder Consultation  
on the revision of Directive 97/68/EC on emissions from 
non-road mobile machinery engines

EURELECTRIC comments following the Fifth meeting of  
the Stakeholder Expert Group on the EU Air Policy Review

MAY 

Consultation on Environmental and Energy Aid Guidelines 
(2014–2020) – A EURELECTRIC response paper

EURELECTRIC Position Paper : General Union Environment 
Action Programme to 2020 – Living well, within the limits 
of our planet

EURELECTRIC response to the EC’s consultation on the 
annual priority lists for the development of network codes 
and guidelines for 2014 and beyond

EURELECTRIC response to ENTSOG Public Consultation  
on Draft Network Code on Interoperability and Data 
Exchange Rules

EURELECTRIC response to ACER public consultation  
on Technical Standards for Trade reporting

EURELECTRIC response to ACER Guidelines for the 
registration of Registered Reporting Mechanisms and  
for the registration of Regulated Information Services  
for ensuring operational reliability according to Article 12 
of Regulation (EU) No 1227/2011

EURELECTRIC response to the ENTSO–E Forward Capacity 
Allocation Network Code

JUNE 

Network Code on HVDC Connections ENTSO–E Call for 
Stakeholder Input – a EURELECTRIC Response Paper

EURELECTRIC response to ECON public consultation on 
enhancing the coherence of EU financial services legislation

European Commission consultative Communication on 
“The Future of Carbon Capture and Storage in Europe” –  
a EURELECTRIC Comments Paper 

JULY 

Green Paper on a 2030 framework for climate and energy 
policies: EURELECTRIC consultation response

EURELECTRIC response to General Block Exemption Regulation

EURELECTRIC Response Paper to Consultative Communication 
on the 2015 international climate change agreement

EURELECTRIC Response to the European Commission’s 
Energy Technologies and Innovation Communication – 
Innovation in the EU’s energy policy: building block or 
stumbling stone?

EURELECTRIC response to the EC Proposal for a Regulation 
on measures to reduce the cost of deploying high-speed 
electronic communications networks

SEPTEMBER 

EURELECTRIC Response to the EC consultation  
on the carbon leakage list 

EURELECTRIC response to the public consultation  
on the ENTSO-E draft Work Program 2013–2014

EURELECTRIC response to the ENTSO-E Network Code  
on Electricity Balancing 

DG Energy’s Public Consultation on the ACER evaluation under 
Article 34 of Regulation 713/2009 – EURELECTRIC Response

OCTOBER 

ACER consultation on the influence of existing bidding 
zones on electricity markets – EURELECTRIC Response

Common industry response to Commissioner Potocnik’s 
comments on the EU Air Policy Review – 18/10/2013

NoVEMBER 

EURELECTRIC’s comments on draft REMIT Implementing Acts

Joint EFET/EURELECTRIC/VGB PowerTech e.V. comments for 
the NC Load Frequency Control and Reserves

EURELECTRIC comments regarding ACER work on 
Guidelines for transmission charges

DECEMBER 

Joint position of the European Social Partners for the Electricity 
Sector on the 2030 Framework for Climate and Energy Policies

EURELECTRIC’s comments to ACER’s consultation on 
publication of extracts of the REMIT’s European register  
of market participants 
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Active Distribution 
System Management
A key tool for the smooth integration 
of distributed generation
full discussion paper

A EURELECTRIC paper, FEBRUARY 2013
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Power Statistics & Trends 2012 
Lunch Debate 
BRUSSELS, 24 JANUARy 2013

Green Light for RES? Innovative Solutions to switch off the Red Light  
on the European Distribution Grid  
EURELECTRIC Workshop  
BRUSSELS, 12 FEBRUARy 2013

Hydropower: A European Asset  
EURELECTRIC Workshop  
BRUSSELS, 19 FEBRUARy 2013

Power Choices Reloaded: Europe’s Lost Decade? 
Lunch Debate  
BRUSSELS, 13 MAy 2013

Powering Innovation – Empowering Utilities!  
EURELECTRIC Conference  
BRUSSELS, 14 MAy 2013

EURELECTRIC Annual Convention & Conference 2013  
EURELECTRIC Conference 
BOLOGNA, 03-04 JUNE 2013

Air Quality & Domestic Heating  
Green Week EURELECTRIC Event 
BRUSSELS, 06 JUNE 2013

EURELECTRIC Events in 2013
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EU Electromobility Stakeholder Forum 
Green Emotion Event 
BRUSSELS, 24-25 JUNE 2013

EU-Japan Workshop on the Power Sector Transition 
EURELECTRIC Seminar  
TOKyO, 11 SEPTEMBER 2013

DSOs as the Backbone of the Smart Energy System  
EURELECTRIC Power Distribution Conference  
BRUSSELS, 28 NOVEMBER 2013

European Energy Policy 2014: State Aid, Guidance and what to expect in 2014  
EURELECTRIC Conference 
BRUSSELS, 02 DECEMBER 2013

Power Statistics & Trends 2013  
Lunch Debate 
STRASBOURG, 10 DECEMBER 2013

Future electricity markets with or without capacity mechanisms:  
What does Europe say? 
EURELECTRIC Conference 
BRUSSELS, 12 DECEMBER 2013 
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EURELECTRIC represents the common interests of the electricity industry 
at pan-European level. Our current members represent the electricity 
industry in over 30 European countries. We also have affiliates and 
associates on several other continents.

Our well-defined structure of expertise ensures that input to our policy 
positions, statements and in-depth reports comes from several hundred 
active experts working for power generators, supply companies or 
distribution network operators (DSOs).

We have a permanent secretariat based in Brussels, which is responsible 
for the overall organisation and coordination of EURELECTRIC’s activities.

EURELECTRIC  
in brief

EURELECTRIC pursues in all its activities the application  
of the following sustainable development values:

 Economic Development
  Growth, added-value, efficiency

 Environmental Leadership
  Commitment, innovation, pro-activeness

 Social Responsibility
  Transparency, ethics, accountability

Photos: dreamstime (cover, p.28, 37, 38), gettyimages (p.45), istockphoto (cover, 
p.34, 35, 37, 40, 49), shutterstock (cover, p.2, 3, 5, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,  
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 41, 42, 43, 44, 47, 53 ) – All other 
photos are provided by EURELECTRIC or the members.

Managing & Production Editor: Julia Eichhorst



EURELECTRIC output 
in numbers
In 2013 EURELECTRIC published 62 papers and reports, including 

36 responses to public consultations. We also published 53 press 

releases. We organised 13 events in 4 countries, attended by around 

2,000 people. We were cited 247 times in English language  

media – up by 20% compared to 2012. We had 1,370 followers  

on Twitter and had posted a total of 1,298 tweets. Finally, our  

20 policy experts in Brussels wrote 185 ‘daily news’ bulletins,  

com municating relevant EU news to our 2,574 subscribers around 

the globe.
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